
 

President’s Message 

Fred Pepin has been the heart and soul of the Langley Heritage Society almost since 

its inception. He has led the organization through multiple restoration projects and 

built bridges with individuals and organizations throughout the Langley community.  

I’m trying to get used to the idea that I am replacing him as chair, which isn’t really 

possible. Fred’s insights and practical know-how are without peer, and fortunately 

he’ll remain on the board of directors and we’ll continue to look to him for 

guidance. We’re just lightening his load.  

 

It is an exciting time for our society. We are acquiring ownership of the historic St 

Alban’s Church and hall. The church originally stood at Milner, was consecrated in 

1890 and became the first Anglican Church in the Langleys. Longtime LHS member 

and Milner historian Ellen Worrell says each of the church’s boards were numbered 

when it was dismantled, moved and later reassembled in Otter District on land 

donated by the Poppy family. We’ll now assess how best to utilize the two 

structures and are fortunate to have back-up for restoration work from the Langley 

Heritage Trust, established by a donation from the late Don Spiegel. 

 

Helen Williams and the volunteers at the historic CNR Station are gearing up for a 

new season. They’ll fling the doors open on Victoria Day Monday to visitors from 

around the world. There are exciting new elements to station interpretation, and 

an opportunity for members to volunteer and share the station’s history. 

 

Director Shawn Feddes is leading the charge to document and digitize the LHS 

archives that have been neglected in recent years. We plan to share material with 

the community that’s been hidden in file folders and on hard drives. The work of 

former directors who contributed much over four decades is inspiring — Gordon 

Yusko, Norman Sherritt, Bays Blackhall, Bob Puls, Warren Sommer, Marion Tucker, 

Kay McComish (and others). The society’s history of building partnerships to 

undertake projects has been exceptional.  Some current directors are stepping 

away. Thank you Dave Buckley, Lotte Elias and Jim Foulkes for your dedication. We 

are now in a rebuilding phase, and most recently welcomed Graeme Branswell and 

Ivy Wang to our board. You’ll meet them at the May 1st AGM at the Fort Langley 

Community Hall.  

 

Finally, I welcome any comments, suggestions or questions about the work of our 

society. markrennieforythe@gmail.com  
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“Providing the window into the past to preserve Langley’s heritage for today and tomorrow”  

  www.langleyheritage.ca 
@LangleyHeritageSociety 
     langleyheritagesociety 

“The Langley Heritage Society is 
located on the traditional and 
unceded lands of the Kwantlen, 
Katzie, Matsqui, and Semiahmoo 
peoples. We respect this land and  
its original occupants.”
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Our Next Project 
 

 
St Alban's Church and Hall are situated on a tight 
corner at 248th and Fraser Highway, directly 
beside Otter Co-Op. Our society was gifted the 
buildings by the now defunct Phelp Society that 
owned it for many years; they received a Township 
of Langley Recognition Award in 2018 for restoring 
this 1890 church for use as a community centre. 
Improvements included a return to the original 
wood siding, window and sill repairs, and fresh 
paint for the exterior. Langley Heritage Society will 
now determine what needs to be done to make 
the buildings functional as they have been sitting 
empty in recent years. 
 

 
The photo above of 
the church and hall 
was taken in 
February 2026.   
 
A newspaper article 
from the Langley 
Advance in 1983 
provided some 
fascinating 
background history 
for a building that 
began its life in 
Milner.  
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Photos Mark Forsythe 
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From Our Archives 

Shawn Feddes, a director with the Langley Heritage Society, is leading a project to scan and digitize mountains 
of paper files, photos and maps. One of his first discoveries is the first newsletter that the society published in 
the spring of 1984, which is when the heritage CNR Station was moved, restored and officially opened. We 
thank the band of volunteers for their vision and resolve to save a vital part of Langley’s heritage. Below is the 
newsletter’s description of the big day.  
 

 

 

 

Next Steps: New Foundation 

Haldi House (aka Bedford House) has been lowered onto 
its new foundation placing it higher on the flood plain 
beside the Bedford Channel, and closer to the railway 
tracks and Glover Road. Township of Langley undertook 
the $4 million project last year and plans to turn the 
building into a multi-use space. Restoration will return the 
structure to its original appearance. Jacob and Jesse Haldi 
bought the land in 1901 and local builder Billy Brown 
constructed the house beside the Haldi’s butcher shop in 
1910.   
 
Some details here: https://www.tol.ca/en/building-
development/haldi-house.aspx 
 

 

 

https://www.tol.ca/en/building-development/haldi-house.aspx
https://www.tol.ca/en/building-development/haldi-house.aspx
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Heritage Tea 

Langley Heritage Society members gathered at 

Milner Chapel for our annual Heritage Week Tea to 

hear about heritage partners’ plans and events for 

the coming year. Special thank you to Pierce Smith 

for organizing the event and organizing a yummy 

lunch. 

 

Our stellar speakers are featured on this page. 

(Front) Brigitte Wieronski from the Fort Langley 

National Historic Site, Sandy Hope with the BC 

Farm Museum and Evelyn Wedley of Surrey 

Historical Society. (Back) Fred Pepin from Langley 

Heritage Society, Helen Williams CNR Station 

Manager and Tami Quiring with the Alder Grove 

Heritage Society. Thanks for your presentations 

and here’s to much success in the coming year. 

(Photo Glenn Disney) The heritage community can 

only benefit when we lift each other up!  
 

Speaker Night Past  

Thanks to Ian Brown for sharing fascinating tales from the Yale 
Pioneer Cemetery at our January Speaker Night. (Photo Mark 
Forsythe) 
 

We'll miss the dedication, knowledge 
and sweet spirit of Alice Johnson, who 
passed in January. She volunteered 
with many community organizations 
(including our society) and was one of 
the few people to be awarded the 
Freedom of the Municipality by the 
Township of Langley. Our condolences 
to her family and many friends. (This 
obituary was published in the Langley 
Advance Times.) 
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From Our 
Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Langley’s Oldest 
Schoolhouse 
Rediscovered 
 
According to Norm Sherritt, 
Langley's oldest existing 
schoolhouse is on the City of 
Langley one-way. It's location 
is teased in the February 1994 
edition of the LHS Society 
newsletter and revealed in the 
April edition. 
 
 
 

LHS Director Shawn Feddes consulted the 1982 survey to learn that it’s the former location of Bishop's 
Reliable Cycle which is now, Everything But the Groom. 
 
 
Comments from our Facebook followers remembering Bishop’s: 
 
“Bishop’s Sports Shope and we remember old Mrs. Bishop who ruled the roost back in the fifties and 
sixties. The store smelled of leather and rubber … a pleasant smell … It was a totally family run business 
and before the big box stores took over it was the main source of sports equipment in the Langley area.” 
- Al 
 
“I always loved going there! I usually got to go home with a balsa wood stick airplane powered by that 
big rubber band.” - Ron 
 
If you’re not following us on Facebook, you’ll find the society page at: https://www.facebook.com/
LangleyHeritageSociety 

 

 

In Milner. Source: LHS Newsletter, May 1985. 

 

mailto:https://www.facebook.com/LangleyHeritageSociety
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/LangleyHeritageSociety
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 Down By the Langley Station 

CNR Station: 50 years Apart  
The station was built for the Canadian Northern Railway (CNoR) in 1915 as agriculture expanded and new 
settlement drew people into the Fraser Valley. Absorbed by the Canadian National Railway in 1918, its life as 
a passenger station spanned steam through diesel eras, until 1980. The clipping above was published by the 
Langley Advance in 1968. You can just make out the new CN logo above the entrance on the track side, introduced 
in 1961. 
 

 

FAMILY DAY 2026: Stir the Pot 
 
We were delighted to see 300 visitors from as far away as North 
Vancouver visit the station this Family Day. Food was this year’s 
theme. Children had a couple crafts to choose from, free seed 
packets to grow nasturtiums and sweet peas were eagerly 
scooped up by accompanying parents, and a recipe for a hearty 
treat (aptly named Railway Cake) common when travelling on 
Canada’s first railways before any food or beverage was 
available. 
 
Until the station opens on Victoria Day, May 18, 2026 we’re hard 
at work developing new displays and site improvements. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

   

Photos Helen Williams 
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We had an incredible in-kind donation of time and 
coordination by Dax Poitras of Smith Tank & Trailer Repair 
in February 2026. Dax asked Faststeel to donate the steel 
plate, Fast Fab Custom Metal Fabrication in Port Kells to 
fabricate the steel, Air Liquide for use of a mobile 
generator for welding, and then Al Smith (Dax’s business 
parter and founder) 
welded the metal plate 
over one of our 
passenger car windows. 
 
With the window 
covered, the Langley 
Men’s Shed (a few of the 
fellows pictured on the 
right) are now able to 
build the structure to 
house a 1930s upper and 
lower train berth to 
accompany the Black 
sleeping car porter 
display. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
            
          Left: BEFORE 
          Above: AFTER 
 

We also thank Adam Knorr, S&C Supervisor, in the CN Yale Subdivision for 
arranging the removal of invasive blackberries from the station fence lines 
bordering Mavis Avenue and CN maintenance yard. The fence, ground, pole, 
and tree are now visible! 

R to L: Carson, Al (on ladder) and Dax from 
Smith Tank & Trailer Repair. A change of 
pace for all three as they left the shop floor to 
weld a train car during their workday.  

Above photo Langley Men’s Shed 

 



  
 

Mark Your Calendar  
Get Your Ticket for the AGM & Dinner 
 

Date: Friday, May 1, 2026 
Where: Fort Langley Community Hall 
 9167 Glover Road, Fort Langley 
Time: 5:30 pm doors open 
Speaker TBA 
Reserve tickets by email or call 
williams@telus.net | 604-866-1925 
Cost: $25 per person 
 
 

Logo History 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Did you know that the Langley 
Heritage Society logo is based on a 
window at the Annand Rowlatt 
farmhouse at Campbell Valley 
Regional Park?  
 

It was created by Harry Berg in 1986 
when he and another individual were 
hired to create an inventory of Langley 
Heritage houses. Berg chose the 
window as the symbol for the heritage 
society because it was the one 
commonality shared between many of 
the heritage houses that were built in 
Langley’s early years. 

Rosemary Genberg is a longtime LHS member and has advocated 
for heritage in Langley Township for decades. She is also a talented 
artist and shares this painting of Cornock House at Glen Valley. The 
home was built  by John and Eliza Cornock in 1905 and today is 
lovingly cared for by LHS member Mike Frost.   

 
Supporters & Suppliers 

Langley Heritage Society wishes to express our gratitude to all      
our volunteers and supporters who contribute to our projects. 

 

Mac’s Framing, 604-533-5550 
 Professional custom and ready made framing solutions                        

for ANYTHING you want to display.  
 

Country Lumber, 604-533-4447 
 

Genesis Alarms, 604-588-1313 
 

Smith Tank & Trailer Repair LTD, 604-513-8886  
 

Nufloors, 604-533-4231 
 

Robertson Plastics, 604-533-4055 

 

 

 


