
 

President’s Message 

 

Flowers are coming! As the temperature rises and evenings 

lengthen people will be outside more admiring their community. 

The people that have supported heritage can be proud of the 

unique community that we enjoy. A building may be only 20 

years old, but it gives us an opportunity to tell the story of our 

fertile lands, our rivers, and fisheries, our aboriginal history, and 

our recent settlement. 

 

With today’s rapid development, we must preserve every aspect 

of our history to help guide today’s and tomorrow’s decisions. I 

wish to thank our Langley museum staff John and Kobi and our 

station manager Helen who worked with our other community 

partners including the BC Farm Museum, Canadian Museum of 

Flight, and Fort Langley National Site for making this year’s     

heritage week events happen. Thanks to Mark, these events 

have been added to our website. 

 

We need you to renew your membership, and we need you to 

continue to express your support for our natural, cultural, and 

built heritage. 

 

I hope that we will soon able to visit together and share your 

concerns. Please be careful. 

 

Fred Pepin 

LHS President 
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Milner Post Office 1908 - Present 

The pioneer community of Milner is situated almost in the centre of the Hudson‘s 

Bay Company Farm. Milner was part of Langley Prairie, but an official name was 

needed with the community’s desire for a post office. 

 

Milner is located 1.5 miles N.E. of Langley City at 6838 216 Street with what many would 

say is a relatively new name. Before the British Columbia Electric Railway (BCER) line was 

constructed in 1909-10, farmers in the Milner district had to go to Langley (Fort Langley) 

for their mail. At the request of the farmers, Mr. T. F. Marrington and Mr. Reid made 

representation to the Post Office Department for a post office. 

 

There was the matter of a name, not only for the post office but for the new BCER sta-

tion that would be built where the Townline Road from Murrayville met the Langley 

Road to Fort Langley. The people of Milner wanted to be called “Langley Prairie”, but the 

upstart community at Innes Corners had already appropriated that name for their BCER 

Station and post office.  

The problem was solved by 

the selection of the name, 

Milner, with the anticipated 

BCER interurban station.  

This name was suggested   

by local school teacher     

William John Mufford, who 

had been reading  a  biog-

raphy  of   Viscount Milner,  

Colonial Administrator. 

Mufford was so impressed 

by the man’s character that 

he suggested that name, and 

it was accepted. 

 

Incidentally, there was another “Townline Road” in the Surrey area (now 96th Avenue). 

There was often some confusion between the two addresses before the street and ave-

nue numbering system was adopted. 

 
 

 

J. Graham Store, Bank of Hamilton, Community Hall (under construction), and 
Moir's blacksmith shop in Milner, B.C. on Townline Road.  Langley Centennial 
Museum Object ID 0453 (ca. 1910)  
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The Milner Post Office opened on July 1, 1908 in Marrington’s house at the corner of 

Crush Road and the BCER tracks, right in the heart of Milner. In 1909, the post office 

moved to the store, and a succession of storekeepers, Hugh McDonald, J.M. Graham, A. 

Sisler, R.E. Chowan, and Bob Rae became postmasters.  

 

In 1921, Mr. Rae sold the store to the Mufford Brothers and took over the post office as 

a separate unit. He built a free standing post office next to the store where the post 

office stayed until 1955. Mr. Rae was postmaster for 30 years between 1919-1949. 

Mr. Rae was followed by a 22 year old lady from Winnipeg, Miss Donalda Morrison. She 

was probably the youngest woman in Canada at the time in charge of a post office of 

that size. She was postmaster for two years, and was followed by Hector Fletcher from 

1951-1955. 

 

In 1955, Duane Benson bought the store and be-

came postmaster as well, even though the post 

office was still in Bob Rae’s free-standing building 

adjacent to the store. Eventually, Duanne had it 

pulled up to the store and joined to it. He       

continued as postmaster until he sold the store 

in 1975. 

 

Bernie Sheppard was postmaster from 1975 to 

1980. Then Peter Loo bought the store and   

community hall above and became the postmas-

ter. In 1996, Peter tore down the old heritage 

store, hall, and post office, and built a new store, 

service station, and post office.  

 

The new Milner Post Office* is situated behind the store and designated as a “Heritage 

Post Office” because the whole-area is a “Heritage Precinct”. This full service post 

office serves the community almost directly across from Glover Road from where Mr. 

Marrington started the post office over 100 years ago. 

 
 

*Milner Post Office is open Monday to Friday but closes for one hour over lunch. Check hours before frequenting.  
 

Article sources: “The Post Offices of Langley Municipality & City,” pp 51-52; Langley Centennial Museum; Milner 

Post Office 

 
 

 

Milner’s present day cancellation stamp for mail 
posted through the post office wicket.  
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Sons’ Chicken Stories Fondly Remember Their Fathers 

Ted Lightfoot and Ken Napier smile and can’t help but chuckle when remembering their fathers’ 
chicken businesses in Langley, and the real-life adventures of these two farmers to keep their 
flocks healthy and genetically strong. 

Ed Lightfoot had a garage in Vancouver. Between the long hours and lead gas fumes, he needed 
a healthier career. He took poultry courses at UBC and made his dream a reality in 1937 by buy-
ing land on 232 Street (Livingstone Road) at 72 Avenue. By 1939 Lightfoot Hatchery was estab-
lished. Frank Napier opened Napier Hatchery and Poultry Farm in 1938 moving his operation 
from Richmond, BC to Milner in 1948 at 224 Street and 64 Avenue (formerly Medd Road). 

Ironically, Ed and Frank met in Langley Hospi-
tal. Ed had an appendectomy just hours after 
rapidly writing out all the orders in his head for 
his wife to fill, with the hired help, in his        
absence. Frank was in the adjoining bed.  

Businesswise, Frank and Ed were competitors 
but you wouldn’t know it. As Ken Napier re-
members, “They were the best of friends. They 
always did things together.”  Similarly, Ted 
Lightfoot remembers if his father or Frank Na-
pier didn’t have enough eggs or chicks for a 
customer, they would help the other out to  
fulfil orders. 

Ed Lightfoot was one of the largest chicken 
producers in the Fraser Valley with 10,000 
birds, selling eggs directly to restaurants in 
Vancouver—cutting out the middleman—as 
well as shipping chicks bound for Alberta by 
rail from the CNR Station in Fort Langley. Frank 
specialized in brown egg layers and also sold 
his eggs directly to local businesses, not 
through the egg marketing board, and shipped 
chick orders across BC via Canada Post. 

Frank and Ed didn’t agree with the restrictions  
of the time that legislated Canadian chicken 

farmers to use roosters supplied by the government. They complained that these roosters were 
not the best quality, and often carried disease that would infect their hatchery flocks.  

  

“Langley’s Agricultural Week: Little Dianne is not the least bit 
afraid of the big New Hampshire rooster  one of 7000 birds on 
the poultry farm of her father E.A. Lightfoot , Langley who was 
host Thursday to a poultry field day.” Vancouver Sun, Friday, 
May 25, 1951 (Clipping from Ted Lightfoot’s family album) 
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Frank and Ed went to poultry conventions together 
and often travelled to the United States learning what 
chicken breeds farmers in California and neighbouring 
states preferred.  

When the coccidiosis disease began killing their chick-
ens, they wanted to vaccinate their birds with the US-
made vaccine not available in Canada. So they smug-
gled it across the border and shared it with other farm-
ers.  

Ken tells us that Frank and Ed went back to the border 
confessing what they did to Agricultural Canada. Word 
got around that the vaccine worked, and the govern-
ment allowed the poultry vaccine into Canada. 

On another road trip, Ed brought back a 
case of fertilized eggs to introduce differ-
ent breeds into his flock. Agricultural Can-
ada found out and demanded he turn 
over the eggs. Ed consulted Frank and 
they decided to give the authorities ferti-
lized eggs. These eggs, however, were 
from Frank’s hatchery. 

Not only did Ed and Frank work together 
to help one another, they supported their 
neighbouring farmers by organizing poul-
try field days to share new husbandry 
techniques and nutrition facts. Check the 
crowd below! 

 

 

 

 

First Langley Poultry Field Day in Lightfoot backyard, May 
28, 1953. Photo: Ted Lightfoot 

Frank Napier at a poultry convention. Ken remembers 
his dad telling him about conventions, “Since I don’t 
drink myself, I just have to sit back and wait until the 
alcohol starts flowing and they tell all their business 
secrets!” Photo: Ken and Nancy Napier  

 

 

Napier Chick Sales delivery truck with Frank Napier and his two       
children Ken and Mary. Photos: Ken and Nancy Napier 
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 Down By The Station 

 
Station agents numbered in the tens of thousands when rail was king.  No matter 
how small or remote,  an agent had tremendous responsibility and authority.  
 

Despite their multitude of separate duties, in    
addition to telegraphy, station agents were also 
expected to solicit freight business as it was the 
railways’ most important source of revenue.  

With the freight room’s refurbishment at the    
historic CNR Station in Fort Langley, volunteers 
will be able to show the typical goods and freight 
during the early 1900s, and explain how agents 
supervised in the loading and unloading of ship-
ments. We’re grateful for all the volunteer help to 
create the shelving, new acquisitions received, 
and items on loan from the BC Farm Museum. 

The station’s Fairmont speeder is also back in    
operation. There’s a video on the LHS Facebook 
page where you’ll see BC Farm Museum volunteer 
Ken (who oversaw the repairs) running the  
speeder down the station’s track!  

In February, we opened the passenger car for Vancouver Waldorf School’s drama teacher 
and a few students to film a scene of Sherlock Holmes: The Adventure of the Copper 
Beeches riding in a train.  

 

 

 

  

Photo supplied with permission. 
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Langley’s Hidden Railway 
 

 

 

 

 

An individual on 40 Ave, south of Five Corners near Murrayville, wondered why there are 
wooden pillars in a creek bed behind their property. Could it be a railway trestle? 

We asked Langley Heritage Society volun-
teer Gerry Landsman: “The remains of a 
trestle on 40th Avenue was probably for 
the Vancouver, Victoria and Eastern Rail-
way (V.V. & E.) as it crossed the Murray 
Creek several times. At the same time as 
the    V.V. & E. there were several logging          
operations in the area as well.” 

The track looped its way through the 40th 
Avenue area. Gerry explains why: “It was 
mainly to build the railway on a reasonable 
gradient.  You can tell the steepness of the 
hill when driving the current Fraser Highway 
from 216 Street to 221 Street. The same 
with 216 Street and 48 Ave to 40 Ave.  

These grades were much too steep for a 
railway. The railway followed Murray 
Creek south, then looped east some-
where south of 40 Avenue went under-
neath 216 Street and curved back north 
at about 220 Street. 

In that loop there were about three 
different sawmill operations — ‘Fern 
Ridge Lumber Co’ just west of 216 Street, 
‘McNair & Nicol’ east of 216 Street, and 
‘Maddough & Haggard/Langley Timber’ 
further north. 

The railways always build where current 
or future business was possible, as the old 
saying goes, ‘Build it and they will come’.  The V.V. & E. was no different. Unfortunately, 
the V.V. & E. did not last long in part due to its nickname, ‘Molasses Limited’ … it was a 
slow ride from Port Guichon, current day Ladner to Abbotsford, Sumas, and beyond.” 

If you have further information on this or other railways operating through Langley, email:                                  
info@langleyheritage.ca 

V.V. & E. Railway was the first railway company to operate with-
in Langley. Look at how it zig-zagged across Old Yale Wagon 
Road. A subsidiary of the Great Northern Railway, V.V. & E. was 
abandoned in the late 1920s. Map: City of Vancouver Archives 

Great Northern Railway crew at Hall’s Prairie in Surrey. Photo: 
Langley Centennial Museum Object ID 0388 (1899) 

 

 



  Sperling Church 
LHS Restored Building Highlight 

This historic two storey structure was 
built in 1912, just down the tracks 
from the BC Electric Railway (BCER) 
flag station. An adjacent hall was con-
structed in 1953, and became a popu-
lar spot for concerts, dances, and 
whist drives. The church served the 
community for 50 years, but when 
parishioners dwindled, the doors 
were closed for good in 1969. 
 
The remaining congregation joined St 
Andrew’s Church in nearby Fort  
Langley. BCER’s Chilliwack passenger 
line ceased operation in 1950 when 
cars and trucks had become a more 
popular option.  
 
Sperling Church sat vacant for years 
and was subject to vandalism,        
including a fire in theatre seats that 
were stored inside. Worried this his-
toric building wouldn’t survive, the 
LHS took on a restoration project, 
adding new concrete footings, a new 
roof, and front stairs.  
 
Today the church structure is a 
unique home and studio for a care-
taker tenant. 

Bays Blackhall Memorial Scholarship 
 
The Langley Heritage Society is again offering a $1,000         
scholarship in memory of heritage and conservation advocate, 
Bays Blackhall.  
 
Bays was a longtime member of the Langley Heritage Society 
and oversaw operation of the Fort Langley heritage CNR        
Station. The scholarship is open to all high school students in 
Langley and acknowledges academic achievement, community 
service, and need. 
 
 

LHS Speaker Schedule & Events 
 

With gathering restrictions during Covid-19, regularly scheduled 
members’ meetings are temporarily suspended. Please consult 
our website, Facebook page, and watch for emails called       
Updates from the Langley Heritage Society for announce-
ments. Thank you for your understanding. 

 
 

 

Supporters & Suppliers 
Langley Heritage Society wishes to express our gratitude to all 
our volunteers and supporters who contribute to our projects. 

 

David Hockin @ DJ Hockin Painting & Decorating 
604-850-8520 

 

Ken Wong @ Genesis Alarms 
604-588-1313 

 

Barbara Bryson @ Wisteria Guest House in the Fort 
604-888-4912 

 

Bob McPherson, Electrician 
604-530-8715 

 

Nufloors 
604-533-4231 

 

Robertson Plastics 
604-533-4055 

 

Rod Nicol @ Go With The Flow Plumbing & Heating 
604-803-7951 


