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Ninety-three Christmases
have come and gone since St.
Alban's Anglican Church was
built. But this year, as for the
g:st 57 winters, Christmas will

celebrated seven miles from
the original church site.

Now located at the corner of
Fraser Hwy. and 248th St., St.
Alban’s was actyally first con-
structed on Johyistone Townline
(216th St.) in Milner in 1890 to
serve ~Anglicans in Langley
Prpirie#Head of the diocese at
that time was Bishop A.W. Silli-

However, when St. Andrew’s
Anglican Church was built in
1922 St. Alban’s was no longer
needed by the Milner congrega-
tion.

St. Alban's found a new home
three years later in 1925 , follow-
ing a series of November public
meetings by Otter residents
who wished to build an Angli-
can Church in that community.
Land for the church site was do-
nated by the Poppy family, who
were prominent pioneer farmers
inWtter. S

D.W. Poppy served as Reeve
of Langley municipality from
1908 to 1913, and son Bill was
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St. Alban’s ngan Church

elected to the same post more
than 30 years later.

In June of 1926 the Mimer
church was given to the Otter
group, who dismantled it board
by board and hauled it by horse
team and truck to be stored.in
one of the Poppy's bans.

The haying seaseh called a
halt to work on the chirch until
the end of August.

Work on the church was su-
pervised by a Mr. McRae, a pro-
fessional . carpenter, with much
volunteer help from the commu-
nity.

First service at the peripate-
tic church’s new home was held

(Continued on 5a)
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(Continued from 4a)

Nov. 14th, 1926, by
Rev. H. Hoodspith,
the vicar at St. Al-
ban’s.

A bell for the
church was obtained
for the church by Mr.
and Mrs. Joe Bell.
An acquaintance of
the Bells — a fellow
bearing the improba-
ble moniker of Noo-
try Anketell Jones of
County Mayo Ire-
land — donated a bell
to the church and
shipped it by boat to
New Westminster.

Carted to Otter in
the back OIOdLellrry
Murphy’s Model T
lmuCrE an placed in
the bell tower.
According to firs-
thand accounts of the

.day, when first rung,

the bell's peal was
drowned by the
shriek - of protesting
bearings. A quick ap-
plication of graphite
and grease by Dave
Sturmey and Bill
Poppy solved the
problem, and the bell
has been calling the
faithful to worship
without protest ever

For many years St.
Alban’'s Sunday
School for children,
conducted by Jack
Greer, wag the only
one in the district.
Jack’s brother, Ben
Greer, was organist
at St. Alban's for
many years, and also
served as church sec-
retary.

The Women's
Auxiliary to the An-
glican Church of Can-
ada was formed in
1943, and was instru-
mental in having the
church's vestry en-
larged in 1945. Elec-
tric lights were in-
stalled in the church
in 1947.

St. Alban's re-
mained - much un-
changed until 1960,
when a church hall
was added on. The
Evening Guild," a
younger women's
group, was a moving
force behind con-
struction of the new
hall.

Funds for St. Al-
ban’s Hall, built to
replace the dilapi-
dated Otter Commu-
nity Hall, came from

by seling the com-
munity _hall. Once
again much of the
construction  was
done with volunteer
labour. Supervising
the work was con-
tractor Jack Skea

Today, the church
and hall still serve as
a focus for many of
the community activ-
ities in Otter.

Photos Mark Forsythe
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From Our Archives
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FOR OPENERS...

Our CN Station Opening was a grand success! Many came to join in our 20's festivities -
the music was loud and cheery, the costumes splendid, the 20's-style box lunches deli-
cious.

Among our notable guests were:

The Honourable J.V. Cline, Past Director of Heritage Canada.

Mr Hunter Vogel, the flrst Mayor of Langley.

The

Mr & Mrs Bill Stephenson, Dlrector Western Region for CN Railway.

Mr Richard O'Rourke and Mr Al Maynard, Regional Executives for CN Railway.
Mrs Blair, widow of our late Mayor Bill Blair.

Mr D.W. Poppy, Chairman of the Heritage Advisory Committee, Langley.

Plus representatives of B.C. Heritage Trust, West Coast Railway Association,
Heritage Society of B.C., and the R.C.M.P., special interest groups, other
heritage societies, and the local and neighbouring communities.

The spotlight, of course, was on the CN Station - resplendent in fresh paint inside and
out, and decked out with gaily colored flower baskets. Without the tireless efforts of
Bays Blackhall, Bernice Littleboys, David and Michael O'Brien, and other volunteer
painters and plasterers, cajoled by Bays into devoting hours to these tasks, the Station
would not have been ready. Many, many thanks!

Our CN Station Project, however, is far from completed. We, the Heritage Society, are
now responsible for a multi-use facility; we are landlords, and have acquired a host

of new concerns. Murray Lundberg, our Station Manager, is presently bending all his
efforts toward providing a comfortable lodging for our tenants. '"Wiring'" and "Heating"
are words that will trigger instantaneous reaction in Murray these days! Bays Black-
hall, the good shepherdess of the project, thankfully has not abandoned us and is de-
vising ways and means of keeping the Information Office open part-time during the win-
ter. Then there is the Master Plan, prepared by David Byrnes, which presents recom-
mendations concerning the use of the rooms, care of any artifacts, acquisition of period
furniture, and landscaping a la Simpson. To hear more, much more, about our pet project,
come the the September 25th meeting at the CN Station.
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A]ice l'ohnson Published January 26, 2026

In Loving Memory ~

1933-2026

Alice was a lifelong Willoughby resident. She attended West Langley
Elementary School, Willoughby Elementary School, and was a member of
Langley High School's graduating Class of 1951.

She then attended Pittman Business College, during World War 2 was a

member of the Tillicum Club and collected scrap for the war effort. 2 S q f t Y 7\ é é u K S R S R C)
Alice’s volunteer work included being an Explorer Leader with the Canadian I y R é é s s u é LJA NJ\ [:| 2 _F
Girls in Training (CGIT). She was a Sunday School teacher at Willoughby v ¥ A X N
United Church, was a member of the Young People’s Union and served as L‘]I aa S R 7\ y WI )f dZ| N‘b CD {
hostess at the flying Angel (;Iub (mission to seaman). She vv{as.a chair.per.son é 7\ l] K Y' | y' e é 2 Y' Y‘ dzy' 7\ l:l é
for the restoration of the Willoughby Elementary School building, saving it , o) - L < A
from demolition (it is now a heritage building), reorganized the Fort Langley (0] 7\ y O f dZR 7\ y- 3 2 dZNJ a 2 O S
Women's Institute, which had been dormant for many years and formed the g & & & & d L A&
Langley-Willoughby Women's Institute. She also served as a membership u K § ~ qv: S g LJS 2 Ij‘]f § u 2 P §
secretary on the Langley Heritage Society and was an 11 year member on the CNBESR2Y 2 F UKS a dzy. A O
Douglas Day committee with 9 years as chair. ~ - 2
¢c2gyaKAL 2F [ly3dfSeod
In 2016 she was awarded the Eric Flowerdew Volunteer Award recipient and e A N "2
the Eric Flowerdew Volunteer of the Year Award of Merit. In 2019 Alice was u 2 K S NJ :F I Y 7\ f € I y- R ( I
awarded The Freedom of the Municipality by the Township of Langley. 2 0 A l] dZI N\E é | é [ ILJ%E ﬁ S ﬁ K
Donations to the SPCA in her name and her fox terrier Sugar would be | ﬁ @ | y' () g DECAY S a

appreciated. There will be no service by request. Alice is survived by her
brother Brian
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Down By the Langley Station
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CNR Station original
location:

1918 (R) and
1968 (below)

tween the taking of these
two photos of the railway
station in Fort Langley. Only
a very few old-timers are left
who will remember how the
station looked prior to 1920

50 YEARS has passed be-

il el
form and premises. Modern
photo, today demonstates
that nearby houses and trees
have been replaced by indus-
trial mills. Note that the
name on the station changed,

too, in half a(conmry.

when an or | fence
and hanging pots of flowers

decorated the station plat- |
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