
 

President’s Message - Spring 2018 
{By Fred Pepin} 

 

I thank everyone who attended the AGM on April 20, as it  
provided an opportunity to express our appreciation to those 
who have contributed to our activities this past year. 

We re-elected our present directors, and welcomed two new 
directors, Chad Turpin and Brigitte Wieronski. We said farewell 
to Hannah Bennett, who has left the Board because of a new 
job and a longer commute, and Wes Mufford, who found work 
was demanding long hours. We thank them for their work and 
dedication to the Society’s goals. 

We sponsored the Heritage Fair in April along with the school 
district and the Langley Centennial Museum. Ten classes from 
five Langley schools took part. We thank our many members 
who helped with this amazing event. 

We invested funds with the Vancouver Foundation through the 
Langley School District Foundation to provide a yearly $1000 
scholarship for a Langley student to continue his/her  
education. The scholarship will be in memory of Bays Blackhall 
who devoted a lifetime to our community. 

We have employed Helen Williams as manager for the summer 
season to welcome visitors to the CN station. We need  
volunteers to help at the station for a few hours each week. 
Please call Helen if you can help. 

Unfortunately, snowy weather caused the cancellation of the 
planned Heritage Partners lunch in February, but we had  
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President’s Message Continued 

interesting presentations from Don Luxton (Langley history) in March and Sharanjit Sandhra 
at the AGM (Sikh museum and history). 

I hope that you will be able to attend the annual picnic at our farm on August 19. 

Fred Pepin 
LHS President 

 

Langley Heritage Society AGM 

 

Thanks to our members for the great 
turnout at our AGM & dinner that was 
held on April 20, 2018. Over 85  
members enjoyed a lovely buffet style 
dinner provided by Valley Catering and 
an informative presentation from 
Sharanjit Kaur Sandhra on the Sikh  
Heritage Museum and National Historic 
Site Gur Sikh Temple in Abbotsford. 
Sharanjit told the story of North  
America’s oldest Sikh temple, built 
more than a century ago in Abbotsford. 
This National Historic Site (and now 
museum) has played a pivotal role in the Sikh community and is open to all visitors. 

We thanked the two directors that are stepping down from the Board -  Wesley Mufford and 
Hannah Bennett - and welcomed our two new directors - Brigitte Wieronski and Chad  
Turpin. Your 2018-19 Board of Directors are: Fred Pepin, Mark Forsythe, Tom Annandale, 
Lotte Elias, Bob Armstrong, Jim Foulkes, Carol Briner, Dave Buckley, Margo Harrison, Tom 

Hammel, Brigitte Wieronski and 
Chad Turpin. 

 

The new manager of the Fort 
Langley heritage CN Station,  
Helen Williams, was introduced 
and a call for more volunteers 
was issued to all members. Good 
food, good company and book 
draws rounded out the evening.  
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Welcome Aboard!  
Meet new CN Station Manager, Helen Williams  

Fort Langley’s historic CN Station will 
launch its season on the Victoria Day 
weekend. The new Station Manager,  
Helen Williams, is recruiting volunteers to 
help interpret the station’s unique story, 
and the railroad’s impact on the Fraser 
Valley. “The best part of volunteering at 
the CN Station is the feeling that  
volunteers get from sharing what they 
know and learned about the railroad in 
their community with others,” says  
Williams. All volunteers will be trained by 
the society. 

The station draws visitors from around the world. Step inside an original waiting room and 
ticket office with telegraph station. A 1920s caboose features a spectacular model railway 
and the E & E Taylor passenger car is loaded with Canadian National Railways memorabilia. 
Local artists also host a summer art gallery in the station’s baggage area. “Thanks to some 
dedicated and determined individuals in the community, the Fort Langley CN Station exists 
today. I’m grateful to their foresight and am thrilled to play a small part in helping visitors 
learn the importance of the railroad, and about the individuals who operated stations like 
this one, before the age of the automobile,” says Williams. 

Follow the volunteer link to download a Volunteer Application Form and send it to  
volunteer@langleyheritage.ca. Welcome aboard, Helen! 

 

Fort Langley National Historic Site - Upcoming Events 
{by Brigitte Wieronski} 

 

Spring has sprung at Fort Langley National Historic Site! We have many new and exciting 
programs coming up for all ages to enjoy.  One of these new spaces we are very excited 
about is a new children’s play area that is currently being installed.  It is a great interactive 
space for kids and parents alike to learn and experience history!  Come join us each  
weekend for our new historic walking tours where we start at the Fort and then make our 
way through various areas of Fort Langley.  Each weekend focuses on a different aspect of 
our town’s history starting with the Mavis Family.  The following weekend we will focus on 
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Fort Langley’s churches, with the third weekend talking about the Hudson’s Bay Company 
Farm.  May is fast approaching with the second annual Fort Langley Beer & Food festival May 
19th and the 96th annual Fort Langley May Day Parade on the 21st.  We are looking forward to 
the community fair after the parade. Please check out our website for more details: https://
www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/bc/langley. Below: Photos from Fort Langley National Historic Site. 

Langley Memorial Hospital Museum - Seasonal Recap 
{by Doris Riedweg}  

 

Since I reported last year on the proposed hospital museum in Michaud House, a lot has  
happened – all good. We had an intensive few months, welcoming new members to our 
committee, collecting and displaying artefacts, assembling and hanging pictures, and  
planning our opening for July 22 last year. We now have 13 active committee members who 
meet once a month. Our opening in July was a big success with over 60 visitors signing the 
guest book. 

Beginning in August we opened the museum every Wednesday from 10 am until 2 pm, with 
two members on duty at all times. The response was disappointing as we had only a few 
drop-ins. We discontinued the Wednesday openings at the end of November. However, we 
found that booked group visits were much more successful. Most of those bookings were 
from various seniors’ residences and groups, and ranged from four to seven visitors at a 
time, until a bus from Harrison Pointe drew up and discharged 19 people. It was a bit of a 
challenge but we managed. 

In November, we at last had a visit from Fraser Health in the persons of Jason Cook,  
Executive Director at Langley hospital, accompanied by Craig Goulet, director of patient  
services. They were suitably impressed and quite surprised that LMH has so much history. 
 
Also in November, the Dean of Nursing from Trinity Western paid a visit. Dr. Sonya Grypma 
was very enthusiastic about our enterprise and early this year arranged for visits by her  
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nursing students. We have had three groups of three and four students – all of them  
delightful young people. 

In April, we have a booking from three nursing instructors at Kwantlan Polytechnic  
University to plan visits to the museum for their students. 

Future plans include: 

-Beginning in spring, we plan to host combined museum and garden tours, with  
refreshments served on the lawn, weather permitting. We will have a launch of these 
events as soon as the weather warms up. 

-Jim McGregor will hold a book signing at Michaud House to be combined with visits to the 
museum and the gardens on Saturday, May 12 from 1:30pm to 4pm. 

-We have reserved a free table for various dates beginning in May at the Langley Farmers’ 
Market at Kwantlan Campus on the Langley Bypass. When we first opened the museum we 
had a donation of a large collection of costume jewellery, some of which we have been able 
to sell. We hope to be able to sell more at the market. Most of all, however, our plan is to 
promote the museum to the community. 

We have no funding. Our needs are few so we have managed with the small nest egg we 
have from previous undertakings, and from the generous donations we received at the July 
opening. You might say we are surviving on a shoestring and a lot of determination. On that 
note we say thank you again to the Langley Heritage Society for allowing us to take over the 
parlour at Michaud House and for being ready to do whatever you can to help us make a 
success of the museum. 

BC Farm and Machinery Museum - Seasonal Recap 
{By Todd Davidson} 

After much effort, our Mural project is finally complete. We added four more panels to the 
Agricultural Timeline inside the King Street building, bringing it up to the current era. 
Thanks to the Langley Heritage Society for supporting this project. Our Development  
Committee is busy creating plans for improved displays and studying the Fort Langley  
Development Proposal. We recently had a Museum Consultant evaluate our facility and 
give an inspiring talk on improvements. As part of the Interactive Display Program, we are 
digitizing a large number of historical and collection specific photographs. Our restoration 
facility is in splendid condition and is being utilized by many of our volunteers. We are  
enjoying the recent addition of a spray booth.  The Township of Langley firefighters asked 
us to refresh an antique fire hose reel cart that is to be exhibited at Hall 6 in Murrayville. 
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Our group has been very busy in the last several months providing assistance to the film  
industry. Our summer student and UBC teacher candidate interactions will take place again 
this year. In addition, we are cooperating with Metro Vancouver to interpret agricultural  
artifacts on display in three of their local parks. Artifacts and displays have been loaned out 
to the City of Langley and LEPS for their respective displays already this year.  
 
Our Spring Potluck was successful and we look now to our opening on April 1st. We will be 
featured at the Aldergrove Fair this year, so we are working on displays for this as well as 
preparing our equipment for the Mayday parade. There is a good momentum at present 
with the recent addition of some active members  and there are still plenty of opportunities 
for new  volunteers.  

Langley Heritage Fair 2018 

There was a compelling range of entries at this 
year’s Heritage Fair in Fort Langley. Students 
shared stories about sports heroes, war heroes, 
(including great grandfather and former tank 
commander Vern Salisbury who was part of a 
display), the Hope Slide, numerous immigrant 
stories, maple syrup production, the Halifax  
Explosion, war brides, Canadian stereotypes, the 
collapse of the Second Narrows Bridge — even 
the Coombs Country Store received its due. 
Langley Heritage Society president, Fred Pepin, 

handed the Best Presentation Award to Hadley MacDonald for her egg production display. 
LHS vice president, Mark Forsythe, presented the Most Original Award to Olivia Werner for 
her presentation about a rare disorder, Krabbe Disease. LHS board member, Bob Armstrong, 
was among this year’s judges and special thanks to 
Rosemary Genberg for coordinating the judging and 
staff at Langley Centennial Museum for organizing. 
This is the third year for the Heritage Fair in Langley, 
which is sponsored by the Langley Heritage Society 
and Langley Centennial Museum. 

Winners: 

-Langley Heritage Society Award for Best  
Presentation – Presented by Fred Pepin, President of 
the Langley Heritage Society; Awarded to Hadley 
MacDonald – “Egg Farming” 
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 -Docents Award – Presented by Melissa Clark, Langley Centennial Museum Docent; Awarded 
to Logan Holcik – “The Finning Company” 
-Most Original Topic Award – Presented by Mark Forsythe, Langley Heritage Society Vice 
President; Awarded to Olivia Werner – “Krabbe Disease” 
-Curators Choice Award – Presented by Kobi Christian, Langley Centennial Museum Curator; 
Awarded to Isabella Daviss – “The Kingston Prison Riots” 
-Educators Award of Excellence – Presented by Lindsay Pollock, Arts & Heritage Educator; 
Awarded to Megan O’Shea – “Girl Guides” 
-Artistic Achievement Award – Presented by Rosemary Genberg, Local Langley Artists – 
Awarded to Ruby Pratt – “My Granddad in WWII” 

Heritage in Action 
{By Carol Briner} 

Conversing about our past is important, but to effect the process so that it has meaning  
today, and contributes to our Society today, is sometimes a tricky task. I am writing to state 
that LHS, under the guidance of Fred Pepin, has done an effective job of this.  The heritage 
properties that have been painstakingly revitalizing reside in Langley Township and Langley 
City. They are all being utilized in housing, providing affordable housing.   
 
Somewhat unusual is one of the properties which houses a cat shelter that is operated by 
the Canadian Animal Rescue & Extended Shelter Society, better known as C.A.R.E.S. - an  
animal shelter for unwanted, abandoned and stray cats.  Currently the shelter houses some 
90 cats, who have a warm home and lots of loving care.  
 
The shelter was in need of a new home and some caring animal lovers presented their needs 
to the Township of Langley.  The Township and LHS made a deal.  LHS would take on the Moir 
House, a Langley Heritage home, and renovate the house and buildings on the property; the 
out buildings would form the new home for the cats. A big job, but Fred took it on and with 
help from some volunteers and other trades, rebuilt the old buildings on the Moir site. This 
reconstruction included new concrete floors, new roof, new plumbing and electrical. The  
reconstruction crew build a kitchen, bathroom, laundry room and cat enclosures. This  
allowed the Society to continue to help the animals in the community and continue their 
work. This was in 2003 and since then, C.A.R.E.S. has continued its mission “to rescue shelter 
and find loving homes for stray, abandoned and unwanted cats.” 
 
Since that time, C.A.R.E.S has housed, helped and adopted over 4,800 cats. Protecting  
Heritage and the buildings that represent our past is important but also can be a benefit to 
the community. On behalf of the C.A.R.E.S. Cat Shelter, their members and volunteers and, 
of course, the cats, I would like to thank the Langley Heritage Society for this home. 



Honoring Bays Blackhall 

The late Bays Blackhall has been honoured with a dedication at the viewing platform  
overlooking Langley Bog on the Houston Trail. Metro Parks and Derby Reach-Brae Island 
Parks Association unveiled a plaque on the wooden platform that acknowledges Bay’s efforts 
to protect the Langley Bog and Derby Reach. The area was once considered a terminus for 
the Golden Ears Bridge, and a possible garbage dump. Bays lobbied vigorously against such 
proposed development and the Houston Trail remains protected. The dedication includes 
part of a poem Bays wrote, called ‘Along The Trail.’  

“It’s wonderful to have this great advantage, 

A quiet place that brings such peace of mind, 

A friendly and enchanting place to visit, 

Where everyone can leave all cares behind.” 
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