
 

President’s Message - Fall 2018 
{By Fred Pepin} 

 
August 19 was a grand day for a picnic, and we thank  
everyone who came and made our annual event a great  
success. 

The Fort Langley CN Station was a very popular destination 
for young and old again this year. I wish to thank everyone 
who helped in the telling of the history of the site and the 
involvement of the Heritage Society in our community. Our 
site manager, Helen Williams, did a fine job of supporting 
the volunteers and in managing the site overall. Thank you 
to Tom Hammel who arranged for musical entertainment. 
Gerry Landsman and others kept the trains running in the 
caboose, and the FLAG group had interesting local art on 
display. 

Our displays at Canada Day and Campbell Valley were  
well-received by the public, and our website has seen a 
large number of visitors. 

We have prepared an interesting speaker program for our 
Tuesday evening meetings. The annual Douglas Day dinner 
is planned for November 16; tickets are available now. 
 
Thank you to the board of directors and the many other 
members who have been involved in our activities and  
planning. We are also pleased to see an increase in our 
membership this summer. 
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Going Country at Campbell Valley Country Celebration 

The society once again flew its 
colours at the annual Country  
Celebration in Campbell Valley 
Regional Park. Sponsored by 
Metro Parks, the fall gathering 
celebrates nature, heritage, 
agriculture and community. 
It’s also a great time for the 
society to share its story with 
the public. The event took 
place beside some treasured 
buildings that the Heritage  
Society has had a hand in  
preserving, including the  

Rowlatt Farmstead and Lochiel School. Photo above: Volunteer Rosemary Genberg  quizzes a 
visitor on strange farm tools. 

 

Superstar Volunteer: Gary Landsman 
 
In July, board members Lotte Elias, Tom Hammel and Margo Harrison presented CN Station 
volunteer Gerry Landsman and his wife Charlotte with a token of appreciation for all his 
efforts at the CN Station. Gerry was instrumental in setting up the "Glen Valley" HO scale 
model railway in the 1920s caboose in the 1990s. Since that time, he has been dutifully 
making improvements to the model railroad and operating it on most weekends during  

station opening hours. The  
model railway is intended to  
depict a typical town in the 
1950s when the transition from 
steam to diesel locomotives was 
taking place. It fascinates both 
adults and children and is  
probably the most popular 
attraction at the CN Station site. 
Gerry truly is a superstar  
volunteer and should be proud of 
his accomplishments at the site 
and the joy he has brought to the 
many visitors each year. 
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Tune In Valley Voices on CIVL 101.7 FM  

A new season has launched on Valley Voices, 
hosted by former CBC Radio broadcaster and 
Langley Heritage Society board member, Mark 
Forsythe. The monthly half hour broadcast on 
CIVL Radio at the University of the Fraser Valley 
shares stories of people, places and events from 
Fraser Valley history. Guests so far include local 
historians Warren Sommer and Jane Watt,  
CN Station volunteer Diane Simpson, Fort  
Langley National Historic Site interpreters and 
audio archives from Langley Centennial  
Museum. On September’s show Daniel Marshall, 
author of Claiming The Land, reveals new details 
of the Canyon War of 1858, when American  
militia went to war with Indigenous people in 
the Fraser Canyon during the gold rush in 1858. 
An event mostly lost in history. Suggestions  
for future Valley Voices shows can be made via  
info@langleyheritage.ca. Watch our Langley  
Heritage Society website and Facebook page for 
links to future broadcasts. Right: Historian Daniel 
Marshall stands beside statue of Sir James  
Douglas at the National Historic Site. He appeared on September’s Valley Voices broadcast to 
discuss his new book, Claiming The Land. (Ronsdale)  

Fall Harvest Fun: Fort Langley Cranberry Festival 

Date: Saturday, October 6, 2018 from 10am-4pm 
Location: Downtown Fort Langley 

The hugely popular pancake breakfast is back and starts at 8am. 
The festival starts at 10am and continues through the day with  
activities for the whole family. There are contests, live music,  
cooking demos and more. You can celebrate cranberries at the Fort 
Langley National Historic Site while learning the history of local  
uses of native cranberries by Indigenous people; admission to the 
Fort is free. The Cranberry Festival will also provide a free shuttle 
service: you can catch a lift from Trinity Western University and 
Walnut Grove Secondary from 9:30am-4:00pm. See you there! 
 

 

 

mailto:info@langleyheritage.ca
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Where Art Meets History 

New street banners in Fort Langley highlight some of our old friends — including the CN 
Station, 1920s caboose, rail car and the 1932 Community Hall. Designed by Fraser Valley 
artist April Lacheur, they are part of a Business Improvement Association project and can be 
seen on Glover Road and Church Street. Other images in the series include the  
National Historic Site and Fort-to-Fort Trail. Banners featuring local citizens and Langley  
heritage photos are popping up in various parts of Fort Langley, including three local  
heroes: Judy Budo from Lee’s Grocery, Russ Townsend from the Lions Club and Jim Dyck the 
handyman and former owner of Frontier Hardware. 

Museum of Surrey - Grand Opening 

Something new and exciting is coming to 
Surrey. Be among the first to play, laugh and 
explore Surrey's very own museum. Check 
out Dinosaurs Unearthed in the feature  
gallery, the working Textile Studio, the  
renovated Surrey Stories Gallery and 
the brand new TD Explore Zone. Bring the 
family to experience performances, crafts, 
activities, scavenger hunts and more. 

Date: Saturday, September 29, 2018 
Time: 11:00am-3:00pm 
Address: 17710 - 56A Avenue, Surrey 

 

https://yapespaints.com/portfolio/fort-langley-street-banners/
https://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/27296.aspx
https://www.surrey.ca/culture-recreation/27298.aspx
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CN Station Update 

 

Thanks to the efforts of our CN Station Manager, Helen Williams, the station has undergone 
a number of improvements this year to make for an exciting and informative visitor  
experience in 2018. The station operation is overseen by a CN Station Committee consisting 
of LHS board members. 
 
The priorities this year were to ramp up the volunteer program, improve some of the  
displays and focus on the historical aspects of station operation. We welcomed some  
returning volunteers and a number of new volunteers who were provided with more formal 
hands-on training, detailed historical information and suggestions on how best to interpret 
this for the public. According to Helen, the 13 volunteers were impressed with the renewed 
efforts that went into the station this year and they really took ownership of the site.  
Volunteer Bill Wiseman told us recently that he had decided that his volunteer days were 
over until Helen convinced him to give it a try. Bill notes, "With the training and  
encouragement Helen has provided I have come to enjoy my time at the station talking with 
local and foreign visitors. I would encourage everyone who can spare a bit of time to join us 
at the station.” Children visiting the site enjoyed getting their mocked up 1950s CNR train  
tickets punched by volunteers and the public enjoyed the buskers that played music on the 
station platform on Sundays this Summer. 
 
The station office was restructured this year to more closely reflect a working circa 1925  
station office with additional photos and signage about life in that time. A volunteer behind 
the open ticket window posing as a station agent provided real-life enactment. The public 
were permitted access to the station office this year to explore and discuss some of the  
artifacts and what a day-in-the life of a station agent was like, including dealing with  
telegrams, train orders and passenger travel. For next year, the Committee plans to work on 
further improvements at the station including enhanced site signage, documentation of  
site artifacts and further site activation. Below: Busker Arianna at the CN Station. 
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 Save the Date: Douglas Day Dinner 2018 

Date: Friday, November 16, 2018 
Time: 5:30pm reception, 6:00pm dinner 
Location: Fort Langley Community Hall 
Speaker: Michael Kluckner presenting his new book, Julia 
Dinner Details: Tickets are $20. Valley Catering will be back again this year with two meats, 
vegetables, salads, buns, beverages and desserts. Delish!  

Tickets will be available at the September speaker meeting from LHS Director, Dave Buckley. 
You can also contact Dave at 604-888-7596 to purchase your tickets.  

A Few Photos of the Fantastic Pepin Picnic 2018 
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Society Donates Books to Langley School District 

The Langley Heritage Society has donated copies of the 
book, Canucks in Khaki: Langley, the Lower Mainland and 
the Great War of 1914 to 1918, by Warren Sommer to every 
school in the Langley School District. Every elementary 
school received one copy and every middle and secondary 
school received two copies of the book. The books will  
provide a valuable reference guide for teachers and students 
now and for years to come. Each school was also provided 
with an article published in Dimensions (newsletter of the 
B.C. Social Studies Teachers’ Association) with suggestions 
for classroom activities to engage students in researching 
and studying the impact of the war in their own community. 

November 11, 2018 marks the 100th Anniversary of the end of the First World War. The  
Society’s donation supports the preservation of Langley’s heritage by increasing students’ 
awareness and understanding of the men, women, and families who have helped to shape 
the character, spirit and identity of Langley. The commemoration of this centennial and  
the distribution of this book will encourage students to remember the contributions  
Langley residents made to the war effort both at home and overseas. The personal stories 
told in letters, diaries, and newspaper articles and the photographs of enlisted men  
and women as well as images of home front events and activities will help students  
and teachers to better understand Langley’s history and cultural heritage. Being able to put  
a face and story to the names of streets and schools named after fallen soldiers makes the 
story of the war effort and sacrifices made more meaningful to young people today. 
 
This donation provides an educational reference guide in every Langley school. A delegation 
from the Society attended the meeting of Langley’s School Board on September 25 to alert 
the Trustees to this donation. The response received from the Trustees was very positive and 
early feedback from schools and teachers receiving the book has also been encouraging. 
 

Langley Centennial Museum: Feature Exhibits 

Two new exhibits are on now at the Langley Centennial Museum from Sept 13 to Dec 18. 
 
Paying Homage to the Past - Featuring works by the Fraser Valley Chapter of the Federation 
of Canadian Artists. 

Always Becoming - The Art of Detlef (Dick) Aporta 

 



Langley Heritage Society  
2018-2019 Speaker Schedule 

 

 

Members’ meetings occur on the 
fourth Tuesday of September,  

October, January, and March at 
7:30pm at historic Milner Chapel, 

located at 6716 - 216th Street.  
 

September 25, 2018  
Speaker: Jane Watt 

Topic: Surrey: A City of Stories 
 

October 23, 2018  
Speaker: Daniel Francis  

Topic:  Where Mountains Meet 
the Sea - A History of the District 

of North Vancouver 
 

November 16, 2018 
Douglas Day Potluck 

Location: Fort Langley  
Community Hall 

Speaker: Michael Kluckner  
Topic: Julia Henshaw 

 
January 22, 2019 

Speaker: Heidi Rampfl  
Topic: Gulf of Georgia Cannery  

 
February 2019 

Heritage Week Social 
Location: TBD 

 
March 26, 2019 

Speaker: Rosslyn Shipp 
Topic: Vancouver Police Museum 

 
April 2018 TBD 

Annual General Meeting 
Location: Fort Langley  

Community Hall 
Speaker: TBD 

Topic: Changing Tides 

Upcoming Programs and Events 
 

{September 25, 2018}  
Jane Watt & Surrey: A City of Stories 

Jane Watt is an award-winning Fort Langley based  
editor and writer. She is the founder of the small  

publishing company, Fenton Street Press. She is the 
current President of the British Columbia Historical 
Federation. Her presentation is on Surrey: A City of 

Stories, a history book written for the City of Surrey in 
2017. It has become a much-loved part of Surrey  

because it showcases the lives and stories of Surrey's 
people decade by decade and offers readers glimpses 

of today's familiar places as they looked long ago. 

 

Want to Know More? 
 

Go to www.langleyheritage.ca for society news,  

membership  information, photographs,  project  

updates, and more. To contact the LHS, please email 

us at: info@langleyheritage.ca  

Supporters & Suppliers 
 

The Langley Heritage Society wishes to express our  
gratitude to supporters who contribute to our projects.  

 
Bob McPherson, electrician  

(604-530-8715) 
 

Robertson Plastics  
(604-533-4055) 

 
Charlie Ness, plumbing/renovation  

(604-626-2911) 
 

Dave at DJ Hockin Painting & Decorating  
(604-850-8520) 

 
Nufloors  

(604-533-4231) 

mailto:info@langleyheritage.ca

