
 

President’s Message 

 
The shortening daylight tells us to prepare ourselves and our 
properties for  the challenges of winter.  Old or new, the mainte-
nance concerns of our properties are much the same.   

The directors have been busy preparing events that our mem-
bers can enjoy in the coming months as we celebrate our      
4Oth anniversary. 

The event at the Michaud house, organized by the Francophone 
Historical Society, was a reminder of how important this site is to 
the history of our province.  We thank Sandra and those who as-
sisted her in hosting the event.  

We also thank the BC Farm Museum for providing our float in 
the May Day Parade which enjoyed a very large attendance. 

The Pepin picnic was well attended; pleasant weather and great 
food made an ideal opportunity to meet other members. A few 
brave people even enjoyed a swim. 

Our presence at Country Celebrations in Campbell Valley Park 
and the closing of  the CN Station will  mark the end  of  a very 
busy season.   

Station Manager Helen and her many volunteers have received 
large numbers of visitors and greatly enhanced their enjoyment 
of Fort Langley.  We thank them for their devotion to the Station 
site and the community.   

 

Fred Pepin 
LHS President 
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Celebrating 40 Years of Preserving Langley’s History 

September 19th will mark 40 years since a handful of 
people gathered  to  create the  Langley  Heritage  
Society.  

Society president Fred Pepin says, “It is very reward-
ing to look  at our successes  and remember the  
wonderful people we have worked with and            
encouraged us.”  

An early LHS initiative included documenting histori-
cally significant buildings and sites in the Langley re-
gion, which became the foundation for the Township 
of Langley’s Heritage Inventory.  

Today many have official heritage designation. In 
looking to the future, LHS plans to remain a strong 
voice for Langley’s heritage. The board of directors 
recently developed a new Strategic Plan to expand 
membership, attract new volunteers, acquire and 
maintain heritage sites, and sustain the                    
volunteer board.  

Fred Pepin and board member Tom Annandale are respected members of the Township’s Heritage 
Advisory Committee which helps guide TOL councillors’ consideration of heritage issues.  

The Society awards an annual $1,000 
scholarship to a Langley high school stu-
dent in honour of the late Bays Blackhall, 
a dedicated campaigner for Langley’s 
heritage. LHS also promotes heritage 
awareness by sponsoring selected 
schools to attend programs at the Lang-
ley Centennial Museum, and sponsors 
the local school district’s Heritage Fair.  

We  often receive letters of appreciation 
from people with direct links to restored 
buildings.  

Fred has been honoured as a Freeman of Langley Township for his tireless work over these 40 
years, and is dubbed “Mr. Heritage”.  “This is a legacy that I decided I wanted to leave for the     
community.”   

 

 



3 

Generosity of Surrey Heritage Rail Partner 

For all new and returning CNR volunteers 
who missed riding BCER interurban tram 
car 1225 from Cloverdale Station on open-
ing day, our friends at the Fraser Valley 
Heritage Rail Society (FVHRS) graciously 
provided complimentary tickets so all our 
volunteers rode Surrey’s Heritage Rails.  

We were happy to return the favour and 
host a number of the FVHRS board mem-
bers in Fort Langley this August providing 
them a tour of the Fort Langley CNR      
Station as well as the BC Farm Museum. 

 

Annual Pepin Picnic 

The annual Pepin Picnic drew more than 70 members 
of the Langley Heritage Society.  

Thanks to Fred and Maureen Pepin for once again 
sharing their beautiful farm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maureen Pepin leads a garden tour at the Pepin farm. Former LHS president Michael Kluckner and wife 
Christine Allen joined us at the picnic. 

A trained volunteer capturing the attention of the FVHRS    
directors in the Fort Langley CNR Station agent office. 
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Wheels of Time has kicked off on the platform 
of the CNR Station in Fort Langley. The whimsi-
cal production journeys through time to high-
light Langley people and events from 1910 to 
1969, with special attention to the role of the 
CNR Station in Langley’s history. 
 
British war bride Lois Bowling, Dr. Benjamin 
Marr, and carpenter Billy Brown are among the 
local historical figures who make appearances.  

Don’t miss the live re-enactments of life at the 
Fort Langley CNR Station every Saturday until 
October 12, 2019. Performances occur at: 
 

12PM  |  1PM  |  2PM  | 3PM 

Written by LHS board member Mark Forsythe, 
with music written and performed by LHS 
board member Tom Hammel, the play was 
brought to life by the Creative Compass        
Society under the guidance of Brigitte Seib.  
 
The society was created in honour of her late 
son, Myles, a musician who loved the arts. The 
Society’s mission is to help mentor emerging 
local talent. 

Actors: (left to right)  Barb Coulter,  Cassidy  
Flyman, Andrew Keilbart, Barb McLeod, Tom 
Hammel, Paul Cowhig (seated) 

Props & Costumes: Ruth Bedell 

Sound: Tyler Seib 

Live Re-enactments on the Station Platform 
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Down By the Station 

 

News of Mrs. Simpson’s garden being returned to it’s 
original glory caught the ears of Jennifer Chen of the Early 
Edition on CBC Morning Radio. After interviewing Station 
Manager Helen Williams and gardener Bob Shore  she 
produced   a   podcast    on   June 11,  2019    called,           
A  garden is transforming Fort Langley's train station into 
historic form. 
 
Throughout July and August, the Sunday busker program 
drew visitors into the station. During the Fort Langley Jazz 
Festival, the CNR Station garden was one of the festival’s 
popup stages and provided a shady haven to listen to jazz 
tunes. 
 
After 40 years of faithful service, the Station’s cedar roof 
is scheduled as one of the next site improvements this 
fall. It’s longevity is owed to the roofer—our very own Mr. 
Heritage (aka Fred Pepin). 

 
Thanks for Thinking of Us 

 
Brent Pears from Bowen Island do-
nated two framed CN pictures given 
to his father, William Bruce Pears, 
upon retiring as a CN air brake ma-
chinist at Pointe-St-Charles in Mon-
treal.  You’ll find them displayed in 
the railcar. 
 
Many thanks to Jon and Katie 
Rempel of Fort Langley’s Rempel 
Mercantile for donating a message 
rod to the Fort Langley CNR Station.  
 
The message rod has been put back 
into “service” as our volunteers 
demonstrate how a station agent 
would  deliver  a  message  to a 
passing train.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Barbara and Ron Bryson of Fort Langley’s Wisteria House 
graciously donated a Brandt Automatic Cashier (pictured 
above). Watch for a new display next year to explain what 
this was used for!  
 
Do You Know? What train would have this onboard? 
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 Canada Day in Fort Langley 

During Fort Langley’s Canada Day, thousands 
of people streamed along King Street in front 
of the Langley Centennial Museum and BC 
Farm Museum. 

At the Langley Heritage Society booth, LHS 
volunteers, like Dave Buckley and Ellie Bosch, 
quizzed the next generation about house-
hold items from long ago. 

Down at the Fort Langley CNR Station, the 
Station had an early start to the holiday 
Monday and was one of the six heritage lo-
cations taking part in the Fort Langley      
Canada Day Scavenger Hunt.  

A big thank you goes 
out to our LHS directors 
(past and current) and 
LHS members who 
staffed the LHS booth 
on King Street, as well 
as to all the CNR volun-
teers who did split 
shifts so the Station 
could be open from  
10am to 4 pm.  

Well done everyone! 
Thank you for sup-
porting and advo-
cating for heritage in 
your community. 

 

 

Bays Blackhall Scholarship 
 

Congratulations to Daniel Carpatian, Brookswood Secondary School graduate and recipient of a 
$1,000 scholarship in memory of long time volunteer Bays Blackhall. We award a scholarship for 
academic achievement and community service to a Langley area high school student each year. 
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Blast From The Past 

Elizabeth Hunter asked us: “Just wondering if anyone recognizes the buildings, I think it’s 
Langley. The Brackman-Ker milling company is in foreground — found a drawing in BC Ar-
chives of it I think, it says it’s Langley Prairie. Thanks so much.”  

It didn’t take long to confirm this is Langley Prairie (today’s Langley City)! 
 

From Dean Irving:  

“Yes it is. That’s Shores Jewelry the 7up sign is the Texas Hotel.” 

 

From Kate Salary:  

“Looking west down Fraser Hwy at about Park Lane to 204/205 (now McBurney Lane.) You 
can see the green and white sign pointing towards the 401 which was the Port Mann Free-
way, just to the left of the Brackman-Ker sign. Behind the photographer to the left of the 
photo would have been Duckworth’s.” 

 

From Russel Hodgkin:  

“The colour and clarity makes me think these were slides and not film. I love the conven-
ience of digital but I miss photos like this. They make revisiting what’s now past, very enjoy-
able. 

 

And from Cathy Pass:  

“Love these old pictures great memories thank you so much.” 



  2019-2020 LHS Speaker 
Schedule 

 

Members’ meetings occur on the 
fourth Tuesday of September,  

October, January, and March at 
7:30pm at historic Milner Chapel, 

located at 6716 - 216th Street.  
 
 

September 17, 2019* 
*Note: Date for September   

speaker series in one week earlier. 
Speaker: Lon Mandrake 

Topic: The Real Mandrake the   
Magician 

 
October 22, 2019 

Speaker: George Garrett 
Topic: Intrepid Reporter 

 
November 15, 2019 
Douglas Day Dinner 
Speaker: Jim Foulkes 

Topic: Henry Houston Scott Park 
project in Cloverdale 

 
January 22, 2020 

Speaker: Shea Henry 
Topic: Renovation of Haney House 

 
February 2020 

Heritage Week Tea 
 

March 24, 2020 
Speaker: Ian Brown 

Topic: Hallowed Ground: Stories of 
the Yale Pioneer Cemetery   

 
April 2020 

Annual General Meeting 
Speaker: TBA 

Location: Fort Langley                
Community Hall 

Upcoming Programs and Events 
 

Valley Voices Highlights LHS Volunteers 
 

In August, Valley Voices (hosted by former CBC broadcast-
er Mark Forsythe) interviews two long-standing LHS volun-
teers— Architect Tom Annandale and Fort Langley’s CNR 

Caboose Manager, Gerry Landsman.  
 

Annandale talks about one of his favourite projects, the 
historic Stave Falls Powerhouse. Gerry Landsman, a model 

railroader extraordinaire who has been at the heritage 
CNR Station in Fort Langley for 25 years, tells listeners 

about Bob Swanson the man who invented the train horns 
that we hear every day.  

 
For the September podcast, Forsythe journeys to historic 

Clayburn built in 1905 - BC’s first company town. 
 

TUNE IN: Wednesdays on CIVL 101.7 FM at 11 am 
Or follow the links under What’s New at 
www.langleyheritage.ca to the podcast. 

 

Supporters & Suppliers 
The Langley Heritage Society wishes to express our grati-
tude to all our volunteers and supporters who contribute 

to our projects. 
 

David Hockin @ DJ Hockin Painting & Decorating 
604-850-8520 

 

Ken Wong @ Genesis Alarms 
604-588-1313 

 

Barbara Bryson @ Wisteria Guest House in the Fort 
604-888-4912 

 

Bob McPherson, electrician 
604-530-8715 

 

Nufloors 
604-533-4231 

 

Robertson Plastics 
604-533-4055 

 


