PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
{OCTOBER 2014}

We were fortunate to have a warm, sunny day for the Open
House at the Lattimer House on October 1. Thank you to
the members of the Social Committee for providing
refreshments for our many visitors. Meeting the completion
date of October 1 required the help of a number of people,
both volunteers and paid employees. These included Bob
McPherson, electrical; Dave Hockin, painting; NuFloors,
flooring material; Steften Dorn, flooring installer; Tracy
LeTourneau, painting; Allan and Rob, general workers; and
Manjeet and Paul Sakhora, great neighbours. We welcome
Tracy and her family to our list of heritage house tenants.

The Heritage BC annual conference was held in Cloverdale
on September 26 and 27. I found it encouraging to hear how
many communities are embracing cultural tourism and
heritage preservation. Planners and architects are
producing guidelines for sustainable rehabilitation of
existing and heritage buildings. There are still challenges
and different approaches to heritage conservation, but its
importance is becoming evident to most places.

Several members attended the conference, and additional
directors and members attended the awards ceremonies to
offer congratulations to Ted and Lynda Lightfoot for
leading the Hands On Heritage initiative for which the
Langley Heritage Society received an Outstanding
Achievement Award. The Fort Langley Citizens for
Sustainable Development were also recognized for their
contribution to Advocacy, Awareness, and Planning.

I hope to see many of you at the Douglas Day meeting and
potluck on November 16.

Fred Pepin
LHS President




“LANGLEY HERITAGE SOCIETY
RESTORES HISTORIC LATTIMER HOUSE”
{BY KAY MCCOMISH & SHARON JOHNSON}

The open house of the Lattimer
house on October 1, 2014 was
attended by many people, including
Betty (Lattimer) Miller. Betty figured
her family lived in the house
from 1920 to 1960 before they moved
to Edmonton. Betty was accompanied
by her daughter, Marjory Miller, and
her niece, Maura Cormack, who were
delighted to find out more of their
heritage.

The Lattimer House is located on
what was once part of the Hudson
Bay FFarm in the heart of Milner. In
1905, the property was owned by the
Robert Hutchinson family. When the
BC Electric Railway arrived in Milner
in 1910, Hutchinson subdivided his 40
acres and had houses built. The house is thought to have been acquired by David Lattimer
when he returned from WWIL.

Above: The home 1n 2012 before renovations began.

While touring the
house, Betty shared
many details with
Ray  McComish.
After taking a tour
upstairs, Betty said
that the stairs had
been changed. In
her time, the stairs
went up from the
kitchen which made
the front bedroom
.| larger and  the
- | kitchen  smaller.

| When asked about

e

: : | ol the spelling
Above: The building was raised, moved, a new foundation made, new porch, of _ Lattimer VS.
new electrical, new bathroom, siding replaced and more. Latimer, Betty said




when her dad returned from the war the pension cheques came in the name of Lattimer, so
he then started to use the name with the double “t” so he could cash his cheque.

Betty’s mother, “Grandma Smith,” lived in the house next door (to the north of the
house). The daughter and niece laughingly recalled that the grandmother slept on the porch
when it was hot. Several times when people left the dance hall in the summer, they would sit
on her steps and enjoy a few beers, not realizing that she was sleeping right there.

While standing on the front step, Betty recalled a small little vine that grew up on the porch.
She said they had to dig for it under the house in the spring and if the top was cut off it
would not grow. The plant was very pretty with shamrock-like leaves and little red flowers
that attracted hummingbirds. Ellen Worrell thinks it is called the “hummingbird trumpet
vine”.

The family said they were very happy to have been invited out for the Open House.
Betty made a point of telling Kay that, “it was always a happy house”.

Once again, Fred Pepin has done an amazing job restoring a heritage home to its
former glory, preserving another important part of Langley’s heritage, and more
importantly the Milner Heritage Area. This charming character home is considered to
be of a vernacular farmhouse design, as were most homes in the Langley area at the time.
It is one of the oldest homes in the Milner area on its original location.

Below: In 2014 with renovations finished. At the back right is the shed from the Noel Booth property.




“DOWN BY THE STATION?”
{BY BAYS BLACKHALL}

Life goes on at the CN site. The road has been replaced and our crumbling wall is now a
lovely neat cement brick structure. And our special dogwoods and the old firs are still in their
beds. Last weekend the root of the E&E railcar was newly blacked and what an
improvement! Our tireless Gerry Landsman, model RR expert, has been keeping things
running smoothly with Olivia and our volunteers there on the weekends.

FLAG artists participated in the Art Studio Tours on September 21st, 22nd, 27thand 28t. It
was a lovely experience for visitors as there were 3 or 4 artists working together
demonstrating their work. Many of the people who came to see the art also visited the rest
of the site, even though the coach was closed. The model railroad continues to attract
families, many of whom return every weekend.

Hopefully all will be back to normal by Thanksgiving weekend and we can reopen the coach
for Cranberry Festival after which we close until May. A big thank you to all our volunteers.

Post Script: The Site was extremely busy during the Cranberry Festival and the Bells and
Whistles Mini Golf was successtul as usual out in Mrs. Simpson’s garden. We received a
donation of $100. The committee will be meeting to review the season and will prepare the
site for the winter months.

HERITAGE BC ANNUAL AWARDS

Heritage BC has conferred an “Outstanding Achievement Award” to Ted & Lynda Lightfoot
and the Langley Heritage Society in recognition of the “Hands on Heritage” initiative to
attempt to protect and preserve the Heritage Conservation Area in Fort Langley, and to
promote heritage awareness.

Harold Whittel received an award from Heritage BC on behalf of the Society of Fort
Langley Residences for Sustainable Development (FLRSD) in the area of Advocacy,
Awareness and Planning.

The awards were presented at Heritage BC's Gala night on September 27t during their fall
conference in Cloverdale. These awards honoured the efforts made by these two groups to
protect Fort Langley from development that disregarded the Township of Langley’s own
guidelines. The guidelines had been in place for 20 years to protect and preserve the
heritage character in Fort Langley, and in particular to limit the height of buildings in the
Heritage Conservation Area to 29.5 feet.

Hands on Heritage collected over 1,000 handprints in support of the “Hands on Heritage”
program.




DOUGLAS DAY POTLUCK DETAILS

Please take careful note of the new venue: Willoughby Hall, 8208 — 208t Street
When: Sunday, November 16, 1014
Time: 5:30pm - 6:00pm — Meet & greet / 6:00pm — Welcome and dinner; speaker to follow

The guest speaker this year will be Jim Foulkes, who will tell us the story about the Collins
Overland Telegraph Trail: BC’s First Electronic Communication.

RSVP: Please let Rosemary Genberg know if you are coming and what your pot luck
contribution will be: via email at povertyhill@shaw.ca, or by telephone at 604-534-2338.

Deadline for RSVP: Thursday, November 13th at 6:00pm

We look forward to seeing you at the newly renovated Willoughby Community Hall!

“TLOOKING AT LANGLEY HISTORY:
MCDONALD FAMILY OF MT. LEHMAN”
{(WITH MAUREEN PEPIN}

James Anaes McDonald, Sr., was born at Wheatley River, Prince Edward Island, on
January 80, 1883. Leaving home at age 14, he made his way across Canada working
the crop fields and on the railroad. He came to the BC coast to log and work in the
sawmills. In the Mt. Lehman area, he worked as a high rigger.

In 1917, he married Beatrice Ferguson, the daughter of Munroe and Annie Ferguson (nee
Merrytield). Jim and Beatrice had fourteen children — Lillian, Bernice, Marion, James,
Gordon, Verna, Shirley, Beverly, Basil, Ian, Beatrice, Lorne, Ross, and Reid.

In 1929, Jim McDonald got the first contract to haul milk in the Bradner/Mt. Lehman area
by truck for the Fraser Valley Milk Producers. His truck picked up the milk from the farm
milk stands and hauled it to Sardis, Delair, and Vancouver. As there were very few vehicles
in the area, Jim's truck was also used to haul large family groups to the annual
church picnics at White Rock and Cultus Lake. Some people even used the truck to
pick up supplies for their farms. Jim used the truck for general hauling — logs, coal,
and gravel. Jim retired in 1946. He died in 1954 and his wife in 1957

Jim McDonald, Jr., like his brothers, was a keen soccer player. He was a active community
member, serving as an Alderman for 12 years on the Matsqui Council. In 1946, Jim
took over the milk route, hauling milk until 1970 when the FVMPA closed oft the era
of the milk can. Jim hauled the last can to the Delair Plant at Abbotsford. Then he
drove the school bus for seventeen years, and in 1985 retired to his farm.




LANGLEY HERITAGE
SOCIETY 2014-2015
SPEAKER SCHEDULEK

Members” meetings occur
on the fourth Tuesday of
each month at 7:30pm at
historic Milner Chapel,
located at 6716 - 216th
Street. Stay for social time,
coftee & refreshments after.

September 23, 2014
Robert Mackay
WW1 & Canadian Calvary

October 28, 2014
Julie Ferguson
James Douglas

Sunday, November 16, 2014
Douglas Day Potluck
Location: Willoughby Hall
James Foulkes
Collins Overland Telegraph

January 27, 2015
Gwen Settle
WRENSs of the 1960s

February 24, 2015
Cam Cathcart
Vancouver’s Roedde House
Museum and Family

March 24, 2015
Helen Chernoft Freeman
Doukhobor Assimilation in

British Columbia

April TBA, 2015
Annual General Meeting

UPCOMING
MEETINGS & EVENTS

{October 28, 2014}
Julie Ferguson & James Douglas
Julie Ferguson, professional speaker, freelance
writer and photographer, will speak about
James Douglas, who was packed oft" to join the
fur trade at age fifteen. His story is one of
adventure and hardship in a wild land that led
him to become governor of two colonies. Julie’s
book, James Douglas: Father of  British
Columbia, will be available for sale for $16.

SUPPORTERS & SUPPLIERS

LHS wishes to express our gratitude to
supporters who contribute to our projects. We
recommend these trades people and suppliers.

Clark Drilling Services
604-534-9941

Bob McPherson (Electrician)
604-530-8715

Terry Tokiwa (Plumbing)
604-533-1983

Robertson Plastics
604-533-6677

A-1 Glass, Aldergrove
604-856-6550

Charlie Ness (Plumbing/ Renovation)
604-626-2911

DJ Hockin Painting and Decorating (Dave)
604-850-8520

Nuftloors
604-533-4231




