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President’s Message

The directors wish everyone the best as we meet the challenges of
2022. We ended the year with a great new lighting display at the CNR
Station site. Helen coordinated the installation and removal of the dis-
play. We wish to thank the members of local CUPE 403 of the Town-
ship employees and Bryan Miller from Your Local Community, a great
Fort Langley supporter, for the labour and financial support that add-
ed to the appeal of the site.

A lot of planning and research has been accomplished but public activ-
ities may still be restricted at the station. We are entering the new
year with changes and progress.

John Aldag has left his position at the Langley Centennial Museum to
become Member of Parliament for Cloverdale-Langley City. It is com-
forting to know that his experience in culture and heritage can now
influence policies on a national level.

In the Township, Elaine Horricks has retired after 12 years as our herit-
age planner. We have enjoyed a knowledgeable supportive relation-
ship and wish her a great retirement. We now welcome Stephen
Mikicich as manager, Heritage Planning. A good public interest has
resulted in the vacancies on the Township Heritage Advisory Com-
mittee being filled. Annelisa Pedersen a Langley Fine Arts School grad-
uate with near nationwide learning experience is our new museum
cultural services manager.

Watching the new museum rise is a joy and | wish to thank everyone
who has worked to see this vision appear.

Fred Pepin
LHS President

“The Langley Heritage Society is located on the traditional and
unceded lands of the Kwantlen, Katzie, Matsqui, and Semiahmoo
peoples. We respect this land and its original occupants.”




Celebrate BC Heritage Week with Annette Fulford
Love Brought War Brides to Langley
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Heritage Week Talk: First World War Brides
Tuesday February 22, 2022 - 7pm via Zoom

Thousands of War Brides came to Canada after the First
World War, yet we rarely hear their stories. Many of
these war brides travelled during the Spanish flu pandem-
ic and made homes in small towns and cities across Cana-
da after the war.

Travel back in time with Annette Fulford and explore the

Source, Annette Fulford’s
research boards. history of the First World War Brides through oral histo-

ries, newspaper articles, historical documents, and photo-
graphs of the era.

Annette is a family history researcher and writer,
and a founding member of the Maple Ridge Family
History Group. She’s written over 40 genealogy
articles for their newsletter since the group began
in 1999.

For the past 16 years, Annette has specialized in
researching the Canadian First World War Brides
and has done extensive research on these pioneer-
ing war brides.

Langley Heritage Society members can send a re-
quest for a Zoom link to: info@langleyheritage.ca.

Some of Annette’s work can be seen on our LHS
web page at: https://tinyurl.com/mr2skjph.

Annette Fulford speaking to a group of CNR
Station volunteers August 2019.
Photos: Helen Williams
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Trinity Western Student Shares CNR Story

Sophia Kutney recently contributed an article to
Community Stories about the vital role of the
Fort Langley CNR Station in the life of Langley.

“The station was the epicentre of many commu-
nity— engaging systems including passenger ser-
vice, accommodations, the transportation of
freight to and from the community, as well as
being an important space for the community to
gather. Fort Langley’s CNR Station was a central
hub of the community.”

—

"Fort Langley’s First Community Centre” ap- Photograph by Frank Leonard, [ca. 1924]. Courte-

pears on our LHS website here: https:// sy, Vancouver Public Library collection.

tinyurl.com/4wadyzvr. We're always eager to receive more stories and photos, including from
our members. Send yours to info@langleyheritage.ca.

BC Genealogical Society Looking For Yearbooks

As an affiliate mem-

GALLING ALL YEARBOOKS AND ANNUALS! ber, LHS members

can attend various

The BCGS library has a small collection of Check the Library Catalogue on our website ) . .
school annuals and yearbooks, but we by searching for "annual" or "yearbook" informative chats via
would be happy to add more. and/or the school's name. Zoom. You’ll need
We have several from the University of BC - If you or someone you know has an annual our affiliate number
but are missing volumes from 1933, 1934, or yearbook that they no longer want, or if

' to attend chats-
1936, 1937 and most from the 1950s. We have you see one at a book sale, consider picking o
the 1956 from Gladstone; 1949 from Kelowna; ¢ up for us. They can be mailed to our mail info
1971 & 1976 from Sir Winston Churchill, 1964- Richmond address, or brought to the Library @Iangleyheritage.ca.

66 from Booth Memorial, 1966 & 1967 from

: ) when it's open. Contact our Library
Prince Rupert Senior Secondary.

Adminstrator at library@bcgs.ca.

Salishan Place by the River

Langley Heritage Society is actively involved in consultations around new exhibition spaces
planned for the arts, cultural, and heritage centre currently under construction. CNR station
manager Helen Williams and board member Mark Forsythe attended a community workshop
that canvassed ideas from multiple community organizations. Local historian and LHS member
Jane Watt is helping lead this community engagement process. A community Open House that
will share exhibition space concepts is planned for June.

LHS has also made a $60,000 sponsorship donation to help equip and furnish classroom spaces
that will be used by students in the Society’s long-standing School Sponsorship Program.
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Farwell George Muller

Langley's heritage community
lost a good friend with the
recent passing of George
Muller. He spent countless
hours helping maintain and
restore the collection at the
BC Farm Museum. He also
hosted many tours of the
Museum and took great
pleasure sharing its working
artifacts — including this 4
horsepower engine built in
1909.

Langley Heritage Society ex-
tends condolences to

77 4 ' George's wife, Grace, family,
\ ¥ | : ¥ e and many friends. RIP.

Photo: Mark Forsythe

Billy Brown Put to Song

Langley Heritage Society member Tom
Hammel is a talented songwriter and multi-

instrumentalist.
The
“The Ballad of Billy Brown” is his new song a ] lad

about one of Fort Langley’s most legendary
characters. Billy Brown built houses or

(including Haldi House), scrambled to move .
the Towle Commercial Hotel with teams of 4 1].1’

horses, and signed up with the Canadian "B‘f‘own ;
L' '\

forces during the Great War.

Tom says, “The street | live on is named
after him, so | got curious about who he
was!” Watch and listen here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_Yidp06-3k

Image: William Harvey Brown in military uniform
[between 1914 and 1918]. Courtesy Langley Centennial
Museum, [Object ID 1164].
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Whistle Stops Once a Railway Monopoly

During the heyday of railway con-
struction in sparsely populated
western Canada, railways deter-
mined where a town was located,
mapped out its land use, and gave
banks and hotels prime locations.

According to author Ron Brown,
bank buildings were often prefabri-
cated in British Columbia then
shipped in pieces to be reassembled
onsite along the main street which
led straight to the station.

Main Street in Rosetown, Saskatchewan. Canadian Northern Rail-

Railways named their stations but way Station centre rear. Courtesy Glenbow Archives and Library.

also the town and its streets. The

Grand Trunk alphabetized its station names. Across the prairies it went through the alphabet three
times! Canadian Northern Railway named towns after its employees and executives, but in south-
eastern Saskatchewan selected famous poets for town names.

After track was completed, the work train with station builders arrived. Work was divided into spe-
cialized crews as they often had four or five stations underway. The framing crew was followed by
the sheeting and flooring crew, and the final crew completed the plastering and painting.

Larger centres known as divi-
sional stations were built eve-
ry 150km for steam engines to
refuel and be maintained.
Here decorative and larger
stations were built. “Towns
appeared, towns disappeared,
towns were changed forever,
all on the whim of a station
planner.”

Eastern railway stations
changed the physical charac-
teristics of a town around
them as they pushed into ex-
isting communities.

Construction of Canadian Pacific Railway Station, Armstrong, BC. [NA-
2319-1] Courtesy Glenbow Archives and Library.

By Helen Williams. Sources: Brown, Ron. Rails Across the Prairies.; Brown, Ron, The Train Doesn’t Stop Here Anymore.




Down By The Langley Station

After filming Wheels of Time in Sep-
tember, the CNR Station has remained
closed for the season. The station
grounds, however, have been visited
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Colour lights adorned the Camperdown Elm trees and
fencing surrounding the garden for a festive look.

by hundreds of residents and visitors often taking a
quiet break on the garden benches.

We're most grateful to all the volunteers at CUPE
403 Township of Langley Municipal Workers for

the December light display installed in the station
garden. Bryan Miller and his volunteers from Your

The arbour and adjoining retaining wall Local Community coordinated a Fort Langley com-
never looked so bright. CUPE 403 volun- munity clean up and graffiti removal on the same
teers spent many hours stringing lights day.

on a cold, rainy Saturday morning.
Photos: Helen Williams

Thanks to the generosity of
Your Local Community, the
aging station lights will be re-
placed in February with energy
efficient LED lights.

With new display panels creat-
ed for the depot over the win-
ter, the station manager will
be hosting refresher training
sessions for station volunteers
mid-May.

Fort Langley CNR Station under a blanket of snow, December 2021.
Photo: Mark Forsythe




Heritage Home Spotlight: Harrower Residence

It’s not hard to imagine owners
Bob and Mary Harrower relaxing
with family on the verandah,
chatting about the day’s events
or chores that needed doing.

This residence was built by O.B.
Reid between 1908 and 1910 for
Bob’s grandfather James (a vet-
eran of the Riel Rebellion and
later a BC Telephone agent at
Langley Prairie).

This one-and-a-half storey house was saved from demolition
and restored by the Langley Heritage Society in 1998.

It was a big project, said LHS President Fred Pep-
in: the house was raised, a full foundation built
and a small addition constructed at the rear to
create space for a bathroom and laundry. The
original porch entrance had been closed in and
was restored, aluminum windows were replaced
with wooden framed windows, and siding was
removed to reveal the original wooden siding.

The Harrowers had the house built on a nearby
property originally owned by Irishman Paul Mur-
ray, who, with his wife Lucy and seven children,
settled on 160 acres of crown land at the four During restoration it was discovered that
corners of the original Yale Road in 1874 (later the.v_erandah and entryway were originally
known as Five Corners). Sadly, 10 years later, the positioned on the side of the house, instead
Murray’s son Alexander drowned in the Fraser x;?s'more common placement on the
River while attempting to save a companion who

also died. The area became known as “Murray’s Cor-

ner” and it’s thought the post office later changed the name to “Murrayville”.

The Murray family built “Murray House” (constructed 1885-1889) for people travelling to the
Interior; it later became known as the Traveller’s Hotel and is still operating as a B&B. It re-
mains the oldest original structure in Murrayville.

The restored Harrower House sits beside Lamb/Stirling House, and together they honour the
pioneer farming and transportation community that flourished around Murrayville.




Membership Renewal

Your support gives us a vote of confi-
dence to fund school programs at the
Langley Centennial Museum, heritage
fairs, an annual $1,000 scholarship in
memory of Bays Blackhall, and to
manage and maintain nine heritage
buildings restored by the Society.

CNR volunteer Jim Simning with sta-
tion manager Helen Williams. Jim’s
name was drawn during the LHS 2019
Volunteer Fair for the thank you draw
prize offered to all station volunteers.
Photo: Mark Forsythe

Your membership allows volunteers
to continue working behind the
scenes at the CNR Station, under the
guidance of manager Helen Williams,
to improve interpretation, preserve
the station structures, rail cars, model
railway — and to further enhance the
Simpson heritage garden.

We also support and work with many
heritage partners in the Langley re-
gion, and beyond, to build a stronger
heritage and cultural community.

Volunteers

Welcome

The Langley Heritage Society is
always looking for motivated
people who would like to con-
tribute their skills, efforts, and
time to make our built herit-
age better. Apply online at:
langleyheritage.ca/volunteer-
information

Station volunteers Serena, Brean-
na, and Elsie Weiss.

Langley
Heritage
Society

Your annual membership is important to us!
Mail a $15.00 cheque to:

Langley Heritage Society
PO Box 982 Stn Fort Langley
Langley BC VIM 283

Supporters & Suppliers
Langley Heritage Society wishes to express our gratitude to all
our volunteers and supporters who contribute to our projects.

Bob McPherson, Electrician
604-530-8715

Nufloors
604-533-4231

Robertson Plastics
604-533-4055

Ken Wong @ Genesis Alarms
604-588-1313

Rod Nicol @ Go With The Flow Plumbing & Heating
604-803-7951

Barbara Bryson @ Wisteria Guest House in the Fort
604-888-4912
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