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* PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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The Directors wish to thank everyone who contributed to

another successtul Douglas Day Pot Luck event in
November. The Willoughby Hall was filled by members
who enjoyed a well-documented presentation on one of the
most challenging undertakings in early BC history. The
construction of the Collins Overland telegraph the length
of BC in the 1860s required the movement of large
amounts of material through an area lacking in roads and
many other obstacles. Jim Foulkes and his companions
walked many miles to locate the spot where a halt was
called to a project that was part of the evolution of
communication. We thank Jim for his dedication in
documenting this event and the interesting presentation.

It was nice to once again be in the renovated Willoughby
Hall that hopefully will serve the community for many more
years. The parking is much improved and the Hall Society
members who worked hard and persevered for so long are
deserving of our gratitude. Well done!

I hope that everyone has an enjoyable Christmas and a
Happy New Year. We will see you in 2015.

Fred Pepin
LHS President

Qlave a Werry Chniatmas and a Pagoy Hlew YYear s




*# “LHS SCHOOL PROGRAMS” i |
{BY KAY MCCOMISH}

The Langley Heritage Society’s very eftective sponsorship program is even more important

today than when it was started. In May 2008, the Langley Heritage Society initiated a

program to sponsor two schools - Nicomekl Elementary and Douglas Park Community

School, to assist them to attend the Langley Centennial Museum for the school programs.

The Society offered financial help to pay for the students to attend the program as well as

bus transportation. Each class is allowed one visit per year and they have taken advantage
of the program each year.

The idea for the program was generated by President, Fred Pepin. IFred has served on the
Township’s Museum Advisory Group for many years and saw the need to provide a way to
get children who were shown by museum program attendance as not ever visiting the
museum. These first two schools were selected as many of the students, and quite likely
their parents, have never been to a museum. Some of the families are either recent
immigrants or economically stretched to pay for any field trips. Research has shown that
children who visit museums and are engaged with history grow up to support museums and
heritage when they are adults. It is important that all students have an opportunity to
participate in a museum program.

In 2009, the program was so successful it was expanded to include Langley Meadows
Community School. Then in 2010, Betty Gilbert Middle School, Parkside Centennial
Elementary, Shortreed Community School and HD Stafford Middle School were added to
the program.

The teedback from the teachers has been consistently positive and appreciative of the efforts
of the Langley Heritage Society. The Langley Centennial Museum also continues to extend
its heartfelt thanks for “the continuation of therr (LHS) generous sponsorship program. This
Junding, covering both program fees and transportation costs, has grven many students the
opportunity to receitve quality heritage programming that is otherwise cost prohibitive.”

The Society has had some help along the way. In 2012, the Society applied for and was
awarded a grant in the amount of $3,000 from the City of Langley. Several of the schools
are located in the City. In November of the same year, the “Graduating Class of 1962”
donated $250 to the Langley Heritage Society to go towards these school programs.
However, the cost of museum programs has steadily increased until today where many
programs are double what they were in 2008.

The School Sponsorship Program is chaired by Director Sharon Johnson. Sharon created an
“acknowledgement card” to be sent home with each child that says: “The Langley Heritage
Society was pleased to sponsor your child today to attend a program at the Langley
Centennial Museum”. In addition to this card, the museum sends information home with
each student outlining things to see, where it is located, and a discount on public programs.




Over the past six years, this sponsorship program has been highly eftective in introducing the
museum to more than 200 children and their families who might not have been able to afford
to go. They now know that their museum has interesting history to explore. The Langley
Heritage Society is pleased to have been instrumental in expanding the knowledge of our
community to assist with the appreciation and preservation of Langley’s history.

If you would like to know more about this program, please contact any of the Directors.

}M “DOWN BY THE STATION” }M
{BY BAYS BLACKHALL}

November 19™ was again a day for us to remember: the day British Columbia was declared a
Province by James Douglas. After attending the excellent Township Douglas Day
Pioneer lunch at the Event Center, the Mayors and other dignitaries came to the annual
celebration at the Fort where, in 1858, New Caldonia became British Columbia. This
year we were honored to have B.C’'s Lieutenant Governor in attendance.

The afternoon was delightful made even more so by Her Honour Judith Guichon, her aides,
the RCMP in serge, the wonderful Kwantlen drummers with Chief Marilyn Gabriel and, of
course, our faithful piper, Colin Barrett, who piped in the procession and played the Vice
Regal Salute. It was all very enjoyable. The Lieutenant Governor gave an excellent
address, Mrs. Mark Warawa brought greetings from our MP, Fort volunteers and staff did
an amusing ‘re-enactment” and the program finished with a wonderful display
of Metis dancing.

The event was sponsored by the Fort(Parks Canada) and the Fort Langley Legacy
Foundation. Superintendent Reg Wilford and Mike Starr were welcoming hosts. It was fun!

% %
# LIS MEMBERSHIP REMINDER &

Just a friendly reminder that membership fees for the Langley Heritage
Society are due, starting January 1st. Benefits of membership include
monthly meetings, monthly newsletters, access to heritage events,
lectures, information on the restoration of heritage buildings and more.
Donations over $50.00 will receive a tax deductible receipt in the mail.

Single membership is $10.00/person
Family membership is $15.00/family

Please make cheques payable to “Langley Heritage Society” and
mail them to: Langley Heritage Society, P.O. Box 982, Fort Langley,
British Columbia, V1M 2Ss.




SWANSON SWEDES IN ALDERGROVE”

; “LOOKING AT LANGLEY HISTORY: g
{WITH MAUREEN PEPIN}

Johan Peter Swanson (b. February 8, 1848) and his wife Karoline Roth (b.

November 9, 1847) left Kalmarlane, Sweden in April of 1877 and came by sailing ship to

America, accompanied by their two sons Charles and William. Three weeks after leaving

Liverpool, they arrived in New York and then headed to Nebraska by wagon train.

For three years, they lived in a sod house in Nebraska, where their first daughter Eyda was
born in 1880. They then moved to Washington, where their second daughter Clara was
born. A few years, and a few moves, later they relocated to Lynden Prairie where they lived
in a large log cabin. Here they met DW Poppy (later reeve of Langley) who told them
about purchasing 160 acre homesteads in Langley. In 1887, the Swansons moved to
Aldergrove, BC, where they lived in a log house located on the North side of Yale Road
(now Fraser Highway at 256%). Johan milled timber oft the property to build a large
house on the hill. Their eldest son Charles died of measles and consumption at the age
of 22. Their third son, Albert, worked at various spots around the Lower Mainland
before he died of a severe concussion after being hit by a projecting iron.

The Swansons worked hard on their farm, and soon Johan was doing contract work with a
$300 ten horsepower “Minnesota Chiet” threshing machine. This machine was the first of
its kind in the Fraser Valley, and is now on display at the Fort Langley Farm Museum.
While he was doing contract work for several American farmers, the machine was seized by
the Puget Sound sherift. Johann and his American and Canadian friends worked together to
smuggle it back to Canada. Johann passed away in 1919, and Karolina died in 1921.

William Swanson was born in 1876, and went only to grade four in school, as he was needed
on the family farm. He got interested in violin-making and soon taught himself to play.
He built a house on 25 acres of the original Swanson homestead, married Emma Jensen
in 1905, and had twelve children, eight of whom lived in Aldergrove. Elmer, Melvin,
Gladys, Leonard, Sidney, Leslie, Doris, and John were all brought into the world by
Grandma Swanson (Johan’s mother was a midwife). The Swansons ran a dairy farm
in Matsqui Prairie from 1922 to 1946 and then retired to New Westminster.

Daugher Eyda was born in Nebraska in 1880, but was educated in the little red school house
in Aldergrove and worked in the Sumas hotel. She and John Allen were married in 1902 and
ran a farm in East Delta. Clara Swanson married George Towle, whose family owned the
Commercial Hotel in Fort Langley. Julia married Carl Ross and continued to live in the
Langley area. Helena married into the Siddall family of Langley.

When the Swanson families celebrated the 100t anniversary of their coming to
North America, the Swansons, the Siddalls, the Rosses, and the Allens (all families
inter-married with the Swansons) attended a super picnic in 1977,




b6 LGS By g g g

The week between Christmas and New Year, my Mother liked to have a party at the Station.
There wasn’t enough room in the living quarters to dance, but that didn’t stop Mom from in-
viting nearly everyone she could think of anyway. Dad grumbled a bit at the cost of the
drinks and food, but we all pitched in with kitchen duties. Most of the people that really
depended on the railroad for their freight and services were invited, as well as many other
friends from the district. We had to remember to ask a certain group to start the music first,
because if our sensitive Drayman who liked Mom’s weekly gift of bread pudding wasn’t
asked first (he chorded on the piano to keep time with the fiddle and banjo), he would get in a
great huff and go home, and we might not get any barrels of soft wash water for a long time.
A friend of mine with a mischievous streak was just dying to drop a beer cap in the big gap
between the back of his new overall straps and his shirt, but I stopped her — we might not get
any soft wash water for a month or so then.. Mom would never forgive usl!

That was the first of quite a few groups who enjoyed singing or playing during the evening,
and a few couples even courageously crowded into the kitchen for a dance. A great time was
had by all and the old Station house rocked on into the night; perhaps jigged in a corner of
our small CN railroad kitchen would be more accurate. The last couple to entertain were the
Pharmacist and his wife, who sang a most beautiful Christmas Carol in Ukrainian. It was a
beautiful way to end a party. The ending, of course, was usually followed by a good deal of
pushing and shoving (of cars, that is...), as Alberta had lots of snow at that time of the year.

These are good memories of times when every house had a piano and if you couldn’t play,
you were expected to sing or recite or play the fool for the entertainment ot the company.
Nearly everyone obliged and attempted one of the above, not necessarily in that order!

Above: LHS’s own good times at the 2014 Douglas Day Potluck. Photos courtesy of Glenn Disney.




LANGLEY HERITAGE

SOCIETY 2014-2015

SPEAKER SCHEDULEK

Members” meetings occur
on the fourth Tuesday of
each month at 7:30pm at
historic Milner Chapel,
located at 6716 - 216th
Street. Stay for social time,
coftee & refreshments after.

September 23, 2014
Robert Mackay
WW1 & Canadian Calvary

October 28, 2014
Julie Ferguson
James Douglas

Sunday, November 16, 2014
Douglas Day Potluck
Location: Willoughby Hall
James Foulkes
Collins Overland Telegraph

January 27, 2015
Gwen Settle
WRENSs of the 1960s

February 24, 2015
Cam Cathcart
Vancouver’s Roedde House
Museum and Family

March 24, 2015
Helen Chernoft Freeman
Doukhobor Assimilation in

British Columbia

April TBA, 2015
Annual General Meeting

UPCOMING
MEETINGS & EVENTS

{January 27, 2015}
Gwen Settle & the WRENS
Join Gwen Settle, who served on the Atlantic
Coast of Nova Scotia, as she discusses being a
young woman going through basic training and
serving in the Royal Canadian Navy in the
early 1960s. Born in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia,
but moving to British Columbia in 1983, Gwen
has also spent time working in architectural,

engineering and accounting firms.

SUPPORTERS & SUPPLIERS

LHS wishes to express our gratitude to
supporters who contribute to our projects. We
recommend these trades people and suppliers.

Clark Drilling Services
604-534-9941

Bob McPherson (Electrician)
604-530-8715

Terry Tokiwa (Plumbing)
604-533-1983

Robertson Plastics
604-533-6677

A-1 Glass, Aldergrove
604-856-6550

Charlie Ness (Plumbing/ Renovation)
604-626-2911

DJ Hockin Painting and Decorating (Dave)
604-850-8520

Nuftloors
604-533-4231




