
 

President’s Message 

 
We have enjoyed a pleasant summer and a very colourful fall with 

brightly coloured leaves that stayed on the trees very late. Winter is 

coming quickly and our yards and buildings require some attention to 

prevent damage from frost and water.  

 

The directors toured our properties on October 19 and witnessed the 

impact of an atmospheric river on the infrastructure of Langley City 

and Milner. Our changing climate requires a new approach to water 

management. We again wish to express our appreciation to our     

caretakers for the care and pride they take in our heritage homes. 

 

Langley’s inventory of heritage buildings tells the story of our pioneers 

and their history and community development. The barn we are     

preserving is an example. Built near the Vancouver, Victoria and    

Eastern Railway (VV&E) the proposed railway line in British Columbia 

that would have connected Metro Vancouver to the Kootenay region 

around 1920. It had been neglected and in 1953 received a new roof 

and major renovation. The date was established by finding historic 

newspapers placed between two layers of lumber in the loft floor  

during our current restoration. It will soon be ready to begin a new life 

in its history. 

 

Myself and your board of directors wish you a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.  

 

Fred Pepin 

LHS President 
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“Providing the window into the past to preserve Langley’s heritage for today and tomorrow”  

  www.langleyheritage.ca 
@LangleyHeritageSociety 
     langleyheritagesociety 

“The Langley Heritage Society is located on the traditional and 
unceded lands of the Kwantlen, Katzie, Matsqui, and Semiahmoo 
peoples. We respect this land and its original occupants.” 
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Christmas Reunion 
 

A fictional tale by Mark Forsythe 
 

The figs and cherries had soaked in dark rum all night.  Mary Simpson now assembled the 
rest of the essential ingredients for her mother’s famous fruit cake. The hand-written    
recipe was showing its age with torn edges and greasy blotches.  Mary was on a Christmas 
tear — baking, making gifts and crafting a cedar wreath for the waiting room door. A red 
ribbon was the final touch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Her husband Richard was just trying to keep up. The 
freight room was stuffed with parcels for shipping 
far and wide. A restless lamb occupied  a crate     
destined for the Okanagan. The telegraph clattered 
like a set of false teeth as messages rolled in:   
Christmas greetings, news of early arrivals or       
delayed departures. All had to be hand-delivered.  
Both Simpsons might catch some sleep in January.  
 
Richard glanced from the telegraph office window 
to the platform where a lone figure was pacing; 
snow whipped his coat and the wind was probably 
cutting like a knife.  Richard poked his head out. 
“Hey son, why not step in the waiting room and 
warm up beside the wood stove?” 
 
The young man nodded. “Thank you sir, much     
appreciated.” 
 

He was at least 40 minutes early for the incoming 
train from Kamloops.  “Waiting for someone        
special?”  
 
“My older brother.  It’s been 5 years since he came 
home with the Kootenay Battalion, and he’s     
promised to come across from Revelstoke a few 
times, but he never shows up.” 
 
Richard listened.  
 
“He caught some shrapnel at Vimy. He’s not really 
the same.”  
 
Richard had heard other stories like this. The war 
truly wasn’t over for some. Would it ever be? 
 

continued on next page 
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An awkward silence was filled with their small talk. 
Would the Millionaires’ make the playoffs? Wasn't 
Cyclone Taylor the best ever? 
 
A whistle moaned and a train slowly nosed into the 
station siding. Doors flung open and people poured 
onto the platform. Richard got to work shifting 
freight and wrangling passengers. When the        
commotion had passed he noticed the young man 
tentatively approach another man carrying a     
knapsack. 
 
“Phil? Is that really you?” 
 
A steam blast sliced the night air as the train 
emerged from its brief slumber.  
 

“Don’t you recognize old dogs?” came the reply.  
 
“You came!  Look, Marg is cooking up a storm, and 
it’s time you got to know your nephew. The lad has 
your curly hair, and he’s tall as a spruce.” 
 
Richard Simpson was leaning beside the wreath on 
the waiting room door. “Glad the CNR could hook 
you two up for Christmas. We aim to please.” 
 
The brothers began a slow shuffle down the 
platform. The shorter one waved his gloved hand    
at Richard.  “Merry Christmas, Mr. Simpson.” 

We Remember 
Large crowds gathered  to honour the men and women who   
sacrificed their lives serving Canada during wartime and peace-
keeping missions. The Langley Heritage Society placed wreaths  
at ceremonies in Murrayville, Aldergrove, Langley City and   
Fort Langley. 
 
When the Great War of 1914 - 1918 finally ended, local     vet-
erans, including Dr. Benjamin Marr and Archie Payne, decided 
to honour the fallen by planting trees, changing street names  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and building cenotaphs at Murrayville and Fort          
Langley.  

 
The sacrifice of William Arthur Wilson, a Fort Langley 
farmer killed by a sniper’s bullet at Passchendaele, was 
commemorated with the planting of an Oregon maple 
tree at the corner of Glover Road and 96th Avenue. One 
hundred years later the maple trees had begun to die 
and most were cut down; hardier sugar maples were 
then planted at these commemorative sites.  

 
continued on page 6 

 

 

Murrayville Cemetery, Grace Muller speaking at 
podium. Photo Glenn Disney 

Fort Langley cenotaph. Photo Mark Forsythe 

 



4 

 

Carol at C.A.R.E.S. 

Each fall, Langley Heritage Society's directors tour the 
properties managed by the society, and we reconnect 
with the tenants who care for these homes. This    
includes a stop at the C.A.R.E.S. Cat Shelter situated 
on the Moir House property at Milner. Shelter        
volunteers have been providing care for homeless 
cats there since 1993 in the shelter’s mission to      
rescue, shelter and find loving homes for the cats.   
 
“We are a non-profit rescue and we provide shelter 
for stray, abandoned and unwanted cats in a loving 
and cage free environment. There is a no kill policy at 
C.A.R.E.S., therefore, any cat who is not adopted will 
be able to live the rest of their natural lives at the 
shelter.” Carol Briner serves as president of C.A.R.E.S. 
and is also a director and  treasurer with the Langley 
Heritage Society.  Each time we visit she has stories to share about each cat, including purrfectly adorable 
kittens. More info: https://www.carescatshelter.com/    
 

Douglas Day: A Métis Connection 

The annual Douglas Day dinner honours the legacy of one of BC’s most important historical figures, Sir James 
Douglas. The first governor of the Colony of British Columbia (second governor on Vancouver Island) was of 
mixed descent  — his mother was a free woman of colour (Barbadian-Creole) and his father was a Scottish 
sugar merchant.  

 
Douglas had a multicultural view of the 
world and built strong relationships 
with Indigenous peoples during his 20 
years with the Hudson’s Bay Company 
where he rose to Chief Factor on the 
west coast. He wore two hats: one with 
the HBC and the other as the highest 
British representative during the gold 
rush and early formation of the colony 
when he invited Blacks from the U.S. to 
come north, and built bridges with   
other minorities. He married Amelia 
Connolly, the Métis daughter of an 
Irishman and a Cree woman; Amelia 
was most comfortable speaking French 
and Cree, and is credited with saving his 
life during a conflict with a Dakelh chief 

in Fort St James.  James and Amelia forged a strong marriage that belied the society critics who looked 
down upon so called “country marriages”; they had six children who survived past infancy.  

continued on page 6  

  

 

 

 

Thomas Long, manager of the Amelia Douglas Institute for Métis 
Culture and Language. Photo Glenn Disney 

Photo Mark Forsythe 

https://www.carescatshelter.com/
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A Paddle Into the Future:  
James McMillan’s Expedition 

 
This fall marks 200 years since the James McMillan expedition ventured north from Fort George 
(Astoria, Oregon) to survey a site for a new Pacific headquarters for the Hudson's Bay Company. The 
British hold in the Pacific Northwest was slipping, and the company wanted a more secure footing 
above the 49th parallel. They were also running out of beaver.  
 
This gruelling expedition was comprised of 41 men aboard canoe-like Columbia Boats that were     
sometimes dragged along the shoreline or across portages. Most of the crew members were French          
Voyageurs, others were Iroquois, Abenakis, Kanakas, an Englishman, an American and the highly skilled   
Métis interpreter, Francois-Noel Annance (Annacis Island is named after him). Portage Park in today’s 
Langley City marks where the expedition left the winding Nikomekl River and dragged their three boats 
to the Salmon River, and then paddled to the Fraser. It was a slow, hard slog in cold December     
weather. 
 
The expedition was a success and led to the establishment of Fort Langley at Derby Reach in 1827. 
Trading quickly began with local Stol:lo peoples, with James McMillan as the first Chief Trader. The  
colony of British Columbia was declared at Fort Langley three decades later during the gold rush of 
1858. The Living Arts Society is commemorating this expedition with talks at the Timms Centre in        
Langley City, and re-enactments at Portage Park on December 14th, directly beside the Langley            
Heritage society’s Michaud House. LHS is also a sponsor of this event.  
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We Remember continued 
In the case of W.A. Wilson’s tree, the Langley        
Heritage Society’s Fred Pepin milled wood from the 
old maple to create sturdy planks. They were     
transformed into a bench by carpenter Kevin      
Terpstra and that bench now rests across the street, 
in front of Heritage Manor with a plaque bearing his 
name.  Lest we forget.                              
 
 

Douglas Day:  
A Métis Connection continued 
At the Langley Heritage Society’s annual Douglas  
Dinner, Thomas Long, manager of the Amelia Douglas     
Institute, gave a talk for LHS members. He explored some 
fascinating themes: Who are the Métis? When and why    
did they come across the mountains to the Pacific              
Northwest?  What contributions did the 19th century     
Métis make during BC’s early colonial days? The new     
Amelia Douglas Institute for Métis Culture and Language    
is located in Surrey and for more information visit   
https://ameliadouglasinstitute.ca 
 
 

 St. George’s Church Under   
New Roof 

A new roof made from recycled rubber tires is now atop historic 
St George’s Church in Fort Langley. The following description of 
the 1901 church’s historical significance comes from the 1995 
LHS publication, “Langley’s Heritage: A Listing of Heritage         
Resources in Langley", that was used to help establish Langley 
Township’s first heritage inventory: 
 
“This site was originally on the extreme south west corner of the 
Hudson Bay Company’s fort. It was later purchased by Alexander Mavis, who fenced it in during the 
late 1880s to keep cattle out of the early cemetery on the site. When he subdivided his farm he sold 
this lot, including the graveyard, to the Anglican Parish for $50. The Anglicans had been searching for 
an appropriate building site for several years. Built at a cost of $744.40, this small Gothic Revival 
church was opened in October 1901, and served the Fort Langley, Glen Valley, Milner and Langley  
areas. Despite several changes, including an enlarged chancel built in 1912, and a small bell tower 
built in 1914 and rebuilt in 1982, the essential character of this small parish church remains intact.” 
 
A parish hall was added in 2003, and Tom Annandale, a director with the Langley Heritage Society, 
was the lead architect. The project also involved lifting the church structure, putting it on a concrete 
foundation and adding offices beneath. Tom describes the challenge: “You try to preserve as much as 
you can of the original structure and whatever you add wants to be sympathetic to new use, and  
complement the original.” Mission accomplished.  
 

 

 

 
 

Photos Mark Forsythe 

 

https://ameliadouglasinstitute.ca
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Hogan’s Alley & Canada’s Black Railway Porters 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

by Helen Williams and Sharon Johnson 
 
Many Vancouver Black sleeping car porters lived in the vibrant community of Hogan’s Alley, a short 
distance from the Great Northern Railway Station (now Canadian National Railway) when it opened 
in 1917.  
 
Black porters were essential yet 
underpaid, overworked, and    
discriminated against during the 
heyday of Canadian rail travel. 
The railways expected them to 
cater to their passengers’ every 
need from carrying/stowing     
luggage to babysitting children 
and creating comfortable sleeping 
accommodations. 
 
Black porters needed to live close 
to train terminals as they had to          
report at 10am where they     
waited to see if there was a train 
for them. They were paid nothing 
for their time spent reporting.  
 
“Black settlement in the area 
dates back to 1858 when         
governor James Douglas           
introduced a policy welcoming 
Black Californians to British      
Columbia. At one point, Hogan's 
Alley was home to more than 800 
Black community members and 
featured the African Methodist 
Episcopal Chapel, a residence for 
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters, as well as the legendary 
Vie's Chicken and Steak House —    
a hotspot where Jimi Hendrix's 
grandmother Nora, a vaudevillian 
performer and choir singer, worked 
as a cook.” (https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/renaissance-of-hogan-s-alley-1.6580215) 
 
Other Black communities near Canada’s train terminals were Africville in Halifax, Little Burgundy in   
Montreal, and Toronto’s Bathurst and Bloor area. Hogan’s Alley was home to Vancouver’s largest Black 
and African community. Much of it was torn down to build Georgia and Dunsmuir street viaducts which 
opened in 1972. Similarly, the last property in Halifax's Africville village was demolished in 1970. Loss of 
these thriving areas fragmented North American Black communities. 

 

 

 

Hogan’s Alley, a racially mixed neighbourhood, was a collection of small 
cottages, southern style restaurants, and makeshift nightclubs.   
Photo captured from video Black Strathcona: Hogan’s Alley http://
blackstrathcona.com/#hogans-alley 

Hogan’s Alley ran between Union and Prior Streets from approximately Main 

Street to Jackson Avenue in Strathcona.  



  
 

Mark Your Calendar 
Speaker Series Dates  

 
January Speaker  
Pierce Smith, Commemorations Officer 
(from Parks Canada, Fort Langley) 
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2025 
Where: Milner Chapel 
6716 216 Street 
Time: 7 pm 
 
Annual Heritage Week Tea & Lunch 
Date: Saturday, February 22, 2025 
Where: Milner Chapel 
Time: TBD 
 
March Speaker 
Date: Tuesday, March , 2025 
Where: Milner Chapel 
Time: 7 pm 
 
LHS Annual General Meeting & Dinner 
Date: Friday, May 2, 2025 
Where: Fort Langley Community Hall 
Time: 5 pm doors open 
 
LHS Douglas Day Dinner 
Date: Friday, November 21, 2025 
Where: Fort Langley Community Hall 
Time: 5 pm doors open 

 
 
 
 

 

Down by the Langley Station 
 
We thank Alder Grove 
Heritage Society    
directors, Tami     
Quiring and Scott 
White for hosting the 
train station           
volunteers’ Year End 
Appreciation Event at 
Aldergrove Museum.  
 
While the station is 
closed over the     
winter and spring,      
station manager    
Helen Williams with 
help from Sharon  
Johnson and Kimberley Perkins, are hard at work developing new 
displays. New signage and a kids’ activity focused on Black sleeping 
car porters on Canada’s railways will be added to the passenger car 
in May 2025. 

 
Supporters & Suppliers 

Langley Heritage Society wishes to express our gratitude to all our 
volunteers and supporters who contribute to our projects. 

 
 

Go With The Flow Plumbing & Heating, 604-803-7951 
 

Genesis Alarms, 604-588-1313 
 

Nufloors, 604-533-4231 
 

Robertson Plastics, 604-533-4055 

 

Photo to right (L to R). Tami holding book while 
volunteers Margot McKenzie, Fred Pepin,       
Morgan Wilks, and Sharon Johnson look on.  
Photo Helen Williams 

Some of the volunteers that keep Fort Langley’s train station open to 
the public captured by Glenn Disney at the Douglas Day Dinner. 

A rare moment to capture Glenn Disney 
(pictured left) without camera in hand.  
 
Standing  beside station volunteer Manfred            
Rossdeutscher, and his wife Darlene, Glenn 
learns that Manfred and his wife recognized 
him at the local pool they frequent. We’re 
grateful for Glenn taking photos at member 
events. Photo Helen Williams 


