
 

President’s Message - Summer 2018 
{By Fred Pepin} 

 

Greetings to all in our final newsletter before summer. I would 
like to thank all the volunteers who are helping our manager, 
Helen Williams, bring the CN Station to life for the visitors from 
near and far. The FLAG members have great art work on  
display and Tom Hammel has arranged musical entertainment 
on weekends. Come and bring your visitors to enjoy an  
important part of Langley history. 

On June 18, a Brookswood Secondary student, Olympia  
Pappa, was presented the $1000 Bays Blackhall scholarship by 
the Langley Heritage Society. We are very pleased to honour 
an outstanding student in such a meaningful way.  
Congratulations to Olympia and all the other Langley district 
students who graduated and won awards this year. 

We are taking part in Canada Day activities in Fort Langley with 
other heritage partners. This is a great opportunity to  
experience the history and cultural diversity of our community. 

Your directors have been planning many interesting meetings 
and events for the coming fall and winter. 

I hope that you have an enjoyable summer and are able to 
attend our annual picnic on August 19 at the Pepin farm. 
 

Have a great summer! 

 
Fred Pepin 
LHS President 
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Langley Heritage Society 
P.O. Box 982 

Fort Langley, B.C. 
V1M 2S3 

Want to Know More? 
 

Langley Heritage Society  

is online and updated! 

Go to www.langleyheritage.ca 

for society news, membership  

information, photographs, project  

updates, and more.  

To contact the LHS, please email us 

at: info@langleyheritage.ca  

“Providing the window into the past to preserve Langley’s heritage for today and tomorrow”  

mailto:info@langleyheritage.ca
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Annual Pepin Picnic 

 

Sunshine and sandals means its time for the annual LHS Pepin Picnic. Hope you join us! 

Fred Pepin Wins BCHF Award 
{By Mark Forsythe} 

 

Fred Pepin is a recipient of an Award of Merit from the British  
Columbia Historical Federation (BCHF). The award was presented 
at the Federation’s annual conference awards night in Nakusp, BC 
on May 26, 2018. 

For over 35 years, Fred has been instrumental in saving and  
restoring heritage structures in Langley. His skill in assessing the 
integrity of heritage homes, barns and other structures, his deep 
knowledge of restoration techniques, and his hands-on work 
have led to the preservation of dozens of buildings in the  
community. 

Fred’s work helped restore buildings like the classic 1915 CN  
Station in Fort Langley, which is now one of the village’s most 

popular tourist destinations. Others include one of the earliest farmhouses in the Fraser  
Valley, the Wark/Dumais House, which is located on the Langley campus of Kwantlen  
Polytechnic University. Tenants with a love of heritage live in these buildings, keeping them 
very much alive. 

The BC Historical Federation’s Award of Merit may be given to groups or individuals who 
have made a significant contribution to the study or promotion of British Columbia history. 
The award may be for an individual project or for an activity over time. 

 

Date: August 19, 2018 
Time: 4:00pm 
Address: 25323 - 12th Avenue, Aldergrove, BC 

Available: coffee, tea, juice, wine, punch, plates, cups, cutlery 

Please bring: something to barbeque and something to share (salad, casserole, buns, cake, 
dessert, pickles, fruit platter,  veggies, or some other appetizers) 

Also, please bring a chair, bathing suit or sweater for the evening. 
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Weather Watching on Semiahmoo Bay: White Rock Museum 
Exhibit Tackles Ocean Health and Climate Change 
{By Kate Petrusa, White Rock Museum Curator}  

 
Sincere enthusiasm and passion can be infectious. I believe these ingredients are often  
present within meaningful collaboration. They add qualities of fluidity and precision to a  
project – qualities akin to elements of water and ocean chemistry. When Erica Grimm told 
me that the chemical balance of water and salt in the human body and the ocean is almost 
identical, the metaphor in her collaborative works became immediately perceptible. Knowing 
what we do about declining global ocean health, climate change, and the  increasingly  
insidious plastic material in the oceans – the passionate message was clear:  
 
We are metaphorically skin boats sustained by, and inseparable from, a changing global 
ocean. This exhibition calls attention to the life-sustaining connections between 
the precariously balanced chemistry of the ocean and the human body. 
 
Grimm, Stewart and Anderson had been planning a feature exhibition called Salt Water, Skin 
Boats, at The Reach Gallery Museum in Abbotsford that would bring to fruition, a six-year  
artistic vision. Grimm and Stewart built six coracles – ancient boats commonly used during 
the pre-industrial period – made from veiny tree branches, translucent hull material,  
bathometric maps (maps of the ocean floor), salt, and bees wax. Sound artist Sheinagh  
Anderson created an immersive soundscape, to further bring to life the body of the boats, 
using waves, heartbeats, seagulls, clips from scientists explaining climate change.  
 
When Erica offered an  
exhibition of the prepatory 
research that led up to Salt 
Water, Skin Boats to take  
advantage of our museum’s 
physical proximity to  
Semiahmoo Bay on the  
Salish Sea, we were thrilled 
to offer an additional site for 
this show. We hosted 
Weather Watching: Ocean 
Prayers and Provocations to 
run concurrently with the 
feature exhibition at The 
Reach Museum Gallery.  

 

http://www.thereach.ca/exhibition/salt-water-skin-boats/
http://www.whiterockmuseum.ca/exhibits/weather-watching/
http://www.whiterockmuseum.ca/exhibits/weather-watching/
http://www.thereach.ca/
http://www.thereach.ca/
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FLAG Gallery Open for the Summer 

 

Established in 1993, the Fort Langley Artists Group is a collection of artists residing in either 
Langley City or the Township of Langley. The Gallery, which is located at the CN Station in Fort 
Langley, is open from May to September on the weekend and holiday Mondays, 12pm-4pm. 

suspended prototypes of the 
finished coracles, including a 
number of new works created 
specifically for our show. These 
included Erica’s early sketches, 
research journals and  
reflections on the project.  
Canadian poets where invited 
to submit poems, prayers for 
the ocean or provocations in 
the voice of the ocean, and the 
coracle skins were covered 
with poems and mathematical 
formulae calculating ocean 
change, sea level rise and glacier melt.  The entire perimeter of the gallery was wrapped 
with a symbolic horizon line, made up of 508 water samples from the world’s oceans, body 
water (tears, fluids), and samples of water from conflict zones (South Africa, under-served 
First Nations reserves).  
 
Alongside, The Reach, we hosted a 4-week yoga class held underneath the coracles. The 
artist team hosted interactive public lectures at The Reach and the Surrey Art Gallery.  
We closed the exhibition with an event on March 9, which included several performances 
by local artists, whose works also respond to climate change in their own medium. The  
City of Surrey’s Poet Laureate Renée Sarojini Saklikar, poet Susan McCaslin, and poet  
Ted Blodgett addressed the audience with live poetry readings. Dr. Celeste Snowber,  
Associate Professor in the Faculty of Education at Simon Fraser University took the crowd 
outside to the promenade for and interpretive dance performance for the ocean. 
 
Our small gallery saw a record number of visitors for February and March, and a number of 
inspired visitors sharing their appreciation for the melded artistic capability, and meaning. 
While it was sad to see the exhibition depart from our gallery, this exhibition and its  
message are continuing the voyage. Many of the works will be part of Grief Work/Hope 
Work, Watersheds, Rising Tides and Skin Boats: Connecting Ecology, Community, Science 
and Art, at the Chilliwack Cultural Centre O’Conner Group Gallery. The show opens June 28, 
2018 and closes August 3, 2018. 

 

https://www.surrey.ca/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ren%C3%A9e_Sarojini_Saklikar
https://susanmccaslin.weebly.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E._D._Blodgett
https://www.sfu.ca/education/faculty-profiles/csnowber.html
https://www.sfu.ca/
http://www.chilliwackculturalcentre.ca/
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Langley Centennial Museum Opens Syrian Art Exhibit 
 

The strength, courage, and perseverance of millions  
of refugees will be commemorated on World Refugee 
Day, Wednesday, June 20. To mark the day, the Langley  
Centennial Museum, in partnership with the  
Immigrant Services Society of BC, will hold a free,  
culturally celebratory event that is open to all. Hand-in-
hand with World Refugee Day, the Museum’s newest  
exhibit will also open June 20. 
 
Created in the midst of a conflict that has gripped the  
entire world, Behind the Lines: Contemporary Syrian 
Art is a travelling exhibition featuring the works of 19  
Syrian artists. Paul Crawford, Director/Curator of the 
Penticton Art Gallery, and Humam Alsalim, founding 
member of SYRIA-ART and Curator of the Cyrrus Gallery 
in Damascus, began organizing the exhibition in 2015  
and it has since travelled to Whitehorse, Calgary, and 
Vancouver Island. The Langley Centennial Museum is  
the first of two stops in the Lower Mainland. 
 

“This powerful exhibition provides a unique window into the lives and minds of those  
affected by the devastating war through their art,” said Kobi Christian, Arts and Heritage  
Curator for the Township of Langley. “When the exhibition was planned in 2015, most of the 
artists featured were still living in Syria; many lived in Damascus, while a few had fled Syria 
altogether. The works all reference the devastating situation in Syria or are informed by it. 
This exhibition is meant to build a greater understanding of the Syrian people, their art, rich 
culture, history, and the turmoil their country is undergoing.”  

 

The World Refugee Day event, in conjunction with the exhibition opening, will take  
place from 6:00 to 9:00pm. The event will feature a gathering of communities, encompassing  
music, henna painting, dancing, and a variety of activities for children. It will also include  
music from Farooq Al-Sajee, accompanied by an oud. The oud (or ud) is one of the  
most popular instruments in Middle Eastern music. Its name derives from the Arabic for 
'wood', and this refers to the strips of wood used to make its rounded body. The event will 
also host a weaving demonstration, and authentic Syrian cuisine. The formal opening 
of Behind the Lines: Contemporary Syrian Art begins at 6:00pm. Registration is not required. 
 

For more information on Behind the Lines: Contemporary Syrian Art, contact the Langley 
Centennial Museum at museum@tol.ca or 604-532-3536.  

 

mailto:museum@tol.ca
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Local History Videos 

 

Watch the next video in our series produced in collaboration with students from Brookswood  
Secondary School. Thanks to Betty and Marjory Lattimer (pictured below) who tell the story 
of Betty's father, David Lattimer, a Great War veteran who came home to Milner to raise a 
family with his wife Nellie. The house is still standing thanks to the Langley Heritage Society. 
Watch the video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTmniTsBHsk&feature=youtu.be 
 

Dave Hockin: Painter Extraordinaire  
A big thank to 
Dave Hockin,  
good friend of 
LHS, for his 
good work 
refreshing the 
CN Station 
Caboose. It 
looks good as 
new with its 
fresh coat of 
orange paint 
and new logo. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTmniTsBHsk&feature=youtu.be


Fort Langley Canada Day Celebration · July 1, 8am-3pm 
Traditional Fort Langley Lions Club Pancake Breakfast at 8am-10am on King Street. Flag raising at the Langley 

Centennial Museum and the BC Farm Museum at 10am. From 11am-3pm explore vendors and displays, 
hands-on activities, games, face painting, hayrides, stilt walkers, magicians, petting zoo, and reptile exhibit. 

Food services will be on hand. Free admission to Langley Centennial Museum. 

Haney House Museum Reopening · July 15, 11am-3pm  
Renovations are finished and you are invited to join us for our grand reopening celebrations. There will be 
Victorian lawn games, crafts, refreshments, and guided tours of the newly renovated and restored house.  

Located at 11612 - 224th Street, Maple Ridge. 

Aldergrove Fair Days · July 20-22, 2018 
106th annual Aldergrove Fair at Aldergrove Athletic Park and the Aldergrove Kinsmen Community Centre, 

26770 - 29th Avenue. Music, vendors, games and more! Details at: http://aldergrovefair.ca. 
 

Hidden Histories Tours · July 21, 2018 and August 25, 2018 
Presented by Fort Langley National Historic Site. If you liked Grave Tales, you’ll love delving into our  

intriguing history on a summertime evening stroll through the town of Fort Langley. Our heritage  
interpreters will tell stories of the early pioneers and how Fort Langley evolved from a Hudson’s Bay  

Company trading post to a bustling community. Buy tickets at: hiddenhistories.brownpapertickets.com.  

Fort Langley Jazz and Arts Festival · July 28-29, 2018 
Live Jazz music, ArtWalk, art demonstrations, tribute to Motown Dance, jazz workshop and jam.  

For more details visit: https://www.fortlangleyjazzfest.com. 

Langley Demonstration Garden Blackberry Bake-Off & Open House · August 15, 12-3pm  
Chefs must submit their creations by 12:15pm, with tastings starting at 12:45pm. A locally-sourced barbeque 

will be available for $5 and a kids’ craft corner and live music will be offered. Registration is not required,  
unless a culinary creation is being entered. For more information, visit: leps.bc.ca/education.  

Arts Alive Festival · August 18, 10am-5pm 
Over 200 visual and performing artists! This free, family event features live musical performances, artists and 

artisans show casing a myriad of mediums, live demonstrations, a children's venue and special  
performance surprises all day. Located at McBurney Plaza on Fraser Highway, between 204 & 206 Streets. 

Nature House in Campbell Valley Regional Park · Victoria Day to Labour Day  
Weekends, holidays and Mondays from 1-4 pm, Wednesdays from 10 am-1 pm. 

Owl pellet dissection, self-guided trail maps, real specimens of owls and bobcats, weekly kids crafts.  
Find all this and more at the Campbell Valley Nature House. NEW location: heritage red barn at the Annand/

Rowlatt Farmstead. Park at the South Valley park entrance at 20285 - 8th Ave and follow the trail markers  
for a lovely 5-minute stroll to free interactive experiences for the whole family.  

The BC Farm Museum · Open Daily 10am to 4:30pm 
Visit BC’s largest collection of pioneer life and agricultural heritage artifacts. Admire the murals outside and 
inside the buildings. Make a reservation for your seniors group and for a guided tour. Located at 9131 King 

Street in Fort Langley. Small admission fee. For more info visit: www.bcfma.com or call 604-888-2273. 
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