
 

 
President’s Message 

 

The Old Yale Barn project has now been passed onto the Township 
Parks Administration. Our goal of preserving our pioneer heritage and 
the well served educational signage in this well used park. Painting, 
fencing, and maintenance has been carried out at all our properties 
for this year and plans are in place for next year. 
 
The directors wish to thank Helen and all the volunteers who have 
made the station site such an attractive, interesting, and enjoyable 
stopping place for Fort Langley visitors.  
 
I thank everyone that attended the picnic and shared the great food. 
A speaker series is being planned so please invite your friends and 
neighbours.  
 
Our annual Douglas Day Dinner tickets will be available for November 

21, 2025. 

 

Fred Pepin 

LHS President 
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PO Box 982 Stn Fort Langley 
Langley, BC  V1M 2S3 

 
 

 

“Providing the window into the past to preserve Langley’s heritage for today and tomorrow”  

  www.langleyheritage.ca 
@LangleyHeritageSociety 
     langleyheritagesociety 

“The Langley Heritage Society is located on the traditional and 
unceded lands of the Kwantlen, Katzie, Matsqui, and Semiahmoo 
peoples. We respect this land and its original occupants.” 
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Aldergrove Community Heritage Day 
 

 
It was a fun day in the sun at the              

Alder Grove Heritage Society celebrating 

its 35th anniversary with a Community   

Heritage Day.  

 

Kimberley Perkins from the historic CNR 

Station brought materials for kids to create 

their own sachets of lavender. Local non-

profits shared information about their    

activities, a massive Aldergrove family tree 

was on display, and a chili cook-off was a 

tasty affair. Thank you to Tami Quiring and 

her band of volunteers with the Alder 

Grove Heritage Society. 

 
 
 

Picnic Gathering 

 

Langley Heritage Society members 

marked the summer season with the 

Annual Pepin Picnic where we gathered 

beneath the beautiful oak tree that 

shades the backyard.  

 

 

 

Thanks to Fred and 

family for once again 

hosting this event at 

their lovely family 

farm.  
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Youth Concerts a Big Hit at CNR Station 
 

The Fort Langley Jazz and Arts Festival 

took centre stage at the historic CNR 

Station over three weekends in July. 

The annual festival offers free and   

ticketed events, and once again        

featured young performers bound for 

careers in music. Many are students at 

Canadian and US universities whose 

skill level and confidence are beyond            

impressive. Local artists also displayed 

their paintings and crafts at the CNR                 

 

Station, drawing new visitors to our heritage site.  

 

The youth series was co-sponsored by the Langley      

Heritage Society, the Tony Quo Vadis Foundation and the 

Langley Community Music School; our society also 

awarded a $1,000 scholarship to Jose Guilles, the         

Secondary School Rising Jazz Star winner who’s a whiz on 

the keyboards and bound for the jazz music program at 

Capilano University. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Photo above: 
Artist Richard McDiarmid with one of 
his many jazz-inspired paintings. He 
also created this year’s banners 
that were seen hanging throughout 
the village.  
 
 
 
Photo left: 
The Pepin Picnic isn’t complete      
without a BBQ. David Hockin talking 
with Allen and Paige. 
 

All photos Mark Forsythe 
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Historic Haldi House & Family 

By Bonnie Hartup 
 

The Haldi House is moving just a little south 

from its original position on the Glover 

(Trunk Road). The Township is raising it up 

and moving it closer to the CNR railway 

tracks. When the house was built by        

carpenter Billy Brown between 1907 and 

1910 there were no CNR train tracks.  It is 

said that the house was built next to the 

Old Hudson’s Bay Company Store, which 

Jacob Haldi used as a meat store. 

 

Who was Jacob Haldi? He was a Swiss man, 

born June 10, 1846 to Jacob Haldi Sr. and 

Magdalene Keller in Sannen, Bern          

Switzerland. He also had a stepmother 

named Magdelena Metzeneu who married 

his father in Switzerland in 1849. Jacob   

immigrated to the United States prior to 

1870. The 1870 census has him working as a 

bartender with hotel owner, Jacob Beller,  

 

his wife Magdelena and his children, in Cook County, Illinois. 

Here he met Mr. Beller’s daughter Jessie Beller. 

 

Jacob went off to British Columbia to seek his fortune and 

established himself as a farmer in Fort Langley by 1882. In 

1883 he returned to marry Jessie Beller in Illinois. His wife 

Jessie was born in Monroe County, New York in 1854. 

 

The couple returned to Fort Langley and by 1901 Jacob Haldi 

had purchased one acre of property where the current Haldi 

House is in Fort Langley. He hired Billy Brown to build a six-

room house with dormers, a bay window, and beautiful 

French polished woodwork on the staircase, doors and trim 

for $10,000.  

  

 

 

 

Photo Mark Forsythe 

Photo salishan Place Object ID 0275, studio  
portrait of Jessie Haldi (nee Beller). 
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Jacob and Jessie moved into the home about 1910. On 

the 1891 and 1901 census, Jacob (b June 10, 1845) and 

Jessie (b April 12, 1854) are listed as farmer and wife. In 

1901 they have two adopted children plus two domestic 

staff from Japan. This record states that Evelyn Blanche 

Robertson (b Sept 26 1891) is his adopted daughter, but I 

can find no proof of legal adoption. Edward R. Omaha    

(b Aug 5 1889) in BC is listed as an adopted son, but I can 

find no further data on him. Information on his possible 

daughter – Evelyn Blanche Robinson’s mother, Sarah 

Jane Robinson (nee Dennis) had died in 1897 in           

Vancouver and Evelyn Blanch Robinson and her siblings 

were dispersed among family members or orphanages. 

Her brother Frederick was at first in an orphanage and 

then sent to live with the Boothroyd family of              

Cloverdale. On Evelyn’s marriage and death records the 

Haldis are not mentioned, but her birth parents Sarah 

Jane Dennis and Thomas Finch Robinson are listed. 

 

1910 his possible adopted daughter Evelyn Blanch         

Robertson married Herbert Titmus who was a partner with 

Jacob Haldi in the meat shop. Lore has it that Jacob kept his 

animals on Brae Island and had to bring them to Fort    

Langley to butcher for meat sales. 

 

1921 his wife Jessie Beller Haldi (b about 1854) in New York 

lived on Trunk Road (aka Glover Road) Fort Langley. He is 

not listed with her. He might have been travelling. 

 

1927 November 28, his wife Jessie Beller Haldi died in Fort 

Langley and is buried in the Fort Langley Cemetery.        

Probate of her estate is held in New Westminster Court. 

 

1930 March 27, Jacob Haldi died in Fort Langley. His       

probate is also in New Westminster Court. His estate left 

$15,000 to build the Haldi Bridge with the proviso that the government create ferry service from the 

Brae McMillian Islands to Albion. The Haldi House served as the Bedford Restaurant until about 2014. In 

2026, it will take on a new life as a community building once the renovations have been completed.  

 

 
 

 

Photo Bonnie Hartup 

 Photo salishan Place Object ID 2010.001.1242, 
Haldi House March 1957. 
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 Old Yale Barn Reborn 

 
The two photos below tell the story: Before and After.                             The Old Yale Barn was is dire need 

of restoration when the Langley 

Heritage Society took on the project 

in late 2023. The former dairy barn 

now features a recycled rubber 

roof, new beams and plywood to 

stabilize the structure capped by 

new siding and windows. The barn 

sits directly beside the community 

garden at Old Yale Park in          

Murrayville and will be operated by 

Township of Langley Parks &       

Recreation.  

 

Our society invested more than 

$150,000 into its restoration under 

the leadership of Fred Pepin, with 

thanks to contractors Darwin Devel-

opment. Historic dairy barns are 

disappearing at a rapid rate in the 

Fraser Valley as this sector becomes 

more concentrated into fewer 

hands. Fred says the restoration should be 

good for the next 100 years. Two barn 

owls living in the rafters remained  

throughout the project.  

 

Barn Owls are a threatened species in BC. Nesting in empty       

cavities both natural and man-made, including hollow trees, cliffs 

and buildings such as barns, silos and abandoned structures, a barn 

owl family (two adults and six young) can catch upwards of 1,000 

mice in one nesting season! Saving this barn gives the Old Yale 

Barn pair a fighting chance of survival if left undisturbed in the loft. 
 

Organizations like the Fraser Valley Conservancy can provide       

recommendations on how to enhance old field habitat within parks 

and wildlife reserves to help ensure that there is available habitat 

for barn owls as our region becomes more urban.  

 

 

 

 

Photos Mark Forsythe 

Photo BarnOwlsBC.ca 
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Down by the Langley Station 
 

Canada Day saw over 1,200 visitors at the historic CNR Langley      

Station.  Maple leaf tattoos and Canada flags were handed out in the 

hundreds as visitors celebrated Canada’s birthday in Fort Langley 

with extra vigour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climbing aboard the caboose and passenger car are  

highlights after seeing the Langley Station. Children 

have enjoyed our new scavenger hunt (Help James Find 

Thomas) and international visitors take much delight in 

punching and inking passenger tickets with train 

stamps. There’s still time to see the new displays before 

the station closes October 11 for the 2025 season. 

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers who keep 

the station open. Hours: weekends (12-4pm). 

 

Kimberley Perkins and Helen Williams welcoming     
visitors in costume on July 1, 2025. Photo Andy Zhang 

Above Photo: Operating model trains is always better 
with friends. Gerry Landsman (centre) training            
volunteers Adam Bouwman (L) and Aedan Smyth (R).  
Photos Helen Williams 

Above Photo: Volunteer extraordinaire Juli-anne Paterson 
instructing new volunteer Ivy Wang on the importance of 
tabulating attendance numbers. 

 

 

Kimberley dressed in a lineman’s overalls helps visitors at 
the station’s waiting room wicket. Train tickets, telegrams, 
express delivery, and freight could be purchased here 
when Langley Station was operational. 



   

Mark Your Calendar  
 
The Langley Heritage Society Speaker 
Series returns to Milner Chapel this 
fall. 
 
Where  6716—216th Street, Langley 
Time     7 pm  
 
 
September 16, 2025: Fred Pepin 
Old Yale Road Dairy Barn Project 
 
October 21, 2025: Bob Muckle 
Once Upon This Land 
 
December 16, 2025: Ian Brown 
Hallowed Ground: Stories of the Yale 
Pioneer Cemetery 

 
 
Douglas Day Dinner 
Date: Friday, November 21, 2025 
Where: Fort Langley Community Hall 
9167 Glover Road, Fort Langley 
Time: 5 pm doors open 
 
LHS Annual General Meeting 
Date: Friday, May 1, 2026 
 

Scholarship Winner 

 

Each year we’re honoured to award a $1,000 scholarship to a    

Langley high school student in memory of long-time LHS member, 

Bays Blackhall.  

 

This year’s winner is Hanson Wei, a graduating student at Walnut 

Grove Secondary School. His thank-you message lays out his goals 

for future education at the University of Waterloo. Congratulations 

— and we wish you much success, Hanson! 

 
Supporters & Suppliers 

Langley Heritage Society wishes to express our gratitude to all      
our volunteers and supporters who contribute to our projects. 

 

Mac’s Framing, 604-533-5550 
 Professional custom and ready made framing solutions                        

for ANYTHING you want to display.  
 

Country Lumber, 604-533-4447 
 

Genesis Alarms, 604-588-1313 
 

Nufloors, 604-533-4231 
 

Robertson Plastics, 604-533-4055 

 

 

 


