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President's Report  
 
We have had a busy and productive year since our last AGM. 
 
Our three new directors--Margo Harrison, Jim Foulkes, and Tom Hammel--have become active and 
contributing members of your executive. Two of our directors, unfortunately, are leavng the Board this 
year. Hanna Bennett has secured a new job and her commitment is such that she feels it is best that she 
take a leave. Wes Mufford is also leaving the Board because of time pressures of work. We thank these 
members for their continuing support and friendship. 
 
A late February snowfall unfortunately caused the cancellation of our scheduled Heritage Lunch with our 
community partners. We are committed to supporting our local groups that share our interest in preserving 
heritage. We especially congratulate the BC Farm Museum for their mural project which we supported. We 
also continue to sponsor a growing number of students who attend Langley Centennial Museum programs. 
We are again sponsoring the Langley Heritage Fair for Langley schools, along with the Langley Centennial 
Museum. 
 
We have invested funds in the Vancouver Foundation through the Langley School District Foundation to 
provide a yearly scholarship of $1000 for a Langley student to continue his or her education. The 
scholarship will be in memory of Bays Blackhall who, with family support, devoted a lifetime to our 
community. 
 
Last year and again this year we hired a manager to open the CN Station and provide a unique visitor 
experience to Fort Langley. 
 
Mark Forsythe has developed our website into a great history resource that is being viewed by thousands. 
Our thanks to Mark. 
 
Below are some of the many people that I wish to thank for their devotion of many hours of service to the 
Heritage Society : 
 

 All our Board members 

 Our Committee members and supporters (school programs, speaker committee, Program 
committee, newsletter editor, station volunteers and committee members, social committees, etc.) 

 Special Events volunteers ( Campbell Valley, Remembrance Day, Canada Day) 

 Caretakers who take outstanding care of our heritage sites 
 
Several of our members have passed away this past year: Bays Blackhall, William Marr, Sue Plumridge, 
Charlie Ness, Hugh Davis. We shall miss them and offer condolences to their families.  
 
Fred Pepin 
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Membership Report 
 
 

Between March 1, 2017 and Feb 28, 2018 we were pleased to have had fifteen new (and 
returning after an absence) members to the Langley Heritage Society.  Please make them 
feel welcome: Sue Bryant, Daryl Burden, Angela Tunner, Richard Gerard, Marianne Iberg, 
Lena Loro, Donna Lutek, Lawrence Seenath, Charles Turpin, Helen Williams, Greg McLellen, 
Nancy Welsh, Shea Wind, Lesley Goodbrand, and Carole Peterson. 
 
As of early April 2018, the Langley Heritage Society’s membership is at 122 members.  The 
Society continues to grow through friends and community ties as well as through the 
online communication methods of our new website and ongoing social media posts. 
 
Submitted - Hannah Bennett 
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Board of Directors - 2017 - 18 

 
 

Fred Pepin President 

Mark Forsythe Vice President 

Lotte Elias Treasurer 

Tom Hammel Secretary 

Tom Annandale Director 

Bob Armstrong Director 

Hannah Bennett Director 

Carol Briner Director 

Dave Buckley Director 

Jim Foulkes Director 

Margo Harrison Director 

Wesley Mufford Director 
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School Sponsorship Program - 2017/2018 

 
The goal of this program is to enable schools with a large population of students with limited financial 
means to participate in heritage school programs at the Langley Centennial Museum.  Surveys by museums 
and heritage institutions have shown that children who participate in museum programs grow up to be 
adults who support museums and cultural institutions. The program funds both bus transportation and 
museum entry fees for students from inner city schools and other schools where a need has been 
demonstrated.  
 
This past fiscal year, March to February, LHS sponsored programs to the Langley Centennial Museum for 
1950 students from 65 classes in eight Langley schools at a total cost of $13,455.  
 
The participation is down 18% from  2370 students last year.  This may be due to the number of new 
teachers and teachers changing school this September (because of the smaller class sizes). The schools 
which participated this year: Langley Meadows Community, Nicomekl Elementary, Douglas Park 
Community, Willoughby Elementary,  HD Stafford Middle School, Yorkson Creek Middle School, Shortreed 
Community, and Parkside Centennial Elementary. Betty Gilbert Middle School did not participate this year.  
 
Programs attended include:  
Fish, Forest and First Nations, Fraser Valley Families, Sto:lo: People of the River, Archeology, Pioneer 
Christmas, Christmas at Lochiel, Lochiel, Pioneers of Communication, Immigration and Multiculturalism, 
Fort Langley Cemetery Walk, Buildings on your Back. 
 

 
 
Submitted by Mary Watt & Tom Hammel 
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Website Report 2017 - 2018 

“Telling Our Stories at langleyheritage.ca” 
 
The LHS website was relaunched a year ago, and it continues to evolve. We’re adding new 
videos produced with Brookswood Secondary students that highlight our buildings. Next up is 
Lattimer House in Milner. David Lattimer’s daughter and granddaughter recently visited the 
house from Vancouver Island for a taping, and Fred Pepin tells the story of how the house was 
restored. Thanks to students Brandon Yap and Harrison Mertl for their inspired contributions, 
and teacher Robert French for his support. 
 
We’ve added more Community Stories to the webpage from our members, including CN 
Station volunteer, Diane Simpson. Her parents were the last station agents at the Fort Langley 
Station and Diane describes what it was like to grow up beside the tracks. Marv Whooley has 
also shared wonderful stories about growing up at the Sperling General Store. Please send your 
own via email to: info@langleyheritage.ca.  LHS members can always find out what’s happening 
on the WHAT’S NEW page, and stay up to date on the SPEAKERS page at langleyheritage.ca 
 
LHS has expanded its profile on Facebook, with regular postings of our events, projects and 
news from Lower Mainland heritage partners. Please follow us on Facebook and share the page 
around.  (We have just over 200 followers at this point and need more.) 
 
LHS board member Mark Forsythe has started a monthly history broadcast on CIVL Radio at 
the University of the Fraser Valley called Valley Voices. In part, it draws on the oral history 
archives at the Langley Centennial Museum, put into context by historian Warren Sommer. 
Thanks to Kobi Christian and Shea Wind at the museum, and LHS board member Tom Hammel 
for creating the musical theme that accompanies each broadcast. Look for a link to the podcast 
version on the LHS website. Story suggestions are more than welcome: 
info@langleyheritage.ca 
 
 

 
 
 
Submitted by Mark Forsythe  
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Speaker Program Report 
 
The Langley Heritage Society hosted the following Speaker series in 2017/18. 
 
 
September 26, 2017 Indigenous Archaeology  Brian Pegg  
 
Brian Pegg, Kwantlen Polytechnic University archaeologist has explored indigenous cultures in  
British Columbia, Ontario, the Northwest Territories and California. At his presentation, he shared stories 
from his recent fieldwork and excavations in the Fraser Canyon involving the Spuzzum and Boston Bar First 
Nations (Nlaka'pamux). He also discussed how the Gold Rush and Canyon War of 1858 affected indigenous 
people. 
 
October 24, 2017 Vimy Ridge Project-Canadian Museum of Flight  Allan Snowie 
 
Allan Snowie and Al French recounted their remarkable Vimy Flight: Birth of a Nation tour during  October’s 
Speaker  Night.  They  were  instrumental  in  organizing  the  100th  anniversary commemoration that saw 
replica bi-planes soar above the Vimy monument. (The aircrafts were then flown back across Canada.) Al 
also carried some aviation history with him: a flying cap and gloves originally worn by WWI flying ace, 
Joseph Fall of Cobble Hill, B.C. He wore the cap and gloves during his flight over the monument. Captain 
Fall’s family recently donated  them  to  Langley’s Canadian  Museum  of  Flight.  
 
Thurs, November 16 2017 Vancouver Heritage Home  John Atkin  
 
John gave a fascinating presentation on his Vancouver heritage home, built in the 1890s by the foremen of  
the BC Electric's Powerhouse. He faced many challenges in restoring the home and also spent  
time researching its history. That history includes its purchase by owners that started the Venice  
Bakery and the use of the home as a Chinese gambling operation. 
 
January 23, 2018 Photography of Neville Curtis Chelsea Bailey 
 
Chelsea Bailey, archivist at the Surrey Archives presented the work of local photographer Neville Curtis. His 
family emigrated to Canada from England around 1911 and then moved to Surrey in the 1920s. His father 
operated Curtis Dry Goods, a grocery store on Cloverdale's Main Street. Neville free-lanced as a writer and 
photographer for many Lower Mainland newspapers. He would work as an advertising editor of the Langley 
Advance from 1959 until his death in May 1969. His photograph collection prominently features the 
landscapes and community events held in Surrey and Langley during the 50s/60s.  
 
March 27, 2018  Heritage taskforce in Langley  Donald Luxton   
 
The renowned B.C. heritage consultant reviewed the work of the task force he helped spearhead for the 
Township of Langley: Our Shared History: Historic Context Statement and Thematic Framework. The 
document will help inform planners, council and the general public about heritage values and historic 
events that have shaped Langley. 
 
Submitted by Tom Hammel  
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Fort Langley Artists Group 
 
 
In  2017,  the Fort Langley Artists Group  [ FLAG ] rented the baggage room at the heritage CN  Station from 
May 15th to September 15th. When  FLAG is using the space, it is known as the Flagstop Gallery. 
 
During the 2017 showing season, the fourteen-member group mounted three shows and volunteered their 
time to welcome visitors to the gallery from noon to four o’clock on weekends and holidays. 
 
The three theme shows for the 2017 season included : 
 
“ SUNLIGHT  AND  SHADOWS “ -  May 20th to June 18th 
 
“ ARTISTS’  CHOICE “  -  June 24th to July 30th 
 
“ THE  FOUR  SEASONS “  -  August 5th to September 4th 
 
Special activities during 2017 included: 
 

 A season’s opening reception featuring refreshments, and music on the platform provided by 
guitarist Ernie Day 
 

 A  July 1st passport-stamping with several FLAG members in attendance 
 

 A  Labour Day  “ Paint - in “  where the public gets to see FLAG  artists in action, working on 
paintings, drawings, and sculptures 

 
 
 
 
 
www.fortlangleyartistsgroup.com 
Submitted by Margo Harrison 
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Social Committee Report 
 
 
 
Dave and Donna Buckley,Rosemary Genberg 
 
August picnic held at Fred & Maureen Pepin's residence was well attended. Two bbq's were available for all 
to use, plus the pot luck appetizers, breads, salads and deserts were enjoyed by all. 
 
The Douglas Day Dinner was held on November 16, 2017. The dinner was a catered meal, guest speaker, 
followed by a book raffle. 
 
The February Heritage Week Luncheon was cancelled due to snowy weather. The sandwich trays, vegetable 
and fruit trays were donated to The Gateway of hope in Langley. 
 
 A special thank-you to all the members who have volunteered their time. 
 
 
 
Submitted by Dave Buckley 
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LANGLEY HERITAGE SOCIETY 
MINUTES FROM THE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
FORT LANGLEY COMMUNITY HALL, Fort Langley 

April 28, 2017 
 

 
President Fred Pepin welcomed the 84 guests to the dinner prepared by the European Deli from 
Murrayville. Grace was said by Sheila Puls. Rosemary called the tables for self-serve by the antiques on 
display. The theme was Canada 150 years with appropriate pins for everyone. 
 
Tribute to Bays Blackwell: Fred read a tribute to Bays Blackwell with a beautiful print from some of her 
community accomplishments available on the tables as well as a separate tribute table. He also 
remembered meeting with Bays and her husband, Bob over 35 years ago to discuss the possibility of a 
heritage connection with the CN Station which led to their various commitments in the village including the 
Community Hall, our venue for tonight. 
 
Presentation to retiring Board members: Hannah thanked the 3 retirees from the society's board of 
directors for the service with the Langley Heritage Society. These include, Kay McComish, who 
unfortunately was unable to attend, Ellen Worrall and Sharon Johnson. Flowers and gifts were presented in 
appreciation followed by comments from Fred Pepin who noted that he valued their time on the board, 
their knowledge and friendship. 
 
Presentation to CARES:  (Canadian Animal Rescue & Extended Shelter): Tom Annandale presented CARES 
with a donation on behalf of the Society of one month’s free rent to help with their fundraising.  The 
donation was accepted by Carol Briner of CARES who thanked the Society for not only rescuing the cats but 
also rescuing the cat shelter by providing the building for 70 volunteers and the cats. 
 
Book Raffle: Several books and a gold 150 Canada pin were donated and enjoyed by the winners.  
Fred thanked Lynda and Ted Lightfoot who looked after the raffle. 
 
Web site: Mark Forsythe showed a video on the Sunday planting of the Sugar Maple sapling replacing the 
deceased Wilson tree - destroyed on Monday night and replaced by the Township on Wednesday. Mark has 
updated the newly revamped website with stories, points of interest, the recent Heritage Fair for Langley 
Schools we helped sponsor, Warren Sommer's 1st World War exhibit at the Centennial Museum, the 
importance of Bays to our society including her accomplishments, walking tours, restored buildings 
including history and pictures. Website visits tripled in the month following updating of the website. Fred 
thanked the web committee (Kay McComish, Sharon Johnston, Hannah Bennett and Mark Forsythe) for all 
their time and work up-dating the site. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 

 
President Fred called the meeting to order.  Copies of the 2016 Annual Report & Financial Report were 
previously circulated. 
 
Minutes:  
The minutes from the 2016 meeting were adopted as circulated in the Annual Report.  ...  Carried. 
 
Financial Report: 
Lotte Elias presented her financial report showing net assets of $198,935. Adoption of the Financial report 
moved by Lotte Elias, seconded by Tom Annandale...Carried 
 
New Constitution & Bylaws: 
Sharon Johnston discussed the new Society Act and the proposed changes to our bylaws. A vote was taken 
on a Special Resolution and the proposed changes were passed; 64 yes votes out of 73 members present. 
Thanks to the bylaw committee of Sharon Johnston, Kay McComish, Hannah Bennet, Tom Annandale and 
Fred Pepin for their time. 
 
Elections: 
Grace Muller conducted the election and named all the nominees. Asking three times and hearing no new 
nominations from the floor, Grace declared the following slate elected as nominated for the 2017 – 2018 
year: 
 
Fred Pepin, Lotte Elias, Carol Briner, Bob Armstrong, Dave Buckley, Mark Forsythe, Tom Annandale, Wesley 
Mufford, Hannah Bennett and the three new directors, Margo Harrison, Jim Foulkes and Tom Hammel.  
Fred thanked everyone including Grace for conducting the election and introduced the new directors. 
 
Announcements: 
May Day Parade:  Monday May 22, 2017 
Canada Day, Fort Langley July 1, 2017 
Pepin Picnic, August 20, 2017 
Douglas Day – November 17, 2017 Fort Langley Community Hall 
 
Speaker: 
Fred introduced our speaker Warren Summer on his book "Canucks in Khaki" representing 20 years of 
dedicated work. Why? Because his grandparents were involved in World War I. His intensive search 
included local pictures, diaries, cenotaphs, online and obituaries for living relatives. Warren talked about 
the impact of the war on local residents including: 
1914 - Loggers, farmers, teachers, doctors, etc enlisting  
1915 - Ready to go to France 
1916 - Women's Nursing Sisters went overseas. People at home knitting socks, making bandages, etc for the 
Red Cross. 
1917 - Vimy Ridge 
1918 - Victory Bonds & a Welcome Home Party at the O'Brien Nut Farm in Fort Langley 
 
Warren mentioned the memorial display at the Centennial Museum and the 10 street banners "Langley 
Remembers" donated by the Township of Langley. 
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Fred thanked Warren for his book and was impressed with one of the best displays at the Museum. Also 
thanks to those volunteers that made it happen. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 

 
 
 
____________________________   ____________________________________ 
Fred Pepin, President     Ellen Worrall acting for Kay McComish, Secretary 
 
 
 


