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President’s Message

It’s always exciting to witness the launch of a new season at the historic CNR
Station. Helen Williams and volunteers rolled out a hearty welcome on May Day
Weekend, and will now be open weekends and holidays until Thanksgiving. There’s
always something new to show our members, and have them share the word with
visitors to the Langley area. If you enjoy connecting with people from around the
world, and sharing local history, please consider volunteering. Helen wants to hear
from you! williams@telus.net

We're part of a cultural and historic hub in Langley Township, that also includes our
friends at the BC Farm Museum, the National Historic Site and salishan Place by the
River, which has unveiled its first public exhibition, “Langley: Many Voices, Shared
Place.” It has been a long time coming due to facility deficiencies that needed to be
corrected, but we are pleased to see this next step. Our society will continue to
support school visits by inner city students and to sponsor classroom space.

It’s also painting season. Two LHS homes will be getting special attention this
summer: Wark Dumais House on the campus of Kwantlen Polytechnic University,
and the Lamb Stirling House in historic Murrayville. Ongoing improvements are
being made at Moir House, where the CARES shelter conducts its important work,
and Michael Spence has been painting up a storm and making repairs at various
LHS sites under Fred Pepin’s guidance.

We await the official transfer of ownership of St Albans Church & Hall from the
Phelps Society. This will be an important restoration project in the next year. Our
society knows these historic spaces are valued and looks forward to new
relationships with future tenants, but there is much work to do first. Fortunately we
are able to draw upon trust fund dollars, a powerful legacy from the late Don
Spiegel that helps sustain the work of the Langley Heritage Society.

Have a wonderful summer, and join us at the CNR Station for some great jazz from
emerging artists during the Fort Langley Jazz & Arts Festival on July 25th and 26th.
On Sunday, August 16th it’s the Annual Pepin Picnic; we hope to see you there.

Mark Forsythe,
President

“The Langley Heritage Society is
located on the traditional and
unceded lands of the Kwantlen,
Katzie, Matsqui, and Semiahmoo
peoples. We respect this land and
its original occupants.”



Aldergrove in Focus

Langley Township's Heritage Advisory Committee -
recently hosted a bus tour of the Old Yale Road, Otter / -

and Aldergrove areas. The history of Aldergrove is
often overlooked, but Tami Quiring from the Alder
Grove Heritage Society provided lots of context for
what remains -- and what has been lost, including the
1948 Aldergrove Hotel, 1912 Presbyterian Church
and other buildings. The tour included a stop at their
museum, a pre-fab structure built in 1910 by BC Mills
that was saved and restored by the society in 1992. It
was originally constructed for FJ Hart Real Estate &

Insurance and was sold to the BC Telephone
Company in 1916 and is known as the Hart Building. Thanks to Alder Grove Heritage Photos Mark Forsythe

Society for keeping these stories and concerns for community heritage alive.

All That Jazz

The CNR Station will again be hosting young jazz performers during the Fort Langley Jazz and Arts Festival on
July 25th and 26th. We are co-sponsors of the Youth & Emerging Artist Stage with the Tony Quo Vadis
Foundation. Our society (and the Fort Langley Community Hall) sponsors a $1,000 scholarship for youth
continuing their music studies at institutions across North America. Grab a blanket or lawn chair and get in the
groove at the historic CNR Station. Performances are between noon and 4pm.

salishan Place by the River Opens

The public can visit salishan’s first exhibit, Langley: Many Voices, Shared Place. Admission and hours found at
tol.ca/salishan. We invite you to locate the LHS member that wore this red jacket in high school and his
guote on the museum wall that inspires us all, “l Could Do It Too.” Hint: FFC stands for Future Farmers of
Canada.



https://www.tol.ca/en/salishanplace.aspx

So Long, Lotte Elias

If she wasn’t playing bridge, gardening or pitching a tent, Lotte Elias
was volunteering with the Langley Heritage Society. Lotte passed
away on April 28th in her 94th year. She joined our society in 2001
while she was volunteering with the BC Farm Museum, which she

Photo Mark Forsythe

Lotte’s daughter Heather remembers:
“She was very giving. She loved her family
and friends... and she loved to swim
mother grew up on a prairie farm, trained
as a nurse and began her career in 1956 at
Regina General Hospital. The family
eventually moved to BC where Lotte
worked in the emergency department at
Langley Memorial Hospital. She was
always concerned about conservation

continued to support for many years.

I”

Her

Lotte (above) with late director
Dave Buckley on a Director’s

matters, and was an early supporter of ~ Tour. Photos Helen Williams

SPEC: Society Promoting Environmental Conservation.

She stood by her convictions, and once ran unsuccessfully as a trustee for

the Langley School Board.

As a member of the Langley Heritage Society’s board, Lotte served as
treasurer and was a totally engaged director at meetings. Past-
president Fred Pepin says, “She was always direct with her questions
and comments, and kept LHS directors on their toes.” Lotte also
volunteered at the Fort Langley CNR Station and is seen above in the
caboose with longtime volunteer, Gerry Landsman. Station Manager
Helen Williams comments: “Lotte was hands-on with everything she
did. I admired her straight forwardness, passion for heritage and the
environment, and am grateful that she supported me in ensuring the
entire train station
was used to showcase
programming of
Langley’s rail history.”

Lotte enjoying a society Douglas Day dinner (above). Photo Glenn Disney

Lotte didn’t hesitate to get her hands dirty
and help keep the grounds and gardens tidy
at Fort Langley’s historic train station with
Mark Forsythe (L) and Jim Foulkes (R).

Our members will truly miss Lotte’s spirit and her dedication to
community. The family is planning a potluck in remembrance
on August 15th at the Fort Langley Community Hall beginning
at 1 pm. LHS members are welcome to attend.




All Wrapped Up

The Old Yale Barn restored by the Langley Heritage
Society for the Township of Langley is now starring
on a Township traffic signal cabinet. You'll spot it
at the intersection of 222nd Street and 48th
Avenue in Murrayville directly in front of Beem
Credit Union just a few blocks from Old Yale Park
where the barn is located. The project to restore
the century-old darly barn was welcomed by many
in the neighbourhood and is back in the hands of
the TOL Parks. The reverse side of the cabinet
features a photo of the park’s walking trails.
Resident barn owls can enter and exit through
openings left near the peak. Langley’s heritage and

landscapes are featured on multiple traffic control

cabinets in the Township.

Jim Foulkes, always standing up for heritage along with
researching and searching for telegraph lines, insulators,
and mile posts.

Photo Mark Forsythe

Going An Extra Mile

It was a real treasure hunt. A couple of years ago the
Township of Langley and its volunteer Heritage Advisory
Committee located the original concrete mile markers
that once stood beside the Fraser Highway. Mile O
began at the historic Main Post Office (1905) at Main &
Hastings in Vancouver, and moved eastward through
the Fraser Valley all the way to Hope. Seven of nine
original mile markers erected in the early 1930s in
Langley Township were located with the help of
surveyor (and Langley Heritage Society member) Jim
Foulkes. The originals were restored and two replicas
were created to replace the two missing markers,
including the one in the image below at Aldergrove.
Nine mile markers now stand on the south side of

the Fraser Highway between Murrayville and
Aldergrove, a visible link to the region’s

transportation history, which began with Indigenous
peoples' trails, then gold rush trails in 1858, and

later, horses and wagons travelled on the Yale Road,
which eventually became part of the Fraser Highway.

Thanks for caring so much about this history, Jim!




From Our Archives

The house is still standing and could use some TLC.
Grandview House is located on 232nd Street and in
September of 2001 Norm Sherritt highlighted the house in
the LHS Newsletter.

"Grandview House is listed in the “Langley’s Heritage
Inventory” conducted in 1995. The house is located at 6918-
232" Street (Livingstone Road), and is correctly identified as
the Joseph C. Kidd residence. Other than that there is very
little information on J.C. Kidd, what he did in Langley, why he

built such a big house, or what happened to him.

The Joe Kidd family in front of the Grandview House on the Livingstone
Road near the Salmon River about 1908.

By chance | came across the story of J.C. Kidd and his large

family in a Surrey history book, “The Clayton Heritage” in 1983. | took the liberty of copying the entire
article for the Langley Heritage Society Newsletter because | thought it should be in a Langley
publication.

Kidd Family

Mr. Joseph Kidd immigrated from Scarborough near London, England to Canada in 1884 at the age of 18
and first worked on a farm in Ontario. He came west in 1885 to Vancouver one year before the great fire
of Vancouver and soon started up a sawmill where later the Old Vancouver Hotel stood on Granville

Street. Unfortunately, this burned down in the Great Fire in 1886.

Shortly after this Joseph Kidd headed out to Fort Langley and then homesteaded on some three hundred
acres on the Livingston Road, Salmon River portion. He started clearing land. He also got married in 1898
and he and his wife Melinda started their family near Harmsworth. “Grandview” was the name he gave
to their fourteen room house. As well as farming he became the first “Trader” between Fort Langley and
New Westminster, carrying produce by wagon and horses, and carrying back supplies, furniture, tools,
anything people needed in return. He also managed salmon traps for B.C.’s early fish hatcheries and this
led to fisheries officers and other regular visitors who came on weekends and stayed to fish for trout and
salmon on the Salmon River, when fish were truly abundant. It was at “Grandview” that most of the
children were born with Irene in 1900; Allen in 1902; Edna in 1904; Reg in 1906; Claire in 1908; Marr in
1910; Harold in 1913 and John in 1915, eight in all.

The family sold out in Fort Langley and moved to Clayton in 1925 and took up residence on a five acre
farm at Latimer and Jericho Roads (192nd Street and 72" Avenue) without the benefit of electricity or
telephone. Harold and John attended school at Clayton, with the rest of the family all working, Marr in

Clayton, Allen, Claire and Reg in Vancouver and Irene and Edna married and in Vancouver.




From Our Archives continued

Their dad continued to manage a large farm near Fort Langley till 1928, coming home to Clayton on
weekends. It was that year which saw Harold start business in Vancouver selling produce. In 1930 John joined
Harold, then Claire and then Reg and brothers were underway and finally this business became Kidd Brothers
Produce Ltd. by 1940 moving from 16th and Blenhein in 1926 to 4th Avenue until 1970 and finally to Grimmer
Avenue, Burnaby to the present day. From a very small beginning to present gross sales of around five million
dollars yearly mainly all over BC these lads celebrated 100 years from 1884 to 1984 from Joseph age 18 and
alone over the Kidd name, beginning business in Vancouver to the present modern Burnaby Plant.

Observation #1

Mr. Kidd became a “Trader”. These were people who drove around the municipality with a team and wagon
selling produce, dry goods, tools, etc., from the back of the wagon. They were usually called “pedlars”. For
example, Alphonse Prefontaine was a pedlar before he settled down and built the first store in Langley Prairie
in 1909.

Observation #2

Note, “Marr” Kidd, born in 1910. | would speculate that he was named after Dr. Benjamin B. Marr who settled
in Fort Langley in 1910. He could have been one of the first babies Dr. Marr delivered. Several families in
Langley named one of their children after the kindly, pioneer doctor who delivered them.

Observation #3

The little business started by son Harold Kidd in 1928 is still going."
*Note: Kidd Brothers Honey is still in business in 2026 and

located in Surrey.

—
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Canada Day at the Station

Thanks to our village partners, the Fort Langley Passport
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Adventure had visitors once again travelling between the BC
Farm Museum, Fort Langley National Historic Site, and historic
train station on July 1. Children enjoyed a craft, a professional
face painter decorating little faces, and Gerry Landsman
operating a
curated
collection of his
HO trains on
the Glenn
Valley model

railway in the

society’s 1920s
Student volunteer Joyce Wang (above and
daughter of director Ivy Wang) helped little
ones make Canada Day bookmarks.

Photos Helen Williams

wooden

caboose.




The Future

Congratulations to Jay - Jungeon Hong of R.E. Mountain Secondary

School, winner of this year's Bays Blackhall Scholarship. LHS

president Mark Forsythe (left in photo right) presented the $1,000

award, along with R.E. Mountain principal Paul Trattle. The

scholarship is open to all high school students in Langley and

honours academic achievement, community service and need. It is

awarded in memory of long-time volunteer and conservationist,
Bays Blackhall.
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Community Hall

The 1931 Fort Langley Community Hall is
sporting a fresh coat of paint, and
according to historian Warren Sommer,
there's a story behind the boards painted
blue near the top. "Geordie Young, the
notary who lived in a tiny house next to
Doctor Marr, is said to have said: ‘That
board would look nice if it was blue.” And
so, it has been blue ever since!" Thanks to
the Fort Langley Community Improvement

Society for their inspired management of this hall situated at the heart of the community. A photo that

we posted on Facebook drew many memories:

“My parents read about the planned demolition of that building in the local paper. They got a group of friends

together and convinced the Township it should be saved. My siblings and | spent hours after school and on

weekends scrubbing and clearing things out. Bathrooms and
kitchens were first. | remember my mum being so excited
when the library decided to rent part of the space. My
parents, Don and Barb Christie are gone now but it’s nice to
know that the building will now out live all of us as new

generations continue the guardianship.”

“My dad, Roy Edwards, was the President of the Fort Langley
(Senior) Improvement Society in the late 60's early 70's, and
was responsible along with several well known residents of the
village, for the refurbished interior, and the current exterior

colour of the building. It's original colour was pink.”

Photo Mark Forsythe




Mark Your Calendar

Fred Pepin will be hosting the annual
summer picnic at his family farm this
August. The picnic is for all LHS
members.

Date: Sunday, August 16, 2026

Where: 25323 - 12th Avenue
(off 256 Street), Aldergrove

Time: After 3 pm until 8 pm
Provided: cutlery, napkins, punch,

butter, condiments, plates, cups,
coffee, tea, sugar, and cremo

A shout out to LHS member, and past president of the Surrey Historical
. ) Society, Michael Gibbs who attends all LHS events, dinners, speaker series,
Bring: Something to barbecue and and station openings each Victoria Day. Photo Michael Spence

something to share (appetizer, salad,
casserole, dessert, buns, pickles,

wine or ?). Casual attire, a bathing suit
(if you want to swim) and lawn chair.

RSVP

Call/Text or Email Helen
T: 604-866-1925

E: williams@telus.net

Fort Langley’s 2026 May Day Parade with Fred Pepin driving a blue Ford
tractor he donated to the BC Farm Museum. The museum needed a tractor that
wasn’t green, according to Fred—a Ford man through and through.

Photo Mark Forsythe

Supporters & Suppliers

Fort Langley Historic Train Station Langley Heritage Society wishes to express our gratitude to all
Open: Weekends & Stat Holidays our volunteers and supporters who contribute to our projects.

Hours: Noon to 4pm Mac’s Framing, 604-533-5550
Corner of Glover Road & Mavis Ave.

Last day is October 10, 2026. Country Lumber, 604-533-4447

Genesis Alarms, 604-588-1313
Douglas Day Dinner Smith Tank & Trailer Repair LTD, 604-513-8886
Date: Friday, November 20, 2026

Nufloors, 604-533-4231

Where: Fort Langley Community Hall
Robertson Plastics, 604-533-4055




