PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
{INOVEMBER 2014}

The Directors of the Heritage Society spent the day,
October 25, touring the properties which we manage. This
is an annual event to keep everyone aware of the challenges
of these sites and giving us all an opportunity to enjoy the
hospitality of our tenants. We thank all our tenants for
their outstanding level of care and pride that is so evident.

We are looking for ideas and help in planning events around
our coming celebration year — our 35t anniversary of the
Langley Heritage Society and the 100t year of the building
of the CN Station. The Society can be very proud of our
members’ efforts in preserving this landmark historic
building in Fort Langley. It has not only been preserved but
is a strong link in the chain of venues that make Fort
Langley a great tourist destination. The Society has, with
the determination of many volunteers, expanded visitors’
enjoyment and knowledge with gardens, caboose and
passenger car, speeder shed, display track, railway display,
and many related memorabilia. The number of members
who have taken an interest and supported the development
of this site during the past 85 years is remarkable.

Two of these outstanding Fort Langley boosters who are
still contributing to activities at the station are Bays and
Bob Blackhall. We thank you and everyone else who has
supported the station project over the many years.

I hope to see you all on Sunday, November 16th at our
annual Douglas Day potluck at Wailloughby Hall.

Fred Pepin
LHS President




“LOOKING AT LANGLEY HISTORY:
MASZTALAR FAMILY OF ALDERGROVE”
{WITH MAUREEN PEPIN}

Pete (Poitr) Masztalar was born in Skalat, Poland, on August 19, 1904, and emigrated to
Canada in 1928, just before the Great Depression. After two years working on farms in the
Prairies, Pete came to Vancouver, where he met Mary Krawiec; Mary was also from Poland,
and was born on March 1, 1904. Pete and Mary were married in 1930 and subsequently
saved enough money to purchase 40 acres at 1740 Jackman Road (272"d) in Aldergrove for
the price of $400. Pete and Mary had five children: Helen, John, Mike, Pete, and Jenny.

Every weekend the family piled into their old Model T touring car, which was loaded with
material for the farm. One trip in particular is very vivid in John Masztalar’s mind. On this
occasion, the back seat was removed and loaded with chimney bricks. Only 2 mile from their
Vancouver home, the rear floor gave way and the bricks crashed onto the street car tracks,
with the car’s drive shaft broken. The area was cleared to prevent an accident with a street
car, and the car was towed home and repaired. They re-loaded the bricks, and this time got
as far as the long hill on Grandview Highway. When the car could not make the hill, the
family got out and walked up the hill, while Pete put the car in reverse and backed up the
hill. Once at the top of the hill, they all got back in the car and arrived at the farm with no
further incidents.

In 1987, the Masztalars moved to their Aldergrove tarm, which was really just a small yard
and garden surrounded by trees. Hydro did not arrive until the mid-forties. Running water
was in the form of a stream 150 feet from the house; the creek supported good catches of
trout and salmon in those days. In 1938 and 1940, the family had to escape from bush fires,
but fortunately their buildings were saved. Their large stand of fir trees was used for
cutting lumber for building and for cutting cordwood to sell to Lynden Dairy to fire up their
boilers. The old railroad grade rails and ties were used to help build the barn. The trees on
the farm produced timber 55 feet in length. Pete was a carpenter by trade and an
experienced well digger, so he helped neighbors to build homes and barns and dig wells.
Eventually, a tractor replaced the horses and the herd of milk cows increased from five to
fourteen. Their first farm status arrived with the shipping of one 10 gallon can of milk per
day.

After Pete and Mary retired, their youngest daughter Jenny and her husband Reid
McDonald, of the McDonald family of Mt. Lehman (see October newsletter), purchased the
dairy farm, which is still a producing berry farm today.

GUEST SPEAKER SUBMISSIONS

If you know of a local author or historian and you would like to see them present their
work to the Langley Heritage Society at our monthly members’ meetings, please forward
your request to Sandra at 604-836-0242 or via email at littlebutterfly 40@hotmail.com.




“DOWN BY THE STATION”
{BY BAYS BLACKHALL

Fall is now upon us and we are certainly glad to have the roof repaired on the
E&E railcar and the garden wall on Mavis completed. Plans are being made to check
all our lights so that the station and trees can be ‘sparkling bright’ for Christmas
and the Fort Langley tree lighting ceremonies. By the spring, we hope to have more
plantings on the roadside and Mrs. Simpson’s garden ready for our visitors.

Next year, 2015, should be an exciting one for the Heritage Society as it will be the
100th Anniversary of the opening of the Great Northern Railway Station in Langley.
Of course, it became the Fort Langley Station for the Canadian Northern Railway two
years later and we all know it as our Langley Heritage Society CN Station. The celebration
will be very meaningful for us all and Gerry has been working on plans for the special
event. The committee will be looking for volunteers to become involved and will
also contact local organizations for support. This special occasion featuring the our
Langley Heritage Society Fort Langley CN site and its history will also be celebrating
the great contribution the railways have made to the history of Canada, the Provinces
and all the communities involved. We have selected August 15" and 16" for the
main commemorative events, so be sure and mark your calendars.

As this is the last newsletter before the New Year the Langley Heritage Society
Railroaders wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy, Healthy 2015.

DOUGLAS DAY POTLUCK REMINDER

Please Note The New Venue: Willoughby Hall, located at 8208 — 208%™ Street.
When: Sunday, November 16, 2014

Time:

5:30 — 6:00pm - Meet and Greet

6:00pm — Welcome and Dinner, Guest Speaker to Follow

Our guest speaker this year will be James Foulkes, who will give a talk entitled: The Collins
Overland Telegraph Trail: BC’s First Electronic Communication.

RSVP: Please let Rosemary Genberg know if you are coming and what your pot luck
contribution will be via email at povertyhill@shaw.ca, or by telephone at 604-534-2338.

Deadline for RSVP: Thursday, November 13 @ 6 pm.

Please Note: This event is for members and invited guests only, and is not open to the public.




“HISTORY OF THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE”
{SPEECH GIVEN BY ALICE JOHNSON}

On the night of February 12, 1897 in Stoney Creek, Ontario, everything was still, but it was
cold and big snowflakes were falling straight down from an overcast sky. The men stamped
snowy feet around the heater and then moved to seats as chairman Erland Lee stood up to
what was to be the most momentous meeting the Farmer's Institute had ever known. When
Mrs. Hoodless was introduced as a speaker, a new wind seemed to blow through the 35
women present for ladies night. She spoke of the death of her firstborn and of her terrible
sorrow when she realized that he had died from drinking impure milk and that his death
could have been prevented it she only knew. She was determined to do all she could and she
had already headed a campaign for clean milk. In her speech, she said that girls should be
educated to fit them properly for the sphere of life for which they are destined, that of
homemaking, and this should be done by teaching domestic science in the public schools. She
suggested the women form their own organization similar to the Farmer's Institute. It was
too late that evening for discussion and they agreed to meet again on February 19, and 385
women said they would come. Mr. Lee drew a great breath of relief as he had worked hard
that night to have Mrs. Hoodless on the program, as he fought prejudice among his own
members, ignorance and apathy among their wives. Illness was the will of God, they said.
Who was this new woman who thought she knew better than devoted mothers who had
borne 10 children, with maybe only 3 of them dying from typhoid and consumption. On the
night of February 19, 101 ladies came through drifting roads as lots of publicity was done
and the ladies began to realize there was a need for an organization; Mrs. Hoodless was
made honorary president.

Women's Institutes started in BC in 1909 through the eftorts of a young lady called Laura
Rose, who was judging at fairs and she liked the mood of the Pioneer Province as she
started W.IL's in the East and Alberta. She organized 19 institutes in 1909. The Farmer's
Institute Superintendent, Mr. Scott, said that 23 Institutes had been formed with a good
membership and in every case meetings were held every month, where one of the members
or a guest delivered a paper on some topic of interest to the ladies. Under the Agricultural
Act of 1911, the Institutes were legally recognized.

1922 saw the beginnings of 2 important projects: Othoa Scott Fund and the Women's
Institute booth at the PNE. The former was a letter from a mother on Hornby Island asking
how she could get help for her little Othoa Scott, who was very ill with a tubercular spine. A
plea was sent out to the branches and fundraising started. It was decided to set aside
$1000.00 to provide a building fund for a hospital in Vancouver. In 1925, the Women's
Institute Hospital Association for Crippled Children was incorporated. In 1927 a 30 bed
Queen Alexandra Solarium opened with Othoa Scott as one of the first patients. That same
year, the Crippled Children's Hospital opened in Vancouver with a 16 bed capacity; in 19438
the name was changed to the Children's Hospital. Shortly after the Solarium opened, an
outbreak of spinal meningitis provided many tragic cases in need of help. By 1953, the
original building at Mill Bay was worn out in service. With the help of institutes and other
organizations, 40 acres was bought, which was known as the Holly Farm, and in 1958 the




new 64 bed Solarium was opened. It is a hospital home-schooled for children requiring long
term care. Othoa Scott was financed to a business course by the institutes and was earning
her own living. Money that was left over started the Othoa Scott Fund, which is still
going today. The Children's Hospital was on 59th Ave in Vancouver until it ran out of space
and went down on Oak Street and here again another building is starting.

I think it is fitting we are in Fort Langley today as the first Women's Institute in
Douglas District was formed here in 1910, at first it was called Langley Fort. The first
President was a Mrs. L.B. Coulter and the first District President was a Mrs. Ella
MacDougall. During the first years, Fort Langley members held picnics with the Farmers'
Institute. They sponsored an Athletic Club and May Day Celebrations, helped buy land and
raise funds for a Community Hall. In the depression days, they set up their own relief
committee. They were instrumental in bringing a doctor and druggist to the
community. War work done, they turned to helping the local hospital and the "Langholm"
home for the aged, as well as continuing with hall improvements. I also just found that the
branch participated in agricultural programs and "V" bundles, also known as British
Bundles. With other W.L.'s, they dressed the Centennial dolls now in the Centennial Museum
here in Fort Langley.

Other institutes in the district helped to maintain community halls, sponsored Pro-Rec
programs which now would be fitness clubs. They helped needy families and donated books
to the library. Langley Prairie instigated sewing and woodworking in local schools and was
the first organization to accept manual training and home economics when these were
offered to the municipalities; Langley was the first municipality to have such training.
Members first supplied school needs and then helped to organize the PTA.

In 1958, a Centennial Cookbook was done. I use mine all the time, as I find it more practical
than many others. Our own branch started in 1992 with 11 members and now 35. We
support our world organization ACWW with our Pennies for Friendship, now Coins for
Friendship, with a 50/50 draw each meeting and the raftle at our craft fair in April, which is
ACWW month bring our loose change. ACWW is the largest international organization of
rural women. Through Coins for Friendship contributions, it aims to promote international
goodwill and to help the standard of living and education of rural women and their tamilies
through training programs and community development projects. Langley Memorial
Hospital is one of our projects, supplying preemie bonnets, picture albums for the children
and also financial support towards equipment. A bursary is given to a student at Mountain
Secondary. We are strong supporters of the Willoughby Hall with a few ladies on the
hall executive. We are also in partnership with the hall in looking after the Heritage
School and have the children entertain us at our Christmas meeting.

The list could go on and on, of all that has been accomplished over the years by the W.I.'s
and many under difficult circumstances - [such as] road conditions and poor drinking water,
as there was no running water and no electricity. In the years gone by, W.I. Members have
lived up to the example set by the early pioneers. They took great interest in any project
for the betterment of community life. We have been left with a great legacy.




LANGLEY HERITAGE
SOCIETY 2014-2015
SPEAKER SCHEDULEK

Members” meetings occur
on the fourth Tuesday of
each month at 7:30pm at
historic Milner Chapel,
located at 6716 - 216th
Street. Stay for social time,
coftee & refreshments after.

September 23, 2014
Robert Mackay
WW1 & Canadian Calvary

October 28, 2014
Julie Ferguson
James Douglas

Sunday, November 16, 2014
Douglas Day Potluck
Location: Willoughby Hall
James Foulkes
Collins Overland Telegraph

January 27, 2015
Gwen Settle
WRENSs of the 1960s

February 24, 2015
Cam Cathcart
Vancouver’s Roedde House
Museum and Family

March 24, 2015
Helen Chernoft Freeman
Doukhobor Assimilation in
British Columbia

April TBA, 2015
Annual General Meeting

UPCOMING
MEETINGS & EVENTS

{November 16, 2014}

Douglas Day Potluck
Guest speaker James Foulkes, a retired
surveyor, spent 45 years reviewing the history
of properties. His presentation is on the Collin
Overland Telegraph Co. (1860s) and the
technological developments that forever
changed how our pioneers communicated.
There will be a hands-on display of Foulkes’
search for remnants of the 1st telegraph to BC.

SUPPORTERS & SUPPLIERS

LHS wishes to express our gratitude to
supporters who contribute to our projects. We
recommend these trades people and suppliers.

Clark Drilling Services
604-534-9941

Bob McPherson (Electrician)
604-530-8715

Terry Tokiwa (Plumbing)
604-533-1983

Robertson Plastics
604-533-6677

A-1 Glass, Aldergrove
604-856-6550

Charlie Ness (Plumbing/ Renovation)
604-626-2911

DJ Hockin Painting and Decorating (Dave)
604-850-8520

Nuftloors
604-533-4231




