President’s Message - May 2016
{By Fred Pepin}

As we approach the end of another season, we can reflect on
our accomplishments over the past year. Our 35 vyear
anniversary celebration was a great success enjoyed by many.

Thanks to Sharon and others we have new displays and
brochures for our events.

Our student-museum sponsorship programme is gaining in
numbers. We have now sponsored 7200 student trips to attend
Langley Centennial Museum programmes.

Together with the school district and the museum, we have also
sponsored the first Heritage Fair in Langley.

The Lattimer house is our most recent restoration project, and it
will be receiving a Township plaque in June.

We have had excellent programmes at our monthly Milner
meetings and have been rewarded with a growing attendance.

| wish to thank our directors, volunteers and members for their
support and dedication that allows us to contribute so much to
Langley.

Fred Pepin
LHS President




Down By The Station
{By Bays Blackhall}

Spring is here and it is almost like summer as it seems warmer than usual. However, the beautiful
flowering cherry trees and brilliant yellow dandelions tell us it really is spring. As May comes closer
we are looking forward to working at the station to get it ready for our many visitors. There is a lot
to do what with mending, replacing and painting so we will all be busy. The arbor and the railing on
Mavis will be an added attraction thanks to Ted Lightfoot.

We are looking forward to working with Angela and Emily Seggie again this year. The two sisters
will be sharing the on site program as our ‘staff’. We are also fortunate to have a new volunteer,
Holly French, a delightful student who lives and works in Fort Langley.

Last month the Station and garden was the setting for a new TV movie “Riverdale”, so maybe we
will be able to see our old building on the television some time in the future. The movie paid us
$500.00 for the 4 hours of filming.

As | have mentioned before the site is not often empty. People take advantage of the garden and
platform all year around. It is a one of kind space where families come to relax for a minute in the
busy community or just let the children play on the piece of track and wait to wave at trains. Our
new caretaker/tenant tells me he does a lot of picking up after everyone has left. He likes to have
everything clean and neat so we are glad he is looking after the site.

We hope everyone has a great summer and, if there is time, come and visit one of our favorite
“heritage” sites the CN Station.

Note: Two North Langley Pioneer families, the Yeomans and the Nordmans have been given
“Heritage” plaques for their barns which are over 100 years old and still in use by the same farming
families. More history to come at a later date, so stay tuned.

Langley Heritage Fair - Winners!

Congratulations to all of the students that participated in the Heritage Fair in April 22, 2016. There
were many amazing projects, and the judges had a difficult time making up their minds. Well done
all. Here is a list of the fair’s winners:

Most original topic: Jasmine Marcotte for “The Famous Five”

Artistic achievement: Derek Little for “Vimy Ridge”

Educator’s award of excellence: Kylen Bruce for “Residential Schools”

LCM Docent award: Ashlyn Holloway for “Canada’s Home Children”

Curator’s choice award: Caitlyn Kirk for “Delta Police Department”

Langley Heritage Award for Best Presentation: Adam Scarborough for “Sopwith Pups—Vimy Ridge”




Looking at Langley’s History: Mclver Family of Glen Valley
{ With Maureen Pepin }

Murdock was born on the Isle of Lewis, Scotland, in 1848. He joined the British Navy, but jumped
ship in New York Harbour. After three years in New England and Quebec, he came to Langley to
search for a homestead. He located in Glen Valley on 160 acres in 1876, building a log cabin and
making yokes for oxen for a living. He cleared stumps on his land and supplemented his income by
logging and fishing.

To finance improvements to his homestead, he became blasting foreman for the CPR in 1880. He
fired the first charge in the first tunnel at Yale. An agile man of five foot six, weighing just 125
pounds, he was a good powder monkey. His quick reflexes enabled him to reach cover when the
powder went off prematurely.

In 1884, Mclver leased the "Fort Hotel" and ran the saloon for eighteen months. In 1886, he
returned to Quebec where he intended to marry the oldest daughter of an unrelated Mclvor family,
but she had already married. A younger sister Annie caught his eye, and they were married on
November 4, 1886 and returned to Langley that same year, setting up house in Mclver's log cabin.

When the homestead was surveyed, they found the cabin was built directly on the right of way.
Mclver moved the cabin one hundred feet from Mclver Road, and today it is 8200 block on 252
Street. Murdock built a new home between 1887 and 1890 which is still being lived in. It is
carpenter Gothic or Gothic revival style with a full open front verandah and decorative brackets. It
has a steep front gable and a dormer window with a pointed top.

The Mclvors had nine children: Kenneth, Johnny, Mary, Jessie, Christie, Mabel, Murdena, Maggie,
and Alex. Alex died at the age of three when the potatoes in the potato pit fell on him and he died
of asphyxiation.

Murdock was a municipal councillor in 1887 and one of founders of the Langley Agricultural
Association. He was also a school trustee and was instrumental in constructing the first East Langley
School on the bluff above his farm in the 1890s. The Mclvors made a good living off their farm, and
most of the teachers at the school boarded with them. He charged $10 per month and later $12.

In 1927, the Mclvors retired to a house on Francis Street in Fort Langley. About 300 guests attended
their anniversary in 1936. Murdock died in 1946 at the age of 98, while Annie had passed away in
1940.

Kenneth Mclvor, born in 1890, stayed home and worked the family farm with his wife Ellen. They
lived in a shack which they had brought up the river and raised four daughters on their 40 acres.
Ken too was a school trustee and a member of the Langley Agricultural Association and the Native
Sons of BC of Post #9. He worked on numerous prize-winning exhibits at the P.N.E. and died in
1949, only two three years later than his long-lived father. From “The Place Between, Vol 1”




Spring at the CN Station, By Diane Simpson

Spring was always a busy time at the Station. Before all the snow was melted, the first boxes of
chicks began to arrive from the Hatchery. That meant lots of kindling and coal at the ready. Dad
would first open each box and count all the healthy chicks so the farmer would be accurately
charged by the Hatchery. The benches in the waiting room closest to the heater were stacked with
the unmistakable long, flat boxes with the breathing holes. The ironing board was set up in the
living room right beside the heater, and the chairs in the kitchen were also full of boxes in front of
the oven door. By the time they were all in place, the whole station seemed to reverberate to the
low roar of the tiny chicks cheeping and stomping. Dad was contacting the farmers, busily cranking
the old oak telephone on the wall, so they could get their brooder lamps on to heat up the
chicken house and get into town quickly. By the time farmer and chicks were all on their way
to the farms, and the station cooled down, it had been a busy day for both Mom and Dad. For
a day or two there was an indefinable scent of chick fluff and feed all through the station.

All kinds of unusual freight came off that noon train besides groceries for the stores and mail. Two
brothers who farmed quite a distance from town used to ship a nanny and two goats to
Manitoba once a year, always showing up after supper. Dad would groan a little as he heard them
bleating away in the most rickety cage imaginable, fashioned of chicken wire and laths, with a little
sort of sidecar for the kids. He would bring them into the freight shed, and with a determined look,
get a hammer and some small nails to try and make it strong enough to last the journey. Brian and
| would suppress a little laugh as we hunted for the band-aids, because Dad’s skills did not extend
to carpentering of any kind. The goats would bleat all night in the freight shed and we were all
quite happy when they got loaded on the train next day.

Farm dogs often came on the train too, and if they arrived on the Friday of a big spring blizzard, we
had them in the freight shed to care for until the roads cleared on Monday. Of course, by then, the
pups were members of our family, and there were two very long faces waving them goodbye to
weak invitations from the farmers to come and visit them after they got home. Once, though, an
especially cute puppy came, tricolour and just full of beans. Dad kept up the usual “the farmer will
soon be in for his pup”, but finally on Monday he surprised us — that wonderful puppy was ours!
We had great times with that pup, who soon to became a very large dog. Actually, a few rather
awful times too. He liked to spend hot afternoons napping on Mrs. Deary’s prize flowerbed in
front of her hotel. Oh dear. He accumulated quite a few other little habits that gave us lots of
problems. We finally had to find another home for him at Wabamun Lake with some folks who had
a small fishing business. They had plans for the dog to haul the sled when they went ice-fishing.
They wrote us a letter later, telling us the facts. She pulled the sled, her husband carried home fish
and gear and the dog rode on the sled. Brian and | were a bit deficient in dog-training techniques.

Dad’s favourite joke on us happened when he hollered up the stairs to get us up in the mornings
after he had lit the stove and it was warm. He would occasionally ask us if we heard any noises in
the freight shed, and we (knowing full well what was coming) always replied “No, Dad, not a
sound” at which he always said “Well, there were two stiffs in there last night, just thought I'd let
you know in case you heard the dancing”. It must have been a remnant of his Nova Scotia humour.




1954 Commonwealth Games
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BC Sports Hall of Fame curator and facility director Jason Beck, who has resided in Langley since
2011, has written a new book on the event that first put Vancouver and BC on the world sports
map, entitled The Miracle Mile: Stories of the 1954 British Empire and Commonwealth Games.
Published by Caitlin Press, The Miracle Mile chronicles the key athletic stories of the 1954 Games
building up to the Games’ final day when the historic race that came to be known as the ‘Miracle
Mile” was run at Empire Stadium between England’s Roger Bannister, the first man to run a mile in
under four minutes, and Australia’s John Landy, the second man to run a sub-four-minute mile and
the world record holder.

Beck spent ten years researching and writing The Miracle Mile and interviewed over 80 athletes and
individuals from a dozen nations who were there in 1954. The book features over 150 archival
photos, most never before published. The book even features several Langley connections,
including Langley long jumper Dave Stafford, who competed for Canada, and Canadian boxing coach
Tommy Paonessa, who resided in Langley near the end of his life, passing away at age 103 in 2010.
Keep your eyes peeled - Jason
will be one of the LHS members’
meetings presenters next year!

The Miracle Mile ($29.95 plus
tax) is available at most local g
bookstores or can be purchased F
online through the BC Sports Hall
of Fame website:
www.bcsportshalloffame.com/
menu/the-miracle-mile or the
Caitlin Press website: caitlin-
press.com/our-books/miracle-
mile-the/).




