
 

President’s Message 

 
All of our Board of Directors have worked very well this past year 
as we position our Society to respond to future endeavours. We 
are beginning our 40th year of preserving the history of Langley. 
It is very rewarding to look at our successes and remember the 
wonderful people we have worked with and who have encour-
aged us over this period. 

This year we had the good fortune of hiring Helen Williams to 
manage the CN Station site. After the disruption of underground 
wiring and a new retaining wall, the gardens were in need of re-
juvenation. Helen and the station committee are also managing 
painting, new signage, and other station-related activities as well 
as an enthusiastic group of volunteers. 

I thank Bob Armstrong for his service to the Board. Health and 
family time concerns regrettably have caused his decision to re-
sign. We are pleased to welcome Ellie Bosh as our new director. 

Below are some of the many people that I wish to thank for their 
hours of service to the Langley Heritage Society this past year: 

* All our Board members 

* Our committee members and supporters (school pro-
grams, speaker committee, newsletter editor, station vol-
unteers and committee members, social committee, etc.) 

* Special events volunteers                                               
(Campbell Valley, Remembrance Day, Canada Day) 

* Caretakers taking outstanding care of our heritage sites 

We shall miss members Mae Smith, Norm Severide, Inta 
Schorcht, Peter Genber, and Betty Perrett who passed away this 
past year. Our condolences to their families. 
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2019 Volunteer Fair to be Annual Event 

During the Langley Heritage Society  Vol-
unteer Fair on April 27, 2019, all new vol-
unteers who signed up were entered into 
a draw to win a gift basket valued at 
$100. Similarly, all CNR Station returning 
volunteers had a chance to win a basket 
of wines from a local winery.  

We’re grateful to Elsie Weiss of RE/MAX Aldercenter Realty for donating the gift baskets and help-
ing organize the event along with all CNR volunteers and LHS members staffing the station.  
 

Langley Secondary School Turns 110! 
If you’re a grad from Langley Senior Secondary School’s long history, plan to attend the VIP recep-
tion on June 8th. Our president, Fred Pepin, was part of the first graduating class at the new LSS 
school, and Maureen Pepin was vice-principal at LSS for eight years. Read more about Fred and 
Maureen’s recollections at: https://tinyurl.com/y5jksfwz  

To purchase event tickets, visit: langleyschooldistrictfoundation.com/events-.html 

 

CNR Station manager Helen Williams presents Jim 
Simning with the Volunteer Appreciation Basket. 

Charlotte Landsman punching a visitor’s train ticket . 

New Volunteer Draw Winner: Carol Tremblay 

https://tinyurl.com/y5jksfwz
https://www.langleyschooldistrictfoundation.com/events-.html
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Volunteers Have Fun at Cloverdale Station 

Before the CNR Station opened for the 
2019 season, new and returning volun-
teers were treated to a ride on interurban 
tram car 1225, a tour of the Discovery 
Barn, and a fun time riding the speeder 
and velocipede at Surrey Heritage Rail. 

Thanks to our friends at the Fraser Valley 
Heritage Railway for  hosting us on their  
opening day. 

Picture (left to right): Mark Forsythe, Tom Ham-
mel, and Bill Wiseman. 

 
 

Heritage Tea Forges New Links 

Langley Heritage Society hosted its annual Heritage Week Tea in February at the Milner Chapel 
highlighting its heritage partners in Langley region. LHS President Fred Pepin launched the event 
and encouraged all collaborate more in the days ahead.  

Brigette Wieronski, manager at the Fort Langley National His-
toric Site (and LHS board member) outlined exciting things 
happening at the fort. Matt Offer from the Canadian Museum 
of Flight described their Family Day event that attracted 
1,300 people to the Langley Airport.  

CNR Station manager Helen Williams thanked all the volun-
teers who keep our 1915 heritage site humming. This year’s 
projects include restoration of the Simpson heritage gardens 
and improvements to our exhibits. Two new videos about the 
station have been created by students at Brookswood Sec-
ondary School and can be found at the bottom of our video 
page at langleyheritage.ca.   

Langley Centennial Museum curator Kobi Christian outlined 
plans for the museum’s 61st year. June Speedie from the Al-
der Grove Heritage Society detailed projects ahead — includ-
ing organizing their collection of 100,000 local photographs. 

 

 

 

https://www.langleyheritage.ca/
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In 2018, the Board decided to examine our 
mandate and goals to collectively develop a 
high level Strategic Plan for the Society. Shift 
Consulting facilitated two planning sessions in 
January and February, 2019 to help us develop 
this plan.  
 
The Strategic Plan was developed with the as-
sistance of members Sharon Johnson, Lynda 
Lightfoot, and Helen Williams and summarizes 
eight key theme areas and motivating concerns 
that emerged in this planning exercise. Four 
key projects were identified: 
 
1. Increasing Society Membership  
(Lead: Chad Turpin) 
Purpose: To sustain the Langley Heritage Socie-
ty with an increase in 'engaged' members. 
 
2. Attracting Volunteers (Lead: Lotte Elias) 
Purpose: To attract more volunteers to sustain 
the Society while extending the reach and level 

of engagement within the community. 
 
3. Acquiring and Maintaining Properties  
and Sites (Lead: Tom Annandale) 
Purpose: To sustain the core purpose and man-
date of the Langley Heritage Society. 
 
4. Sustaining the Skill Sets and Energy of the 
Langley Heritage Society Board  
(Lead: Mark Forsythe) 
Purpose: To sustain the leadership team and 
the important expertise they bring to the Lang-
ley Heritage Society. 
 
The next steps will be to get feedback from our 
membership on the Strategic Plan and continue 
working on four key projects identified in the 
Annual Report.   
 
We will be following up with further communi-
cation to members via email and the website to 
get members' feedback. 

Remembering Old Yale Road 

When Old Yale Road passed through Langley, it 
opened up new land south of the Fraser River but it 
only became passable in 1897-1898 when it was 
gravelled. 

In 1922 the first 2 mile section of road was cement-
ed between Langley Prairie and Murrayville. 

The cement was laid by A.B. Palmer Co. who 
stamped the date in the pavement at the end of 
each day. 

Source: Roads Other Place Names in Langley, BC, by Maureen L. 
Pepin. Picture: Yale Road, c. 1900. Drivers used the left side of the road until 1923.  

Strategic Planning for the Society 
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Down By the Station 

 

The retaining wall and services of a professional gardener 
to restore Mrs. Simpson’s garden plantings has improved 
the station grounds. White dalmatian foxglove are bloom-
ing once again. 
 
Thanks to the generous donation of equipment and speak-
ers by Genesis Alarms, you’ll hear a variety of early railway 
sounds streaming from the station house. Some of the 
sounds include the tapping of the telegraph, steam en-
gines rolling to a stop, among other surprises to entice visi-
tors to stop inside. Sounds recorded courtesy of acoustic 
musician and LHS Director—Tom Hammel. 
 
Be sure to visit the railcar and tap out some dots and dash-
es while learning about Morse code and the creation of 
the telegraph. Thanks to Mary Watt’s research, we have a 
hands-on display to showcase our telegraph apparatus. 
 

Two NEW LHS Videos 
Produced with students at Brookswood Secondary School, 
there are two new videos on the LHS website. 
 
CN Station Memories 
Step inside Fort Langley’s 1915 CNR station and learn 
about the arrival of the first British war bride, why the tele-
graph was developed, and Royal whistle stops in Langley.  
 
Life at CN Station 
Fort Langley’s Diane Simpson grew up at CNR stations in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. In this video, Diane describes 
what life was like growing up beside the tracks, and the 
duties of station agents.  

 

Pop-up Performance Stage at the Station: July 27 & 28 
 

Whether it’s Cool Train, the A Train or the Midnight Special, the magic of trains and railways have 
inspired musicians for 200 years. The Langley Heritage Society is once again proud to host a pop-up 
performance stage at our heritage CNR Station during the 2019 Fort Langley Jazz & Arts Festi-
val.  Grab a blanket and stretch out on the lawn on Saturday and Sunday. (Corner of Mavis & Glover) 
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 2019 Annual General Meeting & Dinner 

Thanks to our members for the great 
turnout at our AGM and dinner that 
was held on April  12, 2019.  Attend-
ance was 87 and all members enjoyed a 
lovely buffet style dinner provided by 
Valley Catering.  

Our presenter, Ralph Drew, shared 
some fascinating stories from his new 
book, Coquitlam Chronicles. He talked 
about the natural and cultural history of 
Coquitlam.  

We thanked director Bob Armstrong 
who is stepping down from the Board 
and we welcomed Ellie Bosch as a new 
director.  

Your 2019-2020 Board of Directors are: 
Fred Pepin, Mark Forsythe, Tom Annan-
dale, Lotte Elias, Jim Foulkes, Carol 
Briner, Dave Buckley, Margo Harrison, 
Tom Hammel, Brigitte Wieronskij, Chad 
Turpin, and Ellie Bosch.  

Jeff Chanette from the Langley Centen-
nial Museum spoke about the value of 
the LHS Museum program to youth in 
Langley and updated members on what 
is happening at the Museum.  

Good food, good company, and book 
draws rounded out the evening. 

Pictures courtesy of Glenn Disney:  

1. AGM Dinner: Seated (left to right): Sue & 
(Morgan hidden from view) Wilks, David Hock-
in, Bill & Mickey Wiseman, Helen Williams, 
Margot McKenzie, Julie Fullerton. 

2. Speaker, Ralph Drew. 

3. Presentation to LHS Director Bob Armstrong. 
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Great Granddaughter Grateful  
Dixon House and Barn Restored 

Be sure to watch LHS video, Dixon House & Barn: A Century of Farming  
located on the LHS website: langleyheritage.ca/videos  

 

I want to thank whomever was involved in the restoration 
of the Dixon property. My great-grandparents were Her-
bert Clifton Dixon and Emily Jane Dixon.  
 
Our parents have both passed away now and we have been 
going through the family history that our Mom, Janice An-
derson, has and came across an article on the Dixon house.  
Today I looked into it.  I remember Gram (Anderson - nee 
Dixon) having a picture of that great house sitting in her 
front room and thought as a child how grand it was. 

I don't know if whomever was involved had ever thought 
during the restoration process how much that act would 
mean to the generations coming after to have the oppor-
tunity to touch the handprints of their ancestors.  There are 
no words to tell you how much I appreciated coming across 
this and hope to visit with my sisters.  Thank you so much. 

I also remember going to the Cumming's (Danny and 
Rizpah) place in Murrayville as a child.  I believe that would 
have been the same Cummings who bought the home from 
Great Gram and Grandad Dixon as they were the butchers 
in the area.  Would that be the same family?  If I remember 
correctly, Mr. Cumming's Dad's name was Rod.  

If you have any further information, I would appreciate 
learning anything I could so that I may pass it on to the rest 
of the family and record it in our family history. 

Once again thank you so much for your perseverance and 
dedication to such a wonderful project. 

Very sincerely, 
 
Judy Lamb-Richardson 
South Slocan, British Columbia 
  

 

https://www.langleyheritage.ca/videos/


  Stay Tuned for the 2019-20 
LHS Speaker Schedule 

 

Members’ meetings occur on the 
fourth Tuesday of September,  

October, January, and March at 
7:30pm at historic Milner Chapel, 

located at 6716 - 216th Street.  
 
 

{June 8, 2019} 
Museum of Surrey, Photo Walk 

with Sue Bryant, 2-3 pm 
Photography class while learning 
about history. Register online sur-

rey.ca or at 604-501-5100 with 
barcode 4650729. 

 
 

{April 13 - June 2, 2019} 
Langley Centennial Museum  
Exhibit: Legh Mulhall Kilpin 

Commemorating the 100th year of 
Kilpin’s passing. 

 
 

{June 2, 2019} 
BC Farm Museum 
Model A Sunday 

Visit the BC Farm Museum when 
they host the 31st Model A Sun-

day. (Museum admission this day 
is by donation.) All pre-1932 vehi-

cles welcome. 
 
 

{Deadline: July 12, 2019} 
Alder Grove Heritage Society 2019 

Photography Contest  
Submit your best Aldergrove 

boundary area photographs taken 
in either 2018 or 2019.  

Details: telephonemuseum.ca 
 
 

Upcoming Programs and Events 
 

Valley Voices for April, May & June 
 

Surrey Historical Society has launched a series of “Memory 
Socials” that connect people and neighbourhoods. Valley 
Voices hears what they’re learning, and the story of a for-
mer slave family that lived in Cloverdale from society pres-

ident and LHS member Michael Gibbs.  
 

Also, Fort Langley National Historic Site has created a spe-
cial place for kids to have fun — and learn some history. 
Nancy Hildebrand and son Caleb give us a tour. The May 

broadcast features our guest speaker from the AGM, 
Ralph Drew, author of Coquitlam Chronicles.  

 
June’s broadcast will highlight the BC Farm Museum and 

Fraser Valley Heritage Railway. 
 

Tune in Wednesdays on CIVL 101.7 FM | 11 am or follow 
the links at langleyheritage.ca to the podcast, hosted by 

former CBC broadcaster Mark Forsythe. 
 

Supporters & Suppliers 
The Langley Heritage Society wishes to express our grati-
tude to all our volunteers and supporters who contribute 

to our projects. 
 

Dave Hockin @ DJ Hockin Painting & Decorating 
604-850-8520 

 

Ken Wong @ Genesis Alarms 
604-588-1313 

 

Barbara Bryson @ Wisteria Guest House in the Fort 
604-888-4912 

 

Bob McPherson, electrician 
604-530-8715 

 

Nufloors 
604-533-4231 

 

Robertson Plastics 
604-533-4055 

 

http://www.surrey.ca
http://www.surrey.ca
http://www.telephonemuseum.ca

